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South Florida Weed Identification Guide 

Instructions: 

1.  Select a major category on this page.   

2.  Then proceed to the sections (A-K on following pages) indicated by your major category choice.    

3.  Upon arriving at the section you selected, read all the options under that section, seeking the best matches 

4.  Find the possible identifications in the guide, using the index 

5.  Some weeds appear under more than one major categories 

Major Categories: 

Does the weed have peltate leaves? (A peltate leaf is one where the leaf-stalk (petiole) is attached at the center of 
ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŦ ōƭŀŘŜΣ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜƳ ƻƴ ŀ ƳǳǎƘǊƻƻƳύΦ  LŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜΣ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŜŜŘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŀ ά5ƻƭƭŀǊǿŜŜŘέ όǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƻŦ 
Hydrocotyle, especially Hydrocotyle umbellata) 

Is the weed a grass, sedge, or grasslike?  Go ǘƻ άAέ ōŜƭƻǿ 

Is the weed a climbing vineΚ Dƻ ǘƻ ά.έ ōŜƭƻǿ 

Does the weed have a strong odor ǿƘŜƴ ŎǊǳǎƘŜŘΚ Dƻ ǘƻ ά/έ ōŜƭƻǿ 

Does the weed have especially fuzzy ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŜƳǎΚ Dƻ ǘƻ ά5έ ōŜƭƻǿ 

Does the weed have opposite όǇŀƛǊŜŘύ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ όƴƻǘ ŎƻƳǇƻǳƴŘύ ƭŜŀǾŜǎΚ   Dƻ ǘƻ άEέ ōŜƭƻǿ 

Does the weed have leaves with 3 leafletsΚ  Dƻ ǘƻ άCέ ōŜƭƻǿ 

Does the weed have compound leaves with more than 3 leaflets? Go ǘƻ άDέ ōŜƭƻǿ 

Does the weed have alternate (not opposite) simple (not compound) leaves with toothed edgesΚ Dƻ ǘƻ άIέ ōŜƭƻǿ 

Does the weed have alternate simple leaves with smooth edgesΚ Dƻ ǘƻ άLέ ōŜƭƻǿ 

Does the weed live entirely or mostly in water, such as ŀ Ŏŀƴŀƭ ƻǊ ǇƻƴŘΚ Dƻ ǘƻ άWέ ōŜƭƻǿ 

Does the weed have milky sapΚ  Dƻ ǘƻ άYέ ōŜƭƻǿΦ 
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A.  Common Grass and Sedge Weeds 

There are hundreds of grasses occurring locally.  This guide helps with the most common and conspicuous weeds.  
Some grasses are included in the key but are not in the Guide.  See these at our web site www.floridagrasses.org. 

Grasses (stems round and often hollow; leaves usually attached in 2 rows all along stem) 

DǊŀǎǎ Ҕ сΩ ǘŀƭƭ 

A. Inflorescence a panicle with branches ƛƴ ǿƘƻǊƭǎΧDǳƛƴŜŀ DǊŀǎǎ (Urochloa maxima) 

B. LƴŦƭƻǊŜǎŎŜƴŎŜ ǊŜǎŜƳōƭŜǎ ŀ ōǊƛǎǘƭȅ ƘƻǘŘƻƎΧ9ƭŜǇƘŀƴǘ DǊŀǎǎ όPennisetum purpureum) 

C. LƴŦƭƻǊŜǎŎŜƴŎŜ ǊŜǎŜƳōƭŜǎ ŦǳȊȊȅ ŦƛƴƎŜǊǎ ƻǊ ŀ ōǊƻƻƳΧtƘǊŀƎƳƛǘŜǎ όPhragmites australis) 

DǊŀǎǎ сέ-сΩ ǘŀƭƭ 

A. Flower spikes delicate paired like bunny ears and extremely feathery-fuzzy in various arrangements. These 
ƎǊŀǎǎŜǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ оΩ-рΩ ǘŀƭƭΧ.ƭǳŜǎǘŜƳ DǊŀǎǎŜǎ όǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƻŦ Andropogon, mostly A. glomeratus and A. virginiana, see 
www.floridagrasses.org)  

B. Inflorescence a tŀƭƭ όнΩ-пΩύ ǿƛǊŜƭƛƪŜ ǿŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƴŀǊǊƻǿ ŦƭŀƳŜ-shaped inflorescence on it; leaves thin and 
ǘƻǳƎƘΧ{ƳǳǘƎǊŀǎǎ όSporobolus indicus) 

C.  Inflorescence a panicle (the branches branched) and the spikelets sparse 

PŀƴƛŎƭŜ ōǊŀƴŎƘŜǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƻǊƭǎΧDǳƛƴŜŀ DǊŀǎǎ όUrochloa maxima) 

Panicle thin and sparse, the branches not whorled; leaves often in two clear rows; species often but not 
necessarily in water or wet mudΧ¢ƻǊǇŜŘƻ DǊŀǎǎ όPanicum repens) (There are many species of Panicum in 
Florida) 

D.  Inflorescence with fingerlike branches, having the spikelets crowded on the branches: 

DǊŀǎǎ ғ мΩ ǘŀƭƭΧ.ŜǊƳǳŘŀ DǊŀǎǎ όCynodon dactylon) 

LƴŦƭƻǊŜǎŎŜƴŎŜ άŦƛƴƎŜǊǎέ ǘƘƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǊŜƭƛƪŜΣ ƻŦǘŜƴ Ҕ оέ ƭƻƴƎΣ ƛƴ άǎƭƻǇǇȅέ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘΥ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŀǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ 
points, different lengths, different angles, the ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǎǇƛƪŜƭŜǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǊƛƳ ƻŦ ŎƛƭƛŀΧ{ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ /ǊŀōƎǊŀǎǎ 
(Digitaria ciliaris) 

LƴŦƭƻǊŜǎŎŜƴŎŜ ǊŜǎŜƳōƭƛƴƎ ǘƘƛŎƪ όмκпέ ŘƛŀƳŜǘŜǊύ ŦƛƴƎŜǊǎ ǊŀŘƛŀǘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ǎǇƻƪŜǎΧ/ǊƻǿǎŦƻƻǘ DǊŀǎǎ 
(Dactyloctenium aegyptium) 

LƴŦƭƻǊŜǎŎŜƴŎŜ ǘƘƛƴ όғ ѻέ ŘƛŀƳŜǘŜǊύ ŦƛƴƎŜǊǎ ǊŀŘƛŀǘƛƴƎ like spokes ƻƴ ǎǘŀƭƪǎ мΩ-нΦрΩ ǘŀƭƭΧCƛƴƎŜǊƎǊŀǎǎ 
(Eustachys petraea) 

Inflorescence with a cluster of fingers on top, and with one isolated ŦƛƴƎŜǊ ōŜƭƻǿΧDƻƻǎŜƎǊŀǎǎ όEleusine 
indica) 

Inflorescence comprised of conspicuously silky-hairy spikes on a tall wand; ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊŀǎǎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ Ҕ оΩ 
ǘŀƭƭΧ±ŀǎŜȅ DǊŀǎǎ όPaspalum urvillei) 

9Φ  LƴŦƭƻǊŜǎŎŜƴŎŜ ǊŜǎŜƳōƭƛƴƎ ŀ ŦǳȊȊȅ ǇŜƴŎƛƭΧDƻǇƘŜǊǘŀƛƭ [ƻǾŜƎǊŀǎǎ όEragrostis ciliaris) 
Note: Feather Lovegrass (E. amabilisύ ƛǎ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊΣ мΩ ǘŀƭƭΣ ōǳǘ ǿƛǘh the inflorescence open and spreading. 
 

http://www.floridagrasses.org/
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F.  Grass with painful burr fruit...Sandspurs (Cenchrus species, usually C. spinifex) 

DǊŀǎǎŜǎ {ǇǊŀǿƭƛƴƎ ƻǊ /ǊŜŜǇƛƴƎ  ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ғ сέ ǘŀƭƭ 

!Φ {Ƴŀƭƭ όсέ ǘŀƭƭύ ǘƘƛƴ-leaved rhizomatous grass with the inflorescence spikes radiating as an umbel of 
ŦƛƴƎŜǊǎΧ.ŜǊƳǳŘŀ DǊass (Cynodon dactylon) 

.Φ DǊŀǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŀƛƴŦǳƭ ōǳǊǊ ŦǊǳƛǘΧ{ŀƴŘǎǇǳǊ όCenchrus species, usually C. spinifex) 

/Φ LƴŦƭƻǊŜǎŎŜƴŎŜ ōǊŀƴŎƘŜǎ ǎǘƛŎƪƛƴƎ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ƻǳǘ ŀǘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƴƎƭŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ άǎƛƎƴŀƭ ŀǊƳǎέΧSmall leaf Alexander Grass, 
Signalgrass (Urochloa subquadripara) 

D. LƴŦƭƻǊŜǎŎŜƴŎŜ ōǊŀƴŎƘŜǎ ŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŀ ά¸έ  ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴǘΤ ǘƘŜ spikelets in the inflorescence look like flat 
ŎƭŀƳǎΤ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ōǊƻŀŘ ŀƴŘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǊŜŘŘƛǎƘΣ ǎǇǊŀǿƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŜŘ ǎŀƴŘȅ ǇƭŀŎŜǎΧ¢Ƙƛƴ tŀǎǇŀƭǳƳ όPaspalum 
setaceum)    Note: Turf Bahia Grass is Paspalum notatum 

9Φ tƭŀƴǘǎ ƘǳƎƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΣ ŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŀ Ƴŀǘ ƛƴ ǘǳǊŦΧ.ƭŀƴƪŜǘ /ǊŀōƎǊŀǎǎ όDigitaria serotina)   Note: Indian Crabgrass, 
D. longiflora, is similar but has longer second glumes (> 1 mm). 

Sedges (stems often triangular and solid; leaves usually attached all around the stem; leaves often restricted to 

the top and bottom of the plant) 
Note: There are hundreds of sedges in South Florida.  Selected important weeds are listed here.  For more depth 

visit www.floridagrasses.org 
 

[ŀǊƎŜ ǎƘƻǿȅ ǎŜŘƎŜ όнΩ-рΩύ ƻƴ ǿŜǘ ōŀƴƪ ƻŦ ǇƻƴŘ ƻǊ ŎŀƴŀƭΤ ƛƴŦƭƻǊŜǎŎŜƴŎŜ ōǊŀƴŎƘŜǎ ǊŜǎŜƳōƭŜ ōƻǘǘƭŜōǊǳǎƘΧ 
Cyperus odoratus 

Spikes (flower clusters) flat 

Spikes reddish, plant may have tubersΧtǳǊǇƭŜ {ŜŘƎŜ όCyperus rotundus) 

Spikes yellowish; mature plants usually with tubers; styles 3Χ¸Ŝƭƭƻǿ CƭŀǘǎŜŘƎŜ όCyperus esculentus) 

{ǇƛƪŜǎ ƎǊŜŜƴƛǎƘ ǘƻ ȅŜƭƭƻǿƛǎƘΤ ǘǳōŜǊǎ ŀōǎŜƴǘΤ ǎǘȅƭŜǎ нΧTexas Sedge (Cyperus polystachyos) 

Spikes greenish, with dark spotted scales (dark seed showing through);  tubers absent; styles 3; often in 
Ƴƻƛǎǘ ǎǇƻǘǎΧ!ƴƴǳŀƭ {ŜŘƎŜ όCyperus compressus) 

{ǘŜƳ ǊƻǳƎƘ ƭƛƪŜ ǎŀƴŘǇŀǇŜǊΧ{ǳǊƛƴŀƳŜ {ŜŘƎŜ όCyperus surinamensis) 

Spikes globe-shaped or cylinder shaped, not flat 

More than one spike per plant; spikes more or less globe-shaped with <50  rƻǳƴŘŜŘ ǎǇƛƪŜƭŜǘǎΧ.ŀƭŘǿƛƴΩǎ 
Flatsedge (Cyperus croceus aka C. globosus) 

More than one spike per plant; spikes more or less cylindric with 40-12л Ŧƭŀǘ ǎǇƛƪŜƭŜǘǎΧtƛƴŜōŀǊǊŜƴ 
Flatsedge (Cyperus retrorsus) 

One white flower cluster/plant ΧFragrant Kyllinga (Kyllinga odorata) 

hƴŜ ƎǊŜŜƴ ŦƭƻǿŜǊ ŎƭǳǎǘŜǊ ǇŜǊ ǇƭŀƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳǎǘŜǊ ƴƻǘ ǘŀƭƭŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ōǊƻŀŘΤ ŎǊŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǘǳǊŦ ǿŜŜŘΧ{ƘƻǊǘƭŜŀŦ 
Kyllinga (Kyllinga brevifolia) Low Kyllinga (Kyllinga pumila) is similar but has no rhizome. 

 

http://www.floridagrasses.org/
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B.  Climbing Vine Weeds 

LEAVES COMPOUND 

Leaves pinnately compound ŀƴŘ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘŜΤ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ǇŜŀƭƛƪŜ ǾƛƻƭŜǘΤ ǎŜŜŘǎ ǊŜŘκōƭŀŎƪΧwƻǎŀǊȅ tŜŀ όAbrus precatorius) 

Note: Trumpet Creeper (Campsis radicans) has opposite compound leaves, stems covered with roots, and large 
orange tube-shaped flowers. 

Leaves with 3 leafletsΤ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ǇŜŀƭƛƪŜ ŀƴŘ ȅŜƭƭƻǿΧ/ƻǿǇŜŀ όVigna luteola).   

Note:  Poision Ivy (Toxicodendron radicans) has three leaflets; its stems are covered with roots.  Milkpeas  
(Galactia) often have three leaflets too, but the flowers in those are pinkish. 

Leaves palmately  compound with > 3 leafletsΤ  ǎǘŜƳǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǊƻƻǘǎΧ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ /ǊŜŜǇŜǊ όParthenocissus 
virginiana) 

LEAVES SIMPLE (NOT COMPOUND) 

Leaves Opposite (often heart-shaped or arrow-ƘŜŀŘ ǎƘŀǇŜŘύΥ  {ŜŜ άaƛƭŜ-a-aƛƴǳǘŜ ±ƛƴŜέ ōŜƭƻǿ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ ƻŦ 
Mikania species 

Leaves Alternate: 

Leaves not  lobed (but may have teeth): 

Leaves shaped like arrowheads όƻǊ ǘǊƛŀƴƎǳƭŀǊύΤ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ŦǳȊȊȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛǘŜΧIŜƳǇǾƛƴŜ όMikania scandens) 
Note:  Species of Morning Glories  (Ipomoea)  also often have arrow-head-shaped leaves; their flowers are 
shaped like funnels.  There are several species in South Florida. 

 

Leaves with lobes: 

Leaves 3-lobed and with notched base; with tendrils; flowers yellow; fruit a smooth cucumber green on 
ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎƛŘŜΧ/ǊŜŜǇƛƴƎ-Cucumber (Melothria pendula) 

Leaves usually 5-or 7-lobedΤ ǿƛǘƘ ǘŜƴŘǊƛƭǎΤ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ȅŜƭƭƻǿΤ ŦǊǳƛǘ ŀ ōǳƳǇȅ άŎǳŎǳƳōŜǊέ ƻǊŀƴƎŜ  ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜŘ ǎŜŜŘǎΧ.ŀƭǎŀƳ-Pear (Momordica charantia) 

Note: Noyau Vine (Meremmia dissecta) has similar leaves but no tendrils, a dry capsular fruit, and white 
funnel-shaped flowers with a red eye. 
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C. Weeds With Strong Odors When Crushed 

[ƻǿ ǿŜŜŘ пέ-уέ ǘŀƭƭΣ ǿƛǘƘ four tiny white petals; fruit long like a mini-green beanΧtŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀ .ƛǘǘŜǊŎǊŜǎǎ 
(Cardamine pensylvanica) 

²ŜŜŘ ǘƻ нΩ ǘŀƭƭΤ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ŎƻŀǊǎŜƭȅ ǎŜǊǊŀǘŜ or lobed; flowers white with 4 petals; fruit resembling a tiny 
coinΧtŜǇǇŜǊƎǊŀǎǎ όLepidium virgnicum) 

9ȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ŦǳȊȊȅ ǿŜŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ άŘŀƴŘŜƭƛƻƴέ ŦƭƻǿŜǊΧ/ŀƳǇƘƻǊǿŜŜŘ όHeterotheca subaxillaris) 

¢ŀƭƭ ǿŜŜŘ ǘƻ сΩΤ leaf segments threadlike (resembled Dill)Χ5ƻƎ Cennel  (Eupatorium capillifolium) 

²ŜŜŘ ǘƻ нΩ-оΩ ǘŀƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ άŎƘŜƳƛŎŀƭέ ƻŘƻǊΤ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƎǊŜŜƴΣ ǘƛƎƘǘƭȅ ŎƻƴƎŜǎǘŜŘΧaŜȄƛŎŀƴ ¢Ŝŀ όChenopodium 
ambrosioides) 

Weed mat-forming with deeply pinnately lobed leavesΤ ŦǊǳƛǘ ǊŜǎŜƳōƭŜǎ άaƛŎƪŜȅ aƻǳǎŜέ ŜŀǊǎΧ[ŜǎǎŜǊ {ǿƛƴŜŎress 
(Lepidium didymium) 

±ŜǊȅ ǘŀƭƭ ǿŜŜŘΣ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ сΩ-мнΩ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜΤ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜΣ ŘŜƴǘŀǘŜΤ ŦƭƻǿŜǊ ƘŜŀŘǎ ŦǳȊȊȅΣ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǘƻ ǇƛƴƪƛǎƘΧWŀŎƪ-in-
the-Bush (Chromolaena odorata) 

D. Extremely Fuzzy Weeds 

¸Ŝƭƭƻǿ άŘŀƴŘŜƭƛƻƴέ ŦƭƻǿŜǊΤ  ŦƻƭƛŀƎŜ ŦǊŀƎǊŀƴǘ ǿƘŜƴ ŎǊǳǎƘŜŘΧ/ŀmphorweed (Heterotheca subaxillaris) 

±ŜǊȅ ǘŀƭƭ ǿŜŜŘΣ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ сΩ-мнΩ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜΤ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜΣ ŘŜƴǘŀǘŜΤ ŦƭƻǿŜǊ ƘŜŀŘǎ ŦǳȊȊȅΣ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǘƻ ǇƛƴƪƛǎƘΧWŀŎƪ-in-
the-Bush (Chromolaena odorata) 

²ŜŜŘ ǘƻ сΩ ǘŀƭƭΤ leaves heart-shaped and velvety; flowers round and yelloǿΧIŜŀǊǘƭŜŀŦ {ƛŘŀ όSida cordifolia) 

²ŜŜǎ ǘƻ сΩ ǘŀƭƭΤ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ƭƛƴŜŀǊ ƻǊ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ǎƻΤ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ƘƛǊǎǳǘŜ ǘƻ ƘƛǎǇƛŘΤ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǿƘƛǘŜ ƘŜŀŘǎ 
ό!ǎǘŜǊŀŎŜŀŜύΧ/ŀƴŀŘŀ IƻǊǎŜǿŜŜŘ όConyza canadensis) 

Leaves pinnate ƻƴ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǘƻ оΩ ǘŀƭƭ; flowers coral; pods resemble fuzzy ƘƻǘŘƻƎǎΧIŀƛǊȅ LƴŘƛƎƻ όIndigofera hirsuta) 

Sprawling weeds with opposite entire-margined leaves and fringed stipuleΧaŜȄƛŎŀƴ-Clover (Richardia grandiflora, 
consider also other species of RichardiaΧǎŜŜ άƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ ƭŜŀǾŜǎέ ŀǘ ά9έ below) 

Erect or floppy weed with opposite toothed leavesΤ ŦƭƻǿŜǊ ƘŜŀŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎǊŜŀƳȅ άǇŜǘŀƭǎέ όǊŀȅ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎύΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ о 
ǘŜŜǘƘΧ¢ǊƛŘŀȄ όTridax procumbens) 

CƭƻǿŜǊ ƘŜŀŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ р άǇŜǘŀƭǎέ όǊŀȅ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎέ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘŜǊƳƛƴŀƭ ǘŜŜǘƘΧ{ƘŀƎƎȅ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΣ Dŀƭƭŀƴǘ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ 
(Galinsoga quadriradiata) 

Sprawling weed with opposite, toothy, wrinkled leavesΤ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ȅŜƭƭƻǿΧ²ŜŘŜƭƛŀ όWedelia trilobata aka 
Sphagneticola trilobata) 

9ǊŜŎǘ ǿŜŜŘ ǘƻ нΩ ǘŀƭƭ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǎƻŦǘ ǿƻƻƭƭȅ ƘŀƛǊǎΣ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǎǘem ƭƻƻƪǎ άǎƴƻǿȅέΤ ƭŜŀŦ ōƭŀŘŜǎ ǿƛŘŜǎǘ 
toward the tip and tapering gradually toward the base (obspatulate); flower heads  tightly congested, greenish or 
ŎƘŀŦŦȅΧ/ǳŘǿŜŜŘ όGamochaeta purpurea, or possibly other Gamochaeta or Pseudognaphalium species) 



10 
 

E. Weeds With Opposite Leaves 

If the plant is a vine, see Vines 

tƭŀƴǘ ǘƻ млΩ ƻǊ ǘŀƭƭŜǊΣ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ŎƻƴǎǇƛŎǳƻǳǎƭȅ ƘŀƛǊȅΣ ŦǊŀƎǊŀƴǘ ǿƘŜƴ ŎǊǳǎƘŜŘΧWŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ǳǎƘ όChromolaena odorata) 

Flower heads fuzzy-blueΧ!ƎŜǊŀǘǳƳ όAgeratum houstonianum) 

Flower heads fuzzy-white, resembling tiny shaving brushesΧIŀƳƳƻŎƪ {ƴŀƪŜǊƻƻǘ όAgeratina jucunda; consider 
also species of Eupatorium) 

Plants with milky sapΧ/ƘŀƳŀŜǎȅŎŜ ό{ŜŜ {ŀƴŘ aŀǘ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴǘ Chamaesyce species) 

Plant erect with ƎǊŜŜƴ ƭŜŀŦȅ άǇȅǊŀƳƛŘέ ƻƴ ǘƻǇΣ ǊŜǎŜƳōƭƛƴƎ ŀ ƎǊŜŜƴ άǎƘǊƛƳǇ ǇƭŀƴǘέΧ.ƭŜŎƘǳƳ όBlechum 
pyramidatum) 

Leaves linear; plants green to rust-colored, standing 1έ-3έ tall; flowers white, tinyΧwǳǎǘǿŜŜŘ όPolypreumum 
procumbens) 

Plant sprawling; leaves narrowly elliptic with stipule between them; flowers white, on long wirelike stalks, with 4 
petals; fruƛǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǿƻ ŎƻƴǎǇƛŎǳƻǳǎ ƭƻōŜǎΧhƭŘ ²ƻǊƭŘ 5ƛŀƳƻƴŘ CƭƻǿŜǊ όOldenlandia corymbosa) 

[ŜŀǾŜǎ ғ ѹέ ƭƻƴƎΣ ǾŜǊȅ ŎǊƻǿŘŜŘΧ!ǊǘƛƭƭŜǊȅ tƭŀƴǘ όPilea microphylla) 

Erect herb or subshrub;  leaves narrowly elliptic to near-linear, clustered at nodes, with stipules; flowers tiny, 
white, clustered in more or less globe-shaped headsΧ.ǳǘǘƻƴǿŜŜŘ όSpermacoce verticillata)  The native 
Spermacoce assurgens is smaller, has the flower heads less globe-shaped, and the leaves are not clustered at the 
nodes.) 

LEAVES FUZZY: 

Leaves fuzzy, entire-margined,  ǿƛǘƘ ŦǊƛƴƎŜŘ ǎǘƛǇǳƭŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜƳΧRichardia (see Mexican-Clover for distinctions 
among the three locally common Richardia species) 

Leaves entire-margined, with no stipule; flowers white, with the 5 petals split to resemble 10 petals at a 
ƎƭŀƴŎŜΧ/ƘƛŎƪǿŜŜŘ όStellaria media) 

[ŜŀǾŜǎ ŎƻŀǊǎŜƭȅ ǎŜǊǊŀǘŜΤ  ŦƭƻǿŜǊ ƘŜŀŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎǊŜŀƳȅ Ǌŀȅ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ о ǘŜŜǘƘΤ ŦǊǳƛǘǎ ŀǊŜ άǇŀǊŀŎƘǳǘŜǎέΧ¢ǊƛŘŀȄ 
(Tridax procumbens) 

CƭƻǿŜǊ ƘŜŀŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ р άǇŜǘŀƭǎέ όǊŀȅ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎέ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘŜǊƳƛƴŀƭ ǘŜŜǘƘΧ{ƘŀƎƎȅ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΣ Dŀƭlant Soldiers 
(Galinsoga quadriradiata) 

Leaves fuzzy; deeply wrinkled, coarsely  serrate-ƭƻōŜŘΤ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ ƘŜŀŘǎ ό!ǎǘŜǊŀŎŜŀŜύΧ²ŜŘŜƭƛŀ όWedelia 
trilobata) 

LEAVES HAIRLESS OR NEARLY SO: 

Plant sprawling; leaves serrate, flower heads white and purplish, congested on a long stalk resembling a 
matchΧaŀǘŎƘ tƭŀƴǘ όLippia nodosa) 

Leaves serrate; flowers tube-shaped  yellowΧ.ŀōȅ WǳƳǇ-Up (Mecardonia procumbens) 

Leaves serrate; flower heads (Asteraceae) yellowΧIƻǊǎŜƘŜǊō όCalyptocarpus vialis) 

Leaves entire-margined, sessile or nearly so, as broad as longΤ ŦǊǳƛǘ ǎǘƛŎƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǾŜƭŎǊƻΧ5ǊȅƳŀǊȅ όDrymaria cordata) 
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Leaves entire-margined, ovate, with deeply indented veins; flower stalks long and spidery, with purplish flowers 
ŀƴŘ ŜƭƻƴƎŀǘŜ ŦǊǳƛǘǎ ōǊƻŀŘŜƴŜŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǇǎΧRed Spiderling (Boerhavia  diffusa) 

Leaves entire-margined;  plants sprawling;  stipules absent (vs. Button Weed);  flowers congested in more or less 
globe-shaped heads on long stalksΧWƻȅǿŜŜŘ όAlternanthera flavescens) 

Leaves entire-margined, the blades often about as broad as long; flowers tiny, green, at the nodesΧFlorida 
Pellitory (leaves opposite or alternate) (Parietaria floridana) 
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F.  Weeds With Palmately Lobed or Trifoliate Leaves (Having Three Leaflets) 

Leaves palmately lobed or fringed, but not diviŘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ о ƭŜŀŦƭŜǘǎΧ²ƛƭŘ DŜǊŀƴƛǳƳ όGeranium carolinianum) 

Climbing vine with roots along the stem; flowers whiteΧtƻƛǎƻƴ LǾȅ όToxicodendron radicans) 
(Similar Virgina Creeper, Parthenocissus quinquefolia, has 5 or more leaflets per leaf.) 
 
Highly aggressive, large climbing vine ǿƛǘƘ ƭŜŀŦƭŜǘǎ Ҕ оέ ƭƻƴƎ, not root-bearing along the stem; flowers 
ǇǳǊǇƭŜΧYǳŘȊǳ όPuereria montana) 
 
Plants creeping or sprawling; leaflets serrate but with no white chevron (vs. Trifolium) ; flowers tiny and congested 
into yellow hopliƪŜ ƘŜŀŘǎΧ.ƭŀŎƪ aŜŘƛŎ  όMedicago lupulina or M. polymorpha; M. sativa, Alfalfa, has purplish 
flowers.) 

tƭŀƴǘǎ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǿŜŜŘǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ мΩ ǘŀƭƭΤ leaflets with a deeply notched tipΤ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ȅŜƭƭƻǿΧ{ƻǳǊƎǊŀǎǎ όOxalis 
corniculata) 

tƭŀƴǘǎ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǿŜŜŘǎ ғ мΩ ǘŀƭƭ; ƭŜŀŦƭŜǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǿƘƛǘŜ άŎƘŜǾǊƻƴέ ƳŀǊƪΣ ǎŜǊǊŀǘŜΧ5ǳǘŎƘ ²ƘƛǘŜ /ƭƻǾŜǊ όTrifolium album) 

CǊŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǿŜŜŘǎ ғ мΩ ǘŀƭƭΤ leaflets with no white mark, and entire-margined, sometimes with reddish margins;  
middl leaflet stalked; flowers pink, pealike...Threeflower  Beggarweed (Desmodium triflorum) 

Plants prostrate or erect; leaflets with a silvery- white smudge in the center, entire-margined; central leaflet 
stalked; ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ǇǳǊǇƭŜΤ ŦǊǳƛǘ ŀ ǎǘƛŎƪǘƛƎƘǘΧ/ǊŜŜǇƛƴƎ .ŜƎƎŀǊǿŜŜŘ όDesmodium incanum) 

Plants may be sprawling but ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŜǊŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ оΩ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘŀƭƭΤ  ƭŜŀŦƭŜǘǎ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ-margined, with no white mark, 
the central leaflet on a long stalk; flowers purple and pealikeΤ ǎǘƛŎƪǘƛƎƘǘ ǇƻŘǎ ǘǿƛǎǘŜŘΧ5ƛȄƛŜ .ŜƎƎŀǊǿŜŜŘ 
(Desmodium tortuosum) (and see the following species) 

Plants tƻ оΩ ǘŀƭƭ ōǳǘ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊΤ  trifoliate leaves may be mistaken for the preceding species but the central 
leaflet sessile or nearly so, the stipules inconspicuous and < 0.5 mm long; fruit a long cylindric pod (vs. segmented 
sticktights); flowers purplishΣ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ōƛƭŀǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǎȅƳƳŜǘǊƛŎŀƭΧFringed Spiderflower (Cleome rutidosperma) 

Plants erect ǘƻ пΩ ǘŀƭƭΣ ǘƘŜ ŦǊǳƛǘǎ ŜƭƻƴƎŀǘŜΣ sausage-shaped inflated pods that rattle when ripe.  Flowers pealike: 
yellow or yellow marked with red.  Central leaflet not stalkedΧwŀǘǘƭŜōƻȄŜǎ ό/ǊƻǘŀƭŀǊƛŀ).   Lance-leaf Rattlebox has 
three narrow lanceolate leaflets.  Smooth Rattlebox  has three broad elliptic leaflets.  Showy Rattlebox has simple 
leaves. 

tƭŀƴǘǎ ǎǇǊŀǿƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ оΩ ǘŀƭƭΤ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ǇŜŀƭƛƪŜΣ ȅŜƭƭƻǿΤ  leaflets narrowly elliptic, with acuminate apexΧCheesy Toes 
(Stylosanthes hamata) 
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G. Weeds With Pinnately Compound (or Deeply Pinnately Lobed) Leaves  

Plant a vineΤ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ǾƛƻƭŜǘΤ ǎŜŜŘǎ ǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ōƭŀŎƪΧwƻǎŀǊȅ tŜŀ όAbrus precatorius) 

Plant creeping; compound leaves opposite; flowers bright yellow; fruit a spiny burrΧtǳƴŎǘǳǊŜ ±ƛƴŜ όTribulus 
cistoides) 

tƭŀƴǘ  ǘƻ оΩ ǘŀƭƭΣ ƘŀƛǊƭŜǎǎΤ the compound leaves opposite, very irregular, the edges serrate, the tips of the lobes 
sharply pointed;  flower heads (Asteraceae) white with yellow centers;  ŦǊǳƛǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛŎƪǘƛƎƘǘǎΧ{ǇŀƴƛǎƘ bŜŜŘƭŜǎΣ 
Beggarticks (Bidens alba) 

tƭŀƴǘǎ ŜǊŜŎǘ ǘƻ оΩ ǘŀƭƭΣ hairy;  the compound leaves having entire-margined rounded  leaflets; flowers pinkish-rosy, 
pealike; fruits resemble tiny bristly hotdogsΧHairy Indigo (Indigofera hirsuta) 

Plants creeping; pinnately compound leaves with 5-7 obovate leaflets; flowers pealike, salmon-coloredΧCreeping 
Indigo (Indigofera spicata) 

tƭŀƴǘ ŜǊŜŎǘΣ ǘƻ оΩ ǘŀƭƭΣ the opposite fernlike  deeply pinnately lobed  (to essentially compound), the leaflets lobed; 
leaf parts with rounded tipsΤ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƎǊŜŜƴƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƛƴ ŘŜƴǎŜ ŎƭǳǎǘŜǊǎΧRagweed (Ambrosia artemisiifolia) 

tƭŀƴǘǎ  ǘƻ оΩ ǘŀƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ƳǳǎǘŀǊŘ ƻŘƻǊ ǿƘŜƴ ŎǊǳǎƘŜŘΤ leaves irregularly pinnately lobed (but not compound); flowers 
yellow with 4  petalsΧLeaf Mustard (Brassica juncea) 

Sprawling; strong odor when crushed;  leaves pinnately compound (or very deeply lobed), the leaflets irregularly 
ƭƻōŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƻǘƘŜŘΤ ŦǊǳƛǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǿƻ άƳƛŎƪŜȅ ƳƻǳǎŜ ŜŀǊǎέΧLesser Swinecress 
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H. Weeds Having Simple, Alternate (or Rosette), Toothed Leaves 

Flowers pink ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻƴƎ ƛƴŦŜǊƛƻǊ ƻǾŀǊƛŜǎΧ.ŜŜōƭƻǎǎƻƳ όGaura angustifolia) 

Plant with milky sapΧ ǎŜŜ άǿŜŜŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴƛƭƪȅ ǎŀǇέ ōŜƭƻǿ 

Leaves painfully spinyΧtǳǊǇƭŜ ¢Ƙƛǎǘle (Cirsium horridulum) 

Serrate (teeth oriented toward leaf tip like a sawblade): 

If some or all of the leaves are compoundΣ ǎŜŜΧBeggarticks (Bidens alba) 

If the ŎǊǳǎƘŜŘ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ŜƳƛǘ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ άŎƘŜƳƛŎŀƭέ ƻŘƻǊΧaŜȄƛŎŀƴ ¢Ŝŀ όChenopodium ambrosioides; consider 
also Peppergrass, Lepidium virginicum) 

Plant with tiny white 4-ǇŜǘŀƭƭŜŘ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǊƻǳƴŘ Ŧƭŀǘ ŦǊǳƛǘǎ мκуέ ƛƴ ŘƛŀƳŜǘŜǊ; leaves smelly when 
ŎǊǳǎƘŜŘΧtŜǇǇŜǊƎǊŀǎǎ όLepidium virginicum) 

Leaves all in a basal cluster, with widely spaced teeth; flowers green in a vertical green wandΧtƭŀƴǘŀƛƴ 
(Plantago  virginica) 

Rosette ǿƛǘƘ ƛǊǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǘƻƻǘƘŜŘ ƭŜŀǾŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ пΩ ǘŀƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜƳ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ƴŀǊǊƻǿ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻǘƘŜŘΤ 
plant parts with conspicuous long stiff hairsΧ/ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ Horseweed (Conyza candensis) 

Flowers lilac; leaves with long-tapered basesΧLittle Ironweed (Cyanthillium cinereum) 

Flowers yellow: 

Flowers sessile or nearly so; leaves hairless or nearly soΧWireweed (Sida ulmifolia) 

Flowers sessile or nearly so; leaves very fuzzyΧIŜŀǊǘƭŜŀŦ {ƛŘŀ όSida cordifolia) 

Flowers on wire-like stems 1-нέ ƭƻƴƎΧIndian Hemp (Sida rhombifolia) 

Dentate (teeth point straight out)  or spiny or irregularly Lobed: 

tƭŀƴǘǎ ǎǇǊŀǿƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ Ƴƻƛǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎΤ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻǘŎƘŜŘ ōŀǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŜǘƘ ǎƘŀƭƭƻǿΧ!ǎƛŀǘƛŎ tŜƴƴȅǿƻǊǘ (Centella 
asiatica) 

tƭŀƴǘǎ ғ мΩ ǘŀƭƭΤ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǊǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƭƻōŜŘΣ pungent when crushed; flowers tiny with 4 white 
ǇŜǘŀƭǎΤ ǇƻŘǎ ƭƻƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜ ƎǊŜŜƴ ōŜŀƴǎΧtŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀ .ƛǘǘŜǊŎǊŜǎǎ όCardamine pensylvanica) 

tƭŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ нΩ ǘŀƭƭΤ ƭŜŀŦ ōŀǎŜǎ ǿǊŀǇ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǎǘŜƳΤ ŦƭƻǿŜǊ ƘŜŀŘǎ ǊŜŘ ƻǊ ƭƛƭŀŎΧ¢ŀǎǎŜƭ CƭƻǿŜǊǎ όEmilia fosbergii 
(red) and E. sonchifolia (lilac)) 

tƭŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ оΩ ǘŀƭƭΣ with mealy white powder on young growthΤ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƎǊŜŜƴ ƛƴ ŎƻƴƎŜǎǘŜŘ ŎƭǳǎǘŜǊǎΧLambs 
Quarters (Chenopodium album) 

tƭŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ нΩ ǘŀƭƭΦ  Flowers yellow, resembling dandelion flower but numerous; basal leaves irregularly lobed 
ŀƴŘ ƴŀǊǊƻǿŜŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜΧ!ǎƛŀǘƛŎ IŀǿƪǎōŜŀǊŘ όYoungia japonica) 

Very common weed having leaves with large, irregular lobes and teeth, the stems ǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ пΩ ǘŀƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ 
rosette; flower heads mostly white with a long cylindric vaselike involucre of phyllaries (green base to the 
ŦƭƻǿŜǊ ƘŜŀŘǎύΧ.ǳǊƴǿŜŜŘ όErechtites hieraciifolius) 
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tƭŀƴǘǎ ғ муέ ǘŀƭƭΤ ǇŜǘŀƭǎ ȅŜƭƭƻǿƛǎƘΣ  ǘƘŜ ǎŜǇŀƭǎ ŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŀ Ƙǳǎƪ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻǿŜǊ ōŀǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ŦǊǳƛǘΧHusk Tomato.  There are several species of Physalis in Florida.  Physalis walteri and P. angustifiolia 
have stellate trichomes, P. walteri throughout, and P. angustifolia glabrous except on the sepals.  The 
other species have simple trichomes.  Physalis angulata has sharp teeth on the leaves.  Physalis pubescens 
and P. arenicola have similar pubescent leaves with irregular lobes and blunt teeth; the former has dark 
spots on the flower, and the latter has flowers with no dark spots.  There are additional species but not 
likely encountered as weeds, esp. in South Florida. 
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I.  Weeds Having Alternate Simple Leaves With Smooth (Entire) Leaf Margins 

tƭŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ рΩ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘŀƭƭΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ уέ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƻƴƎΣ ōŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǿƘƛǘŜ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŜǊŜŎǘ ƻǊ ŘŀƴƎƭƛƴƎ ǊŀŎŜƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
ŘŀǊƪ ǇǳǊǇƭŜ ōŜǊǊƛŜǎΧtƻƪŜǿŜŜŘ όPhytolacca americana) 

Plant ǘƻ рΩ ǘŀƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ōǊƛƎƘǘ ǎƘƻǿȅ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ; leaves simpleΧ{Ƙƻǿȅ wŀǘǘƭŜōƻȄ όCrotalaria spectabilis) (Other 
rattleboxes have trifoliate leaves) 

tƭŀƴǘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŀ ǊƻǎŜǘǘŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ рΩ ǘŀƭƭΣ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǎŜǘǘŜ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ǘƻƻǘƘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜƳ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ƭƛƴŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǳƴǘƻƻthed; 
plant with conspicuous stiff white ƘŀƛǊǎ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ǇŀǊǘǎΧ/ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ IƻǊǎŜǿŜŜŘ όConyza canadensis) 

Plants ǘƻ оΩ ǘŀƭƭΣ ǘƘƻǊƴȅΧ{Ǉƛƴȅ !ƳŀǊŀƴǘƘ όAmaranthus spinosus; see Purple Amaranthus) 

tƭŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ оΩ ǘŀƭƭΦ  [ŜŀǾŜǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƴƻǘŎƘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǇΧtǳǊǇƭŜ !ƳŀǊŀƴǘƘǳǎ όAmaranthus blitum) 

tƭŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ нΩ ǘŀƭƭΤ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ǎǇŀǘǳƭŀǘŜΣ ǎǘŜƳǎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǿƻƻƭΧ/ǳŘǿŜŜŜŘ όGamochaeta purpurea) 

5ŜƭƛŎŀǘŜ ǿŜŜŘ ǘƻ муέ ǘŀƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƛƴȅ ƎǊŜŜƴ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƛƴ ƭŜŀŦ ŀȄƛƭǎΤ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘŜ ƻǊ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜΧCƭƻǊƛŘŀ tŜƭƭƛǘƻǊȅ 
(Parietaria floridana) 

¢ǳǊŦ ǿŜŜŘ ǘƻ сέ ǘŀƭƭΤ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛǎǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴŀǘŜƭȅ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǎǘƛǇǳƭŜǎΧ!ƭȅŎŜ /ƭƻǾŜǊ ό Alysicarpus vaginalis) 

Creeping turf weed with deeply notched leaf ōŀǎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ōƭŀŘŜǎ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ǊƻǳƴŘΧtƻƴȅΩǎ CƻƻǘΣ 5ƛŎƘƻƴŘǊŀ 
(Dichondra caroliniensis) 

Creeping weed with rounded succulent leaves; flowers yellow; open fruits resembling a tiny nest with 
ŜƎƎǎΧtǳǊǎƭŀƴŜ όPortulaca  oleracea)  Portulaca amilis, an introduced species, has flat leaves and purple flowers.   
Portulaca pilosa is native and likewise has purple flowers, but the leaves are round (vs. flat).  Trianthema 
portulacastrum is unusual---it has broad leaves not very succulent and pale pinkish flowers. 

Plants creeping with small blue 3-ǇŜǘŀƭƭŜŘ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎΧ{ǇǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ 5ŀȅŦƭƻǿŜǊ όCommelina diffusa) 
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J.  Aquatic Weeds 

Floating freely unrooted: 

Leaves extremely fuzzy, in a cabbage-ƭƛƪŜ ǊƻǎŜǘǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ Ǌƻƻǘǎ ŘŀƴƎƭƛƴƎΧ²ŀǘŜǊ [ŜǘǘǳŎŜ όPistia statiotes) 

Leaf bases ǎǿƻƭƭŜƴ ƛƴǘƻ ŦƭƻŀǘǎΧ²ŀǘŜǊ-Hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes) 

Plant < ½έ in diameter, made of one or more ǊƻǳƴŘƛǎƘ ƎǊŜŜƴ ŘƛǎƪǎΧ5ǳŎƪǿŜŜŘ όLemna sp.)  (Consider also 
Mosquitofern, Azolla ficuloides, or possibly A. pinnata.  Azollas are tiny floating ferns with overlapping 
scales resembling tiny shingles) 

Weed floating freely; leaves coin-sized, fuzzy, paired, wiǘƘ ŘŀƴƎƭƛƴƎ ǊƻƻǘǎΧ²ŀǘŜǊ-Spangles (Salvinia 
minima, also possible, S. molesta) 

Rooted, either submerged or rising to the surface: 

[ŜŀǾŜǎ ŘƛǎǎŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƭƛƴŜŀǊ ǎŜƎƳŜƴǘǎΧ/ƻƻƴǘŀƛƭ όCeratophyllum demersum) 

[ŜŀǾŜǎ ǇƛƴƴŀǘŜΣ ǊŜǎŜƳōƭƛƴƎ ŦƛƴŜ ŦƛǎƘ ǎƪŜƭŜǘƻƴǎΧtŀǊǊƻǘŦŜather (Myriophyllum pinnatum, or other 
Myriophyllum species) 

[ŜŀǾŜǎ ǇƛƴƴŀǘŜΣ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ aȅǊƛƻǇƘȅƭƭǳƳ ōǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŜǿŜǊ ƭŜŀŦƭŜǘǎ όғ у ǾǎΦ Ҕ млύΧaŜǊƳŀƛŘ όProsperpinaca 
pectinata) 

Leaves opposite; stem hollow and floatingΤ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǿƘƛǘŜ ŎƻƴƎŜǎǘŜŘ ƘŜŀŘΧAlligator Weed 
(Alternanthera philoxeroides) 

Leaves opposite; stem square; flowers 2-ƭƛǇǇŜŘΧIndian Swampweed (Hygrophila polysperma) 

[ŜŀǾŜǎ ǿƘƻǊƭŜŘΣ ƴƻǘ ǎŜǊǊŀǘŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘǊƛō ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǇǊƛŎƪƭŜǎΧ.ǊŀȊƛƭƛŀƴ ²ŀǘŜǊǿŜŜŘ όEgeria densa) 

Leaves whorled; serrate; midvein witƘ ǇǊƛŎƪƭŜǎ ōŜƴŜŀǘƘΧHydrilla (Hydrilla verticillata) 

Sedge sometimes floating matsΤ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƛƴ ƎƭƻōƻǎŜ ƘŜŀŘǎΤ ŀŎƘŜƴŜǎ ǿƘƛǘŜΧ/ǳōŀƴ .ǳƭǊǳǎƘ όOxycaryum 
cubense) 

 

K. Weeds With Milky Sap 

[ŜŀǾŜǎ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜΧSand Mats (See Chamaesyce ǳƴŘŜǊ άƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ ƭŜŀǾŜǎέ ŀōƻǾŜύ 

LŜŀǾŜǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǇƭŀǎƘ ƻŦ ǊŜŘΧ²ƛƭŘ tƻƛƴǎŜǘǘƛŀ όPoinsettia cyathophora) 

tƭŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ оΩ ǘŀƭƭΤ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ǘƻ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ƛƴŎƘŜǎ ƭƻƴƎΣ ƛǊǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƭƻōŜŘΤ  ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ о-ƭƻōŜŘ ƻǾŀǊƛŜǎΧCƛŘŘƭŜǊΩǎ {ǇǳǊƎŜ 
(Poinsettia heterophylla) (Similar to Wild Poinsettia but without the red markings) 

tƭŀƴǘ ǘƻ нΩ ǘŀƭƭΤ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ о-ƭƻōŜŘ ƻǾŀǊȅΧDǊŀǎǎƭŜŀŦ 9ǳǇƘƻǊōƛŀ όEuphorbia graminea) 
όwŜǎŜƳōƭŜǎ CƛŘŘƭŜǊΩǎ {ǇǳǊƎŜ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛƴƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ǿƘƛǘŜ ŀǎ ƻǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƎǊŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ Ǉƛƴƪύ 
 

CƭƻǿŜǊ ƘŜŀŘ ǎƛƴƎƭŜΣ ȅŜƭƭƻǿΧDandelion (Taraxacum officinale) 

Plant to пΩ ǘŀƭƭΤ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴŀƛƴ ǾŜƛƴ ǇǳǊǇƭŜΣ ƭŜŀŦ ōŀǎŜ ŎǳǊƭŜŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜƳΤ ŦƭƻǿŜǊ ƘŜŀŘǎ 
ȅŜƭƭƻǿΧSowthistle (Sonchus oleraceus, or S. asper) 
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Alligator 

Weed 
Alternanthera 

philoxeroides 
al-ter-NAN-thur-ah fill-ox-

er-OID-ees 

Amaranthaceae 

Native to: South America 

Recognition: Sprawling 

herb usually in water, or in 

row crops and gardens; stem 

often pinkish; leaves opposite, elliptic to oblanceolate; fruits tiny, one-seeded. 

Potentially confused species:   Gomphrena has two bracts beneath the flower head.  Joy-Weed 

(Alternanthera flavescens) grows in dry habitats, has the tepals pubescent (vs. glabrous), and 

usually lanceolate (vs. elliptic or widest above the middle) leaves. 

Other:  Alligator Flea Beetles have been released as biological control for this weed. 

Contributed by: Sarah Lopinot.  

 

Alyce Clover, One-Leaf Clover  
Alysicarpus vaginalis 
al-liss-ee-KAR-pus  vaj-in-AL-iss 

Fabaceae 

Native to:  Old World Tropics  

Florida abundance and distribution: 

Naturalized in Florida, Southern United States 

and the West Indies 

Recognition: Stems erect or spreading, up to 

1 cm. long, with leaves singular, simple and 

alternate, ovate to lanceolate, up to 2.5 cm 

long.  Plants with disproportionately large 

conspicuous stipules. Flowers in racemes, with 

6 to 12 flowers; corolla red, reddish purple, 

purplish blue or yellow, pods compressed with 

4 to 7 segments 

Other:  Grown as a forage plant. 

Contributed by Andrea Schechter 
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Artillery-Plant 
Pilea microphylla 
PILE-ee-ah mike-crow-FILL-ah 

Urticaceae 

Native to: Florida native 

Florida abundance and distribution:  

Scattered throughout 

Recognition: Low to the ground.  Leaves 

crowded, more or less elliptic,  small, < 1ò 

long,  in a single plane on light green 

stems.  Flowers green and small.  Plant 

resembles a fern. 

Contributed by : Nathan Hendry 
 

Asiatic Hawksbeard   
Youngia japonica 
YOUNG-ee-ah jaw-PON-ah-cah 

Asteraceae 

Native to: Asia, naturalized worldwide in warm climates, including the S.E.U.S. 

Florida abundance and distribution: Throughout 

Recognition: Rosette-forming and taprooted.  Leaves pinnately sharply lobed with a large 

terminal lobe, the lateral lobes becoming smaller toward the base.  Flowering stalks rising above 

the leaves, having up to 30 flower heads, these yellow and resembling dandelion flowers. 

Potentially confused species: Dandelion has only one flower head/stalk. 

Means of dispersal: Seedlike fruits on feathery ñparachutes.ò 

Contributed by: Janel Schaffer 
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Asiatic Pennywort  
Centella asiatica 

(Hydrocotyle asiatica)  
sen-TELL-ah ays-e-AT-ah-cah 

Apiaceae (or Araliaceae) 

Native to:  Warm Asia 

Florida abundance and distribution: 

Ditches and other low moist places 

throughout Florida 

Recognition:  Small, low-growing, herbaceous perennial having shovel-shaped leaves 

sometimes with red edges.  Flowers small, white to pink. 

Means of dispersal: Rhizomes and seeds 

Other:  In India and in Asia this species has served as a medicinal herb for thousands of years. 

Today Centella asiatica is used in a wide variety of pharmaceutical products for skin care, 

kidney and liver problems, wounds, and the immune system.  Centella leaves are used fresh in 

salads and dried in teas. 

Contributed by: William Mullarkey 

 

Australian-Pine   
Casuarina equisetifolia 
caz-you-RINE-ah ek-qua-seat-ah-FOAL-ee-ah 

Casuarinaceae 

Native to: Old World 

Florida abundance and distribution: Mostly along canals and shores. Chiefly in the Peninsula 

(and a little on the Gulf Coast in the Panhandle) and mostly coastal, especially northward.  

Historically used to hold the soil and to prevent erosion, and an Potentially cultivated shade tree 

on beaches and in challenging sites.    Nuisance exotic able to take over vast spaces crowding out 

other vegetation. 

Recognition:  Evergreen tree resembling a conifer, 20-120ô tall with ñpine-needle-likeò 

branchlets. Trees monoecious, the male flowers tiny,  in simple spikes ¼-1.5ò long; female 

flowers tiny,  in tight clusters on short peduncles, the female inflorescence maturing into a 

woody ñconeò resembling a conifer cone.  

 Potentially confused species:  Australian-

Pine is not a pine, it is a flowering plant.    

Australian-Pine ñneedlesò are thin branchlets 

bearing whorls of  6-8 tiny scalelike leaves 

forming sheaths around the nodes.  There are 

three species of Casuarina in Florida. 

Contributed by: Ginelle Monico 
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Baby Jump-Up 

Mecardonia procumbens 
meek-err-DOAN-ee-ah pro-COME-bens 

Scrophulariaceae 

Native to:  Florida, Louisiana, Texas, 

Arizona, and tropical America 

Florida abundance and distribution:  
Occasional in Florida, mostly in southern 

and central parts of the state, but reported 

also from the western end of the 

panhandle. 

Recognition:  Usually a small sprawling 

plant with opposite toothed leaves 1-3 cm 

long.  The tiny bright lemon yellow 

flowers are the best diagnostic character.  The petals barely extend past the green sepals and the mouth of 

the flower is not wide open, looking slightly squeezed together. 

Potentially confused species:  Although easily overlooked, upon close examination this little plant is 

distinctive, at least when in bloom. 

Other:  Although baby jump-up occurs on edges of ponds, streams and cypress prairies, in South Florida 

it seems to be more common as a weed in lawns, golf courses, and nurseries, where it benefits from 

irrigation. 

Contributed by; David Black, Ph.D.  Photo: Firefly Forest 

 

Baldwinôs Flatsedge, Globe Sedge 
Cyperus croceus 
sigh-PEAR-us CROW-see-us 

Cyperaceae 

Native to: Florida native 

Florida abundance and distribution: 

Throughout, one of the most common 

weedy sedges 

Recognition: Perennial 1-3ô tall, with 

nearly globose spikelet clusters usually 

on long bare wands. 

Easily confused species:  This species 

resembles C. retrorsus and has in some 

classifications been treated as a synonym. 

The latter has more-cylindric spikelet 

clusters, and 40-120 (vs. 10-50) rounded 

(vs. flat) spikelets. 

Internet reference: 

www.floridagrasses.org 

Contributed by: Ginelle Monico 
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Balsam Pear, 

Cerasee  
Momordica charantia 
muh-MORD-ah-cah  kar-ANT-ee-ah 

Cucurbitaceae 

Native to: Southern Asia 

Florida abundance and distribution:  
In disturbed sites from Putnam Co. to 

the central and southern peninsula.    

Recognition: A fast growing climber 

that reaches a height of 6ô and bears 

deeply lobed and alternate leaves, 

yellow flowers and orange-yellow fruit red on the inside. Flowering mostly in summer and 

fruiting mostly during the autumn. 

Other:  Thereôs growing evidence that Balsam Pear may be helpful in the treatment of Type-2 

diabetes.  In the Caribbean the plant is called Cerasee (with different spelling variations) and is a 

traditional medicine for numerous ailments.  Contributed by: Geovany Esteban 
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Beach 

Sunflower 
Helianthus debilis  
he-lee-AN-thus DEB-ah-l us 

Asteraceae 

Native:  Florida native 

Florida Abundance and Distribution:  

Salt tolerant, common near ocean shores 

and any other full-sun areas throughout 

Florida. 

Recognition:  Grows low to the ground, rooting at the nodes.  Leaves scratchy, vaguely deltoid, 

alternate.   Ray flowers yellow, disk black or dark brown 

Potentially confused species:  Species of Coreopsis have opposite leaves. 

Other: Blooms several times throughout the year.  Propagates through seed. 

Contributed (including photo) by:  Carolyn Hendry 
 

Beeblossom, 

Gaura 
Gaura angustifolia 
GOW-rah  

ann-goost-ah-FOAL-ee-ah 

Onagraceae 

Native to:  Florida native 

Florida abundance and 

distribution :  Throughout  

Recognition:  Narrow-leaved 

weed having pink flowers in 

spring and summer, these with 

long inferior ovaries 

Contributed by: George Rogers 
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Beggar Ticks,  

Spanish Needles 
Bidens alba 
BYE-dens AL-bah 

Asteraceae 

Native to: Native to Florida 

Florida abundance and distribution:   Very 

abundant, throughout 

Recognition:  Herbaceous, with opposite 

compound, serrate leaves. Flower heads with white ray flowers and yellow disk flowers.   

Seedlike fruits cling by two short sharp needles to clothing. 

Potentially confused species: Tridax has simple leaves, conspicuously 3-notched ray flowers, 

extensive pubescence, and parachute-type fruits (vs. sticktights).  There are additional species of 

Bidens in Florida.   Bidens mitis and B. laevis have yellow flower heads. Bidens bipinnata has 

double compound (vs. once-compound) leaves and fruits with 3 (vs. 2) horns.  

Contributed by: June Wilkinson and Carolyn Hendry.  Floral photo by Carolyn Hendry 
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Bermuda Grass 
Cynodon dactylon 
SIN-oh-dawn  DACT-ah-lawn 

Poaceae 

Native to: Africa, Asia, and beyond 

Florida abundance and distribution:    

Throughout  

Recognition:  Leaf blades gray-green, 

short with rough edges.  Erect stems to 

12ò tall.  Seed heads in distinctive 

fingerlike umbels of 2-6 spikes.   

Other: Highly aggressive, crowding out 

other grasses and invasive.  It is fast-

growing and tough, making this species popular for lawns, golf courses, sporting fields, and 

coast areas.  Prefers full sun. Reproduces through seeds, runners, and rhizomes.  Reported to 

have antimicrobial and antiviral properties, as well as uses against urinary tract infections,  

prostatitis, syphilis, dysentery, diabetes, and toothache. 

Internet sources: 2011 American-Lawn.com.  www.floridagrasses.org 

Contributed by: Grace Walton 

 

Black Medic  
Medicago lupulina 
med-ah-CAW-go loop-you-LINE-ah 

Fabaceae (Leguminosae) 

Native to:  Eurasia 

Florida abundance and 

distribution :  Throughout 

Recognition:  Summer annual or 

short-lived perennial in disturbed 

areas.  Prostrate to 1ô tall, with 

nitrogen-fixing root nodules.  Stems 

1-2ô long, with small hairs.  Leaves 

trifoliate, the central leaflet on a 

separate petiolule, the leaflet margins 

serrulate.  Flowers tiny, yellow, numerous in thimble-like bunches.  Fruit a tiny pod that remains 

closed at maturity. 

Potentially confused species: Other local weeds with trifoliate leaflets include Beggarweeds 

(Desmodium species), which differ by having entire leaflets and purplish flowers and non-serrate 

leaflets; Oxalis, which has deeply notched leaflets;  and Dutch White Clover (Trifolium album in 

this guide) with white flowers and a white chevron on each leaflet. 

Other:   Fodder.  Birds eat the fruits/seeds, and honeybees visit the flowers.  

Contributed by: Andrea Schechter 

 

http://www.floridagrasses.org/
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Black Nightshade  
Solanum americanum 
so-LAY -num ah-mer-ah-CANE-um 

Solanaceae 

Native to: Florida native 

Florida abundance and distribution: 

Abundant throughout 

Recognition: Perennial or subshrub to about 

4ô tall, having irregularly shaped leaves, 

which may have entire or coarsely serrate 

margins  Flowers white, star-shaped, with 5 

sepals, 5 petals, 5 yellow stamens, and a 

solitary pistil.  Fruit a black berry. 

Potentially confused species:   There are 

other species of Solanum in Florida (see also 

Tropical Soda Apple in the present guide).    

The present species stands apart by not being 

a vine, by not being conspicuously fuzzy, by 

being thornless, and by having black berries. 

Other: Black nightshade is extremely 

poisonous.  It contains alkaloids (including 

tropane, pyridine, solanine) and sterols.   

Symptoms include digestive disturbance, 

weakness, trembling, impaired breathing, and 

paralysis. 

Contributed by: Ryan Agnew  
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Blackroot  
Pterocaulon pycnostachyum 
tear-oh-CALL-on  

pick-no-STAKE-ee-um 

Asteraceae 

 

Native to: Florida native, more a wildflower 

than a weed 

Florida abundance and distribution:  
Throughout Florida, grows best in wel l 

drained soil , often in sandy places and in 

pine woods, cannot tolerate salt,  can survive 

to 10° F. Flowers both in spring and fall. 

Recognit ion: Perennial 1-2ô tall, alone or in small 

populations, with stiff erect stem(s) pale and covered 

with soft hairs. Leaf blades with a white mid-vein,  

having a decurrent base giving the stem a winged 

aspect.  Small, white flower heads, without ray 

flowers, in a cylindric spike, may be tinted pink to purple at the tips.  

Other: The root stores coumarin, which is poisonous to humans. Self-propagates by seed.                                                       

Contributed by: Carolyn Hendry 

 

Brazilian-Clover, Brazilian Pusley 
Richardia brasiliensis 
reh-CHARD-ee-ah brah-zil-ee-EN-sis 

Rubiaceae 

Native to: Tropical America, presumably not 

including Florida 

Florida abundance and distribution:  Throughout 

Recognition:   Sprawling weed with opposite fuzzy 

leaves and a fringed stipule between the bases.  

Flowers tiny, star-shaped with (4)5(6) petals.   See 

ñMexican-Cloverò (Richardia grandiflora) for 

comparison of three similar species.    Brazilian-

Clover has the smallest flowers of the trio, and has 

fruit segments with flat inner faces. 

Contributed by: George Rogers 

 

 

  



28 
 

Bushy 

Bluestem 
Andropogon 

glomeratus 
an-dro-POE-gone   

glow-mer-AY-tus 

Poaceae 

Native to:  Central America, 

West Indies, North America 

Florida abundance and 

distribution:  Most of Florida   

Recognition:  Forms a narrow 

clump of flattened blue-green 

leaf blades.  Flower stalks 

topped with dense, fluffy, silvery pink to white panicles.  Rises up to 6ô tall above foliage in late summer 

to early fall.  After frost, foliage and bushy panicles turn coppery-orange.  Panicles soften into billowy 

plumes. 

Potentially confused species:   There are multiple species of Andropogon in Florida.   Andropogon 

glomeratus and A. virginicus are by far the most common.   Andropogon virginicus differs by having its 

flowering mostly along the stems as opposed to concentrated toward the tops.  See 

www.floridagrasses.org for details. 

Other:  Good ornamental.  Fall color.  Typically found in moist soils. 

Means of Dispersal:  Can aggressively self-seed in optimum growing conditions. 

Contributed by: Janel Schaffer Photos:  Top A. glomeratus. Bottom: A. virginicus 

 

 

 

 

http://www.floridagrasses.org/
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Buttonweed 
Spermacoce verticillata 
sperm-ah-COSE-ee  ver-tiss-ah-LAY -tah 

Rubiaceae 

Native to: South America 

Florida abundance and distribution:  Throughout most 

of the Peninsula, a dominant and pervasive weed of many 

habitats 

Recognition: Tough erect (or sprawling) weed having 

narrow opposite (or apparently whorled) leaves with a 

fringed stipule between the bases, leaves often numerous  

in axillary tufts;  flowers tiny, 4-petalled, aggregated into 

semi-globose white buttons. 

Potentially confused species: The native Spermacoce 

remota (S. assurgens) likewise occurs in weedy 

situations.  It is less robust and often smaller;  the leaves 

are not clustered in axillary tufts; its flowers are in tight 

clusters but may be light pink (vs. white) or white, and 

the clusters are not globose.  
Contributed by: George Rogers 

 

Caesar Weed  
Urena lobata 
you-REEN-ah lobe-AY-tah 

Malvaceae 

Native to: Originally from 

Asia, and now throughout 

tropical and subtropical 

regions worldwide 

Florida abundance and 

distribution:  Most abundant 

in South Florida 

Recognition:  Bushy growth 

pattern with low branching. 

Leaves grayish-green and 

alternately arranged with 

serrate margins, with a cluster 

of glands on the underside 

where the petiole joins the blade.  Light pink flowers about 1 cm wide, usually with 5 petals.  

Fruit shaped like a dime-sized pie with bristly segments that cling to fabric. 

Contributed by: Ginelle Monico 
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Camphorweed  
Heterotheca subaxillaris 
het-er-oh-THEE-cah sub-axe-ah-LAIR-us 

Asteraceae 

Native to: Florida native 

Florida abundance and distribution: Common in  

dry sandy places throughout the state 

Recognition: Aromatic fuzzy herb of dry areas.  Flower heads 

bright yellow.   Fruits tiny ñparachutesò in a head, resembling dandelion 

Other:   Pluchea odorata is sometimes likewise called Camphorweed; it has pink flowers 

Contributed by: George Rogers 
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Canadian Horseweed     
Conyza canadensis 
con-EYE-zah can-ah-DEN-sis 

Asteraceae 

Native to: Florida native 

Florida abundance and distribution: Abundant 

throughout 

Recognition: Potentially to several feet tall, with 

hispid-hirsute stems and leaves.  Leaves 

alternate, narrowly elliptic to linear, sessile on 

mature stems,  often twisted,  long-pubescent.   

Flowers in small white heads in uncrowded 

racemes/panicles, these in pyramid-shaped 

clusters at the top of the plant.  When young, the 

rosette with  oblanceolate  coarsely serrate-lobed 

pubescent leaves reminiscent of many other 

Asteraceae, but the long hairs help with 

identification. 

Other:  May cause dermatitis when handled. 

Contributed by:  George Rogers.  Lower photo 

taken in February of transition from rosette to more mature foliage, showing characteristic long 

hairs. 
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Carolina 

Geranium, Wild 

Geranium 
Geranium carolinianum 
jer-AIN-ee-um care-oh-lin-ee-AIN-um 

Geraniaceae 

Native to:  North America, including 

Florida 

Florida abundance and distribution:  

Throughout.  A winter annual along 

roadsides, in ditches, in gardens, in 

turf, and in disturbed areas. 

Recognition:    Rosette, or rising to about a foot tall.  Stems very hairy, arranged in a circular 

pattern from the base of the plant, green to pink or reddish.   Leaves palmately lobed.  Flowers 

İò diam., white to pink or purplish.  Capsule resembling a birdôs beak, about 2 mm long, lobed, 

with 5 seeds, springing open to eject the seeds.  Seeds eaten by birds and insects. 

Contributed by: William Mullarkey 
 

Cat Tails   
Typha domingensis 
TIE-fah dom-in-JEN-sis 

Typhaceae 

Native to: Florida native 

Florida abundance and 

distribution :  Wetlands, 

marshes, ditches, shores.  

 Recognition: Large, 

rhizomatous, grasslike 

perennials 3ô-10ô tall.  Flower 

clusters resemble fuzzy 

hotdogs.  Seeds on parachutes. 

Other: Despite native status, an 

overgrown invasive pest in the 

Everglades and in other aquatic 

systems as a result of 

phosphorus (and probably nitrogen) pollution. 

Contributed by:  Sarah Lopinot 
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Cheesy Toes 
Stylosanthes hamata 
style-oh-SAN-thees ham-AY-tah 

Fabaceae 

Native to: Caribbean Islands 

Florida abundance and 

distribution : Occasional weed in 

South Florida 

Recognition: Modest, creeping 

weed, often in turf, with trilobite (or 

pinnately compound) leaves and 

small yellow pealike flowers. 

Potentially confused species:  

Rabbitbells (Crotalaria rotundifolia) has a similar habit and similar flowers but the leaves are 

simple. 

Contributed by: Ginelle Monico 

 

Chinese-Violet   
Asystasia gangetica 
ass-ah-STAZ-ee-ah gan-JET-ah-cah 

Acanthaceae 

Native to: Old World Tropics 

Florida abundance and 

distribution :  Mostly South 

Florida, often on disturbed dryish 

sites 

Recognition: Sprawling or erect 

rhizomatous perennial having 

elliptic opposite leaves with 

smooth margins, and with 

terminal racemes bearing blue- 

violet to white or pinkish 

bilaterally symmetrical tubular 

flowers.  Exploding capsules fling 

the seeds. 

Other: Butterfly larval host in 

Africa.  Favored by bees.  

Sometimes called ñPhilippine-

Violet,ò but this name is more often applied to Barleria cristata. 

Contributed by:  June Wilkinson 
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Coontail 
Ceratophyllum demersum 
sair-at-OFF-ah-lum (sair-at-oh-FILL-um) 

dee-MURS-um 

Ceratophyllaceae 

Native to:   Florida native 

Florida abundance and distribution: 

Aquatic weed throughout 

Recognition:  Plant resembles a fluffy 

tail, with feathery leaves, these divided 

into threadlike segments, each segment 

with tiny teeth, giving the leaf a rough 

feeling. 

Potentially confused species: Myriophyllum aquaticum, an exotic species, has a similar overall 

aspect but the leaves are divided into fine pinnate segments resembling a comb or a fish skeleton.   

Species of Utricularia have tiny ñbladdersò on the leaves. 

Contributed by: Sarah Lopinot. Photo from outdooralabama.com 

 

Creeping Beggarweed, Spanish-Clover, 

Creeping Tick-Trefoil 
Desmodium incanum 
des-MOH-dee-um  in-KAN-num 

Fabaceae 

Native to:  Central and South America  

Florida abundance and distribution: Found 

throughout Florida, and in Texas, Georgia, Puerto 

Rico, Hawaii & Virgin Islands. 

Recognition: Erect or prostrate perennial or low 

shrub with trifoliate elliptical to oblong leaves.  

Terminal leaflet longer than the lateral leaflets, dark 

green in color with a silver stripe along the center 

vein. Flowers in terminal or axillary raceme, pink to 

purple (mauve) in color. The pod jointed, kidney shaped.  When mature at the slightest touch the 

pod segments attach themselves to anything that passes by, using tiny hooked hairs.  The entire 

plant has the hooked hairs, very pubescent.  

Potentially confused species:   In D. tortuosum (Dixie Ticktrefoil/Beggarweed, Florida 

Beggarweed) the leaflets are ovate to oblong with flowers bluish-green or pink, the leaves 

lacking the central silverfish marking.  In D. triflorum (Three-Flowered Beggarweed) the leaflets 

are obovate to obcordate, and can have a notch (emarginated).  Desmodium triflorum is more of a 

ground cover.  It lacks the silverish markings on the leaflets. 

Other:  These three are so often confused that some of the common names are interchangeable. 

Contributed by: Andrea Schechter.   Photo:  Tauôolunga 
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Crabgrasses 
Southern Crabgrass  Digitaria ciliaris 

Indian Crabgrass  Digitaria longiflora 

Blanket Crabgrass Digitaria serotina 
dij-ahTEAR-ee ah sill-ee-AIR-us lonj-ah-FLOOR-ah sair-OUGHT-ah-naw 

Poaceae 

Native to:   Digitaria longiflora is not native.  The other two species are native to Florida. 

Florida abundance and distribution:  All three species are widespread in the state 

Recognition:  There are numerous species of Digitaria in Florida (see www.floridagrasses.org).  

These three are especially common weeds.    All Digitaria species have long narrow fingerlike 

flowering spikes (usually with paired spikelets); the spikes tend to be irregular and sloppy in 

length and arrangement, as if ña kid made it.ò   

Digitaria ciliaris  is a potentially tall weed often 2ô-3ô tall in disturbed mowed sites.  The 

spikelets have conspicuous cilia around the edges. 

Digitaria serotina is a common turf weed.  It forms low mats in lawns.  The leaves are narrowly 

lanceolate and conspicuously fuzzy.    Digitaria longiflora is somewhat similar but not hairy, and 

the spikelets are very short (1.2-1.5 mm vs. > 1.5 mm in D. serotina). 

Potentially confused species:  Another common turf weed grass is Thin Paspalum; its spikelets 

are usually about 2 mm long, and > 1 mm wide (vs. smaller in the lawn turf Digitarias) 

Contributed by:  George Rogers 

Photo: Digitaria serotina 

 

 

http://www.floridagrasses.org/
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Creeping-Cucumber 
Melothria pendula 
mel-OH-three-ah  PEND-you-luh 

Cucurbitaceae 

Native to: Much of the eastern and central U.S. and 

beyond, including Florida, now scattered in many of 

parts of the world 

Florida abundance and distribution: Throughout  

Recognition:  Clinging vine with coiled tendrils.  Leaves alternate, with 3-5 lobes, usually dark 

green, up to about 3 inches long and wide, largest at the base of the vine and tapering to the top 

of the vine, which may be several feet long.  Flowers small, yellow, with 5 petals.  Fruits 

resemble very small watermelons smelling like cucumbers and turn black when ripe.  Seeds 

white. 

Other: Fed to animals in Mexico, apparently safe for human consumption when the fruit is light 

green, and eaten in moderation.  The ripe black fruit reportedly can function as a laxative. 

Contributed by: William Mullarkey. Photos by Jeffrey Pippen and eattheweeds.com 
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Creeping Inchplant, 

Turtle Vine 
Callisia repens (Jacq.) L. 
caw-LIZ-ee-ah REE-pens 

Commelinaceae 

Native to:  Tropical America 

Florida abundance and distribution: Found 

in several counties of Florida, Louisiana and 

Texas, also Puerto Rica, V.I. and Hawaii. 

Recognition: As the name suggests, it is a 

creeping mat of small green/gray rosette 

groundcover. Glossy, simple and alternate, semi-succulent, cordate to ovate-lanceolate leaves, sometimes 

with purple margins, purple underneath, also on stems. There are small and inconspicuous white flowers 

lasting only a couple of days the most. 

Other:  Best usage as a hanging basket plant. 

Contributed by: Andrea Schechter   Photo: Forest & Kim Starr 

 

Creeping Indigo   
Indigofera spicata 
in-dig-OFF-er-ah spike-AY-tah 

Fabaceae 

Native to: Africa and the Arabian 

Peninsula, but widely naturalized in warm 

areas.  

Florida abundance and distribution: 

Frequent in Florida, except for the 

western panhandle. 

Recognition:  An herb with branches 

spreading flat on the ground and 

compound leaves with mostly 5 or 7 

leaflets.  The most conspicuous feature is 

the salmon color of the tightly clustered 

flowers. 

Potentially confused species:  The only 

indigos likely to be seen in south Florida that grow flat on the ground are creeping indigo and the less 

common native coastal indigo (Indigofera miniata).  The technical differences that distinguish these 

species are difficult to interpret. Specimens from south Florida, however, look quite different ï coastal 

indigo has small, narrow leaflets covered with pale hairs lying flat that give the leaves a grayish look and 

flowers and fruits that are much less crowded.  

Other:  Creeping indigo has been used for erosion control and soil improvement, but planting in pasture 

is avoided because the plant contains a toxic amino acid that causes liver damage and abortion.  This 

species has been used to make indigo dye, but the larger Indigofera tinctoria was normally used. 

Contributed by: David Black, Ph.D. 
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Cutleaf Evening 

Primrose 
Oenothera laciniata 
een-OTH-er-ah la-sin-ee-AY-tah 

Onagraceae 

Native to:  Florida native 

Florida abundance and distribution:  

Throughout  

Recognition:   Leaves more or less elliptic.  

Leaf margins with irregular entire to coarsely toothed or lobed margins.  Flowers yellowish, with 

long inferior ovaries.  Pods long and bean-shaped. 

Contributed by: George Rogers 

 

Cutleaf Groundcherry  
Physalis angulata 
fy-SAL-is ang-yoo-LAY -tuh 

Solanaceae 

Native to: United States and tropical America 

Florida abundance and distribution: Found 

commonly in dry disturbed areas throughout 

Florida. 

Recognition: Plant 60-90 cm with dark green 

oval toothy leaves. Fruit surrounded by 

distinctive ten-ribbed lantern-shaped calyx with 

dark veins. Flower five-sided and yellow.  

Potentially confused species: Can be 

distinguished from the several other Florida Physalis species by the inflated, ten-sided lantern-

like calyx with dark venation and the leaves are generally more sharply toothy in appearance 

than other potentially confused species in this family. There are several species of Physalis in 

Florida.  Physalis walteri and P. angustifiolia have stellate trichomes, P. walteri throughout, and 

P. angustifolia glabrous except on the sepals.  The other species have simple trichomes.  Physalis 

angulata has sharp teeth on the leaves.  Physalis pubescens and P. arenicola have similar 

pubescent leaves with irregular lobes and blunt teeth; the former has dark spots on the flower, 

and the latter has flowers with no dark spots.  There are additional species but not likely 

encountered as weeds, esp. in South Florida. 

Other: Also known as winter cherry or wild tomato, Physalis is in the same family as tomatoes 

and potatoes and produces edible fruit. 

Contributed by: Carrie Black. Photo: Missouriplants.com 
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Dandelion 
Taraxacum officinale 
tur-AX-ah-cum  off-iss-a-NAIL -ee 

Asteraceae 

Native to: Europe and Asia, now widespread 

around the globe 

Florida abundance and distribution: 
Throughout 

Recognition:  An herbaceous perennial with 

milky sap and with 3ò-12ò leaves with deeply 

toothed edges, in a basal rosette. Dandelions are easily recognized by their yellow flower heads 

that turn into round balls of silvery-white parachutes that blow away in the wind.  

Contributed by: Ginelle Monico 

 

Dichondra, Ponyôs Foot   
Dichondra 

caroliniana 
die-KON-dra   

care-oh-linn-ee-AY-nah 

Convolvulaceae 

Native to:   Native to Florida 

Florida abundance and 

distribution : Common 

throughout the state 

Recognition:  Creeping turf weed 

having alternate cordate leaves.  

Flowers small, white, bowl-

shaped 

Potentially confused species: 

Drymary (Drymaria  cordata) has 

opposite (vs. alternate) leaves with no (or slight) basal notch. 

Contributed by: George Rogers 
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Dollar- 

weed 
Hydrocotyle umbellata 
hi-dro-CAH-til -ee um-buh-LAY -tah 

Apiaceae  

Native to: Florida native 

Florida abundance and distribution:  

Widespread in Florida as turf weed. 

Recognition:  Produces tangled, air-

filled horizontal stems that root at the 

nodes.  Petioles are round and light green 

to cream in color.  Blades are rounded 

with heavily notched margins.  Petioles attach to center of leaf blades. Flowers tiny, white, in a 

single terminal umbel. 

Similar species: 

There are several similar  Hydrotyle (and Centella) species in Florida.  

Centella asiatica has cordate leaves not similar to the other turf species. 

Hydrocotyle bonariensis has large (7 cm) leaves with variable margins, which may be variably 

dentate-notched, and may be conspicuously toothed, and has compound umbels.  

Hydrocotyle ranunculoides is an aquatic species with a notch all the way to the petiole. 

Hydrocotyle umbellata has a round leaf often with the marginal notches of equal depth (but not 

reliably distinguished from H. verticillata by this alone), and a simple umbel. 

Hydrocotyle verticillata has a round leaf often with one notch deeper than the others, and flowers 

in multiple whorls (as opposed to the single umbel in the other species) 

Other:  Non-toxic 

Contributed by: Mike Derer 

 

Duckweed  
Lemna species 
LEM-nah 

Lemnaceae 

Native to:  Several species are native to 

Florida. 

Florida abundance and distribution:  

Throughout on surfaces of slow-moving 

waters, occasionally on wet mud. 

Recognition: Tiny floating plants with 1-3 

leaves measuring 1/16-1/8 inch in length.  

Roots dangling. Flowers essentially 

invisible. 

Other: Able to cover an acre in 45 days 

Contributed by: Sarah Lopinot 
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Drymary 
Drymaria cordata 
dry-mar-EE-ah cord-AY-tah 

Caryophyllaceae 

Native to: Tropical America, now around the globe 

Florida abundance and distribution: Common 

turf weed throughout the state.  Prominent in the 

winter, shade-tolerant, and fond of moisture  

Recognition:   Creeping turf weed with opposite 

more or less orbicular sessile  or nearly sessile 

leaves; flowers small, white,  with 5 petals, each of 

these split to give the impression of 10 petals, on 

stalks rising to about a foot tall.  Fruits burr-like 

due to persistent ñVelcroò calyx, sticking to fabric. 

Potentially confused species:  Chickweed (Stellaria media) is related and similar but has fuzzy 

leaves on well developed petioles.  Ponyôs foot (Dichondra caroliniana) has alternate (vs. 

opposite) more-cordate leaves with deep basal notches on well developed petioles.  

Internet reference: 

http://www.globinmed.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=79176:drymaria-

cordata-l-willd -ex-schultes&catid=368:d 

Contributed by: George Rogers 
 

Dutch White Clover 
Trifolium repens 
try-FOH-lee-um  REE-penz 

Fabaceae 

Native to:  Europe, West Asia and North 

Africa 

Florida abundance and distribution: 

Naturalized in the United States. 

Recognition: Dense mat-forming creeping 

clover, to 1 foot long with alternate tri-

obcordate leaves. On long petioles the white 

flowers sit, and as they age they have a pink 

tinge.  If you look at the leaves, they form 

the symbol of a shamrock. 

Potentially confused species:  This species differs from other weeds having trifoliate leaflets by 

having a white chevron mark on each serrate leaflet. 

Other:  The Native Americans used this to treat fevers.  

Contributed by: Andrea Schechter   Photo:  www.tryonfarm.org 
 

http://www.globinmed.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=79176:drymaria-cordata-l-willd-ex-schultes&catid=368:d
http://www.globinmed.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=79176:drymaria-cordata-l-willd-ex-schultes&catid=368:d
http://www.tryonfarm.org/
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Earleaf Acacia 
Acacia auriculiformis 
Fabaceae 

ah-CASE-ee-ah (or ah-CASE-sha) are-

ick-you-la-FORM-is 

Native to: Australia and New Guinea 

Florida abundance and distribution: 

Common throughout south Florida 

Recognition: Evergreen tree to 40ô tall. 

Leaves alternate, reduced to flattened 

leaf stalks 4-8ò long with parallel 

venation. Flowers in showy bright 

yellow spikes. Fruit a distinctive flat, 

twisted pod. 

Other: The Earleaf Acacia is classified as a Category I Invasive Exotic. 

Contributed by: Carrie Black 

 

East Indian Hygrophila, Indian Swampweed 
Hygrophila polysperma 
high-GRAW-fill -ah polly-SPERM-

ah 

Acanthaceae 

Native to: Asia 

Florida abundance and 

distribution : Scattered throughout 

the state 

Recognition: Aquatic weed. Leaves 

opposite, hairy, with pointed tips, 

light green to brown and sometimes 

a little reddish.  Flowers sessile, 3/8 

inch long, the petals white hairy, 

two-lipped, the upper lip two-lobed, 

the lower lip 3-lobed.  Calyx hairy 

with 5 equal lobes.  Fruits narrow 

capsules with tiny flat round seeds. 

Other: Invasive in Florida waterways since the 1980s.  A popular aquarium plant, possibly the 

source of the escaped weed.  FLEPPC Category I invasive species. 

Contributed by : Sarah Lopinot. Photo from Florida Aquatic Nurseries 
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Eclipta, False-Daisy, 

Yerba-de-Tajo 
Eclipta prostrata 
ee-CLIPT-ah pros-TRAY-tah 

Asteraceae 

Native to: Florida native 

Florida abundance and distribution: Marshes, 

moist disturbed sites, irrigated landscape areas 

Recognition: To 2ô tall, rooting at the nodes, 

with opposite, hairy, lanceolate to linear leaves 

with serrate or entire margins.  Flower heads 

stalked with numerous white ray flowers and 

tiny disk flowers. 

Potentially confused species:  Oakleaf Fleabane (in this guide) likewise has numerous white ray 

flowers but the leaves are alternate and lobed (vs. opposite and mostly lanceolate). 

Other: ñEcliptaò comes from Greek for ñdeficient,ò in reference to the absence of a pappus. 

Contributed by: June Wilkinson 

 

Florida Beggarweed 
Dixie Beggarweed,  Ticktrefoil 

Desmodium tortuosum 
des-MOH-dee-um  tor-tew-OH-sum 

Fabaceae 

Native to:  West Indies, South and Central America, 

Florida, Texas and several other Southern states.  

Florida abundance and distribution: Throughout  

Recognition: Erect annual or low shrub, to 8ô tall, with 

green trifoliate leaves having ovate to oblong leaflets.  

Terminal leaflet longer than the lateral leaflets; also the stalk 

of the terminal leaflet is longer. Terminal or axillary raceme 

bearing pealike flowers pink to bluish-green in color, in 

pairs. Pod twisted and jointed, attaching itself to anything 

that passes by its tiny hooked hairs.  The entire plant has the 

tiny hooked hairs, or long hairs; very pubescent.  

Potentially confused species:   D. incanum (Creeping Beggarweed, Spanish Clover, Tick 

Trefoil) leaflets are elliptical to oblong, dark green in color with a silver stripe along the center 

vein.  D. triflorum (Three-Flowered Beggarweed) creeps on the ground surface, much smaller 

than Florida Beggarweed. 

Other:  Cultivated in Florida for forage, a forb/herb, also cultivated as a nitrogen-enricher. 

Contributed by: Andrea Schechter. Photo:  Forest & Kim Starr 
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Florida Pellitory 
Parietaria floridana 
pah-rye-ah-TEAR-ee-ah   

flore-ah-DAIN-ah 

Urticaceae 

Native to: Florida to South America 

Florida abundance and 

distribution: Abundant in most of 

Florida, except for northwest region.  

Recognition: Short-lived delicate but 

often abundant perennial or annual 

herb having opposite (or infrequently 

alternate) leaves the size of a dime.  Flowers axillary, inconspicuous, winter and spring. 

Contributed by: Mike Derer 

 
 

Florida-

Pusley 
Richardia scabra 
reh-CHARD-ee-a  

SCAY-brah 

Rubiaceae 

Native to: Tropical 

America, presumably not 

Florida 

Florida abundance and 

distribution : Throughout 

Recognition: Sprawling 

weed with opposite leaves 

having a fringed stipule 

between the bases.   

Flowers white and star-

shaped.  Resembles confusingly the other Richardia species in Florida.  See Mexican-Clover 

(Richardia grandiflora) for comparison.  Richardia scabra has white star-shaped flowers 

between the other two Richardia species in size but with overlapping dimensions, leaf surfaces 

with the hairiness diminished toward the center, and fruit segments warty and with a narrow 

inner face.  Very similar to Richardia brasiliensis, with the flat (vs. narrow) inner face of the 

fruit segment the best distinguishing character. 

Other:  Regarded as an indicator for nematodes in turf.   

Contributed by: George Rogers 
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Fringed 

Spiderflower  
Cleome rutidosperma 
clay-OH-me  root-ah-doe-SPERM-ah 

Brassicaceae 

Native to:  Tropical Africa 

Florida abundance and distribution:  Mostly in 

southern and central parts of the state. 

Recognition:  Alternate leaves with 3 leaflets.  

Sprawling to erect herb; height to 1 m, but usually much less. Small 4-petaled white or pale purplish stalked flowers 

and narrow green seed pods are scattered among leaves.  Easily overlooked. 

Potentially confused species:  A similar species in south Florida is the spiderwisp, Cleome gynandra, which bears 

flowers toward the ends of stems with bracts that look like very small leaves.  Fringed Spiderflower bears flowers 

more spread out along the stems at the bases of leaves that are close to the size of normal leaves.  Cultivated 

spiderflowers of two species are easily distinguished by conspicuous, bright pink flowers.  Desmodiums  may have 

similar leaves but have the central leaflet on a short stalk, pealike flowers, and sticktight fruits. 

Other:    In favorable sunny conditions, fringed spiderflower can form a dense mat that smothers other plants.  A 

serious weed in Jamaica but apparently not in Florida.  Recently introduced to Australia, where it is subject to 

quarantine and an eradication program. 

Contributed by: David Black, Ph.D. 

 

Gallant Soldiers, Shaggy 

Soldiers  
Galinsoga quadriradiata   
gal-in-SOGE-ah quaq-ra-rade-ee-AY-tah 

Asteraceae 
Native to:  Tropical America, not Florida 

Florida abundance and distribution:  Scattered throughout, 

probably most in South Florida, in cultivated and waste areas with 

sufficient water.  This species commonly invades cultivated fields 

and potted plants due to its high seed production, high germination 

rates, and affinity for fertilizer and water. 

Recognition: Annual 2ô-3ô tall, with shallow roots.  Stems and 

opposite leaves hairy.  Leaf blades vaguely triangular with 3 main veins.  Flower heads ıò-1/2ò wide, with a yellow 

center surrounded by 5 white ray flowers, each with three points at the tip (compare with Tridax). Tridax has 

rougher leaves with longer more conspicuous fuzziness, and proportionally narrow leaves without the multiple large 

main veins of Galinsoga. 

Other: The plant is reportedly non-poisonous and is considered an herb by some.  The leaves are eaten raw in 

salads.  The stems, leaves, and flowers are served in stews and soups in South America.  However, indicating 

suspicious bioactivity, the juice is used as a blood coagulant and helps diminish swelling in open wounds. 

Contributed by:  William Mullarkey and June Wilkinson. Photo from floralimages.co.uk 
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Gophertail 

Lovegrass 
Eragrostis ciliaris 
air-ah-GRAWZ-tus sil-ee-AIR-us 

Poaceae 

Native to: Africa, Asia, and 

Southern America 

Florida abundance and 

distribution: Very well spread 

throughout the state. Tolerant to 

salty areas and dry sand 

Recognition: Annual grass, leaf-blades up to 10 cm long, flat or loosely involute, long-

acuminate and very finely pointed, strongly nerved, pilose on the upper surface or glabrous, 

scaberulous ligule.  Inflorescence the size and shape of a fuzzy pencil, often pinkish. Glumes: 

Lower glume lanceolate, lateral veins absent. 

Contributed by:  Geovany Estaban 

 

Grassleaf Spurge 
Euphorbia graminea 
you-FORB-ee-ah gram-IN-ee-ah 

Euphorbiaceae 

Native to: Mexico 

Florida abundance 

and distribution :  

Central and southern 

counties,  locally 

abundant 

Recognition:   Milky 

sap.  Leaves highly 

variable,  irregularly 

shaped, entire-

margined to bluntly 

and coarsely serrate. 

Flowers white, small, 

inconspicuous, star-

shaped with 5 

ñpetalsò; the apparent 

oveary (female flower) 

markedly 3-lobed. 

Contributed by: 

George Rogers 
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Hairy Indigo  
Indigofera hirsuta 
in-dig-OFF-ah-rah  hear-SUIT-ah 

Fabaceae 

Native to:  Africa, Asia, Australia.  Widely naturalized 

Florida abundance and distribution: Throughout Florida in well 

drained flatwood sites and in disturbed areas. Adapted to sandy soils 

with good drainage, sometimes on land too dry for other legumes. 

Recognition: Shrubby herbaceous annual, woody at the base, to 1.5 

m;  shoots with brown, spreading hairs.  Leaves with 5 or 7 leaflets. 

Dense clusters of small, bright salmon-red flowers.  Pods cylindrical 

with spreading brown hairs. 

Potentially confused species:  Other species of Indigofera have 

similar clusters of salmon flowers but only this one is a large plant with conspicuous spreading hairs. 

Other:  Hairy indigo is an effective nitrogen fixer and resistant to root knot nematodes, making it 

valuable for improving Floridaôs poor sandy soils.  Young growth can be cut for hay, and fresh re-growth 

makes high protein forage.  Older growth becomes woody and looses value. 

Contributed by David Black Ph.D. and Geovany Esteban 
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Hammock Snakeroot 
Ageratina jucunda 
ah-ger-AT-eh- na  jaw-KUN-dah 

Asteraceae 

Native to:  Florida native 

Abundance and Distribution: Throughout (except 

western Panhandle), in diverse habitats ranging from 

scrub to stream banks 

Recognition:  Perennial to 4ô tall, with opposite 

deltoid-ovate serrate, nearly hairless, petiolate leaves.  

Flower heads white, wispy, reminiscent of Ageratum 

(in this guidebook), in corymbs. 

Potentially confused species: Ageratum has blue 

flower heads.  Jack-in-the-Bush (in this guide)  grows 

12ô or taller and has conspicuously hairy leaves. 

Roundleaf Eupatorium (Eupatorium rotundifolium) has 

sessile or nearly sessile leaves. 

Other: Poisonous to humans and livestock,  causes milk sickness. 

Internet reference: http://www.efloras.org/florataxon.aspx?flora_id=1&taxon_id=250066016 

Contributed by:  Carolyn Hendry.  Photo: Floridanatives.wordpress.com 
 

Heartleaf Sida, 

Llima   
Sida cordifolia 
SIGH-dah cor-daw-FOAL-ee-ah 

Malvaceae 

Native to:  Tropical America (not 

Florida) 

Florida abundance and distribution:  
Abundant in the southern half of the 

state 

Recognition: Tall (to 5ô) fuzzy weed 

with heart-shaped serrate-margined 

leaves and round yellow flowers, these 

often congested and with many 

stamens 

Potentially confused species: Wireweed (Sida ulmifolia) is usually smaller, is not fuzzy, has its 

flowers nearly sessile (vs. on long wirelike peduncles). 

Other:  Contains bioactive alkaloids, giving it limited interest as a medicinal plant 

Internet source: http://www.botanical-online.com/alcaloidessidacordifoliaangles.htm 

Contributed by: George Rogers 
 

http://www.invasive.org/browse/subthumb.cfm?sub=4543
http://www.efloras.org/florataxon.aspx?flora_id=1&taxon_id=250066016
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Hempvines  
(see also Mile-a-Minute Vine) 
Mikania cordifolia (Florida Keys Hempvine) 

Mikania scandens  (Climbing Hempvine) 
my-CANE-ee-ah cord-ah-FOAL-ee-ah SCAN-denz 

Asteraceae 

Native: Both species native 

Florida Abundance and Distribution:  Both throughout (M. cordifolia of limited distributed in 

Panhandle) 

Recognition:  Both species climbing vines with opposite cordate or arrow-head shaped (to 

deltoid) leaves and ñfuzzyò white to pinkish flower heads in corymbs.    Mikania cordifolia has 

the phyllaries > 6 mm long; in M. scandens, they are < 5 mm long.  See also Mile-a-Minute Vine 

in this guide for comparison with this invasive exotic species. 

Potentially confused species:  Ageratum and Hammock Snakeroot (both in this guide) are not 

climbing vines. 

Contributed by: George Rogers 

Photo:  Mikania scandens (foliage appears in lower right corner) 
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Horseherb 
Calyptocarpus vialis 
cal-ip-toe-CARP-us vie-AL-us 

Asteraceae 

Native to:  Southeastern U.S. to Central 

America 

Florida abundance and distribution:  

Throughout Florida, but more common in 

the southern part 

Recognition:  The small opposite broad 

leaves have toothed margins and 

conspicuous veins.  Stems grow along the ground, rooting at nodes.  Bright yellow flower heads are only 

a quarter inch across. 

Potentially confused species:  More likely to be overlooked than misidentified. Flower heads are much 

smaller and the plant more prostrate than in spotflower (Acmella oppositifolia) or coatflower (Tridax 

procumbens). 

Other:  Although this species usually occurs as weedy patches scattered in lawns and neglected beds, it 

can be cultivated to make an attractive fine-scale groundcover. 

Contributed by: David Black, Ph.D. 

             

Horsetail, Scouring-Rush 
Equisetum  hyemale 
ek-kwa-SEE-tum  high-ah-MAY -lee 

Equisetaceae 

Native to: Florida native 

Florida abundance and distribution: Scattered 

throughout in sandy soils, wetlands, floodplains, and 

sloughs. 

Recognition: Herbaceous rhizomatous perennial with 

upright ribbed and jointed hollow stems to about 3ô tall.  

Flowerless (reproducing by spores and by segmentation 

of the stem) and leafless, some stems having a spore-

bearing ñconeò (strobilus) on the end. 

Potentially confused species: Umbrella Sedge 

(Fuirena scirpoidea) a is a superficially similar sedge 

but has flowers; its stems are not hollow and not ribbed, 

and it has no strobilus. 

Other: Silicone granules roughen the stem.  Early 

settlers used the plant as a tool for cleaning, mainly 

scrubbing, hence the common name Scouring Rush 

Contributed by: Ryan Agnew 
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Indian-Hemp 
Sida rhombifolia 
SIGH-dah rhom-bah-FOAL-ee-ah 

Malvaceae 

Native to: Florida native 

Florida abundance and distribution: 

Throughout, a common weed of brushy 

disturbed sites 

Recognition:  Subshrubby weed to 5ô tall 

with rhombic, alternate leaves; flowers and 

fruits on long (1ô-3ò) wirelike stalks 

Potentially confused species:  Multiple 

species of Sida inhabit South Florida.  Wireweed (Sida ulmifolia) is similar but the flowers and 

fruits are sessile or nearly so (vs. being on a wirelike stalk).   Heartleaf Sida (S. cordifolia) has 

heart-shaped velvety leaves. 

Contributed by: George Rogers 
 

Jack-in-the-Bush   
Chromolaena odorata 
krome-ah-LANE-ah oh-door-AY-tah 

Asteraceae 

Native to: North America 

Florida abundance and distribution: 

Invasive in crop lands and neglected 

pastures.  Common in weedy forest 

margins and openings, roadsides, on 

well-drained soil.  .       

Recognition:  Fairly large, woody and 

shrub-like, tending to lean on other 

plants, having long sprawling branches,  

to 12ô tall. Leaves opposite, velvety-

pubescent, ovate with toothed edges.  

Flowers in fuzzy terminal brush-like clusters,  white to light blue with thread-like petals.   

Crushed foliage with a characteristic fragrance. 

Potentially confused species: Species of Eupatorium are similar but generally 

smaller in stature, not velvety-pubescent, usually white-flowered, and less 

aggressively weedy in ruderal areas. 

Contributed by:  Nathan Hendry 
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Jubaôs Bush 
Iresine diffusa 
eye-res-EYE-nee duh-FEW-sah 

Asteraceae 

Native to: Florida native 

Florida abundance and 

distribution : A common 

subshrub found in sun to partial 

shade in disturbed sites and 

hammocks, throughout most of 

Florida. 

Recognition:  Subshrub to 3ô 

tall with opposite leaves.  

Flowers small and very 

numerous in a diffuse eye-catching plumelike panicle. 

Other: Pollen may be allergenic.  Larval food host plant for Hayhurstôs Scallopwing Skipper 

butterfly.  Juba was King of Mauretania (North Africa) around 25 BCE. 

Contributed by: George Rogers 

Kudzu 
Pueraria montana 
pwa-AIR-ee-ah mont-ANN-ah 

Fabaceae 

Native to: Eastern Asia 

Florida abundance and distribution: in 1992, it was 

found on the canal bank between the Sawgrass 

Expressway and an Everglades water conservation area. 

This species is scattered in the state, more to the north of 

our region but a little in South Florida too.  In Georgia and 

the Carolinas, Kudzu can smother entire meadows or 

hillsides. 

Recognition: High climbing, trailing, twining, deciduous woody vine. It scrambles over trees, has rope-

like roots and dark brown stems. Leaves alternate, having 3 leaflets,  dark green, with  hairy margins. 

Flowers: pea-like, reddish purple, fragrant. Dark brown pod flat but bulging over seeds, densely covered 

in long golden brown hairs. 

Potentially confused species: Five species in the genus Pueraria are closely related and the name kudzu 

describes one or more of them. They are P. montana, P. lobata, P. edulis, P. phaseoloides and P. 

thomsonii. The differences between the five species are subtle; they can breed with each other, and it 

appears that introduced kudzu populations in the United States have ancestry from more than one species. 

The name Pueraria thunbergiana is a synonym for Pueraria montana var. lobata. 

Other: Kudzu is used for soil improvement and preservation, use by grazing animals, and it can possibly 

be used for medicine. Itôs a possible way to treat alcoholic cravings. 

Contributed by: Geovany Esteban 
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Kyllinga Sedge  
Kyllinga brevifolia  
kei-LIN-ga brev-ah-FOAL-ee-ah 

Cyperaceae 

Native to: to southern wet areas in the 

Americas; found around world in warm 

regions.   

Florida distribution and abundance:  

Throughout.  Grows best in sunny, wet 

conditions.   A common turf weed in 

irrigated or otherwise moist settings. 

Recognition:  Perennial rhizomatous 

herb rarely to 2 feetðusually much 

shorter.  Flower cluster green, dome-shaped, to about ıò-1/2ò long.   

Potentially confused species:  Kyllinga brevifolia is rhizomatous; the similar K. pumila is 

merely clumping; also occurring locally, K. odorata has a white (vs. green) flower cluster. 

Internet source:  www.floridagrasses.org 

Contributed by: Carolyn Hendry and Ryan Agnew 

 

Lambôs Quarters 

Chenopodium album 
keen-oh-POAD-ee-um AL-bum 

Amaranthaceae 

Native to:  Europe and Asia.  Now has one of the widest 

ranges of all plants ï around the world, from tropics to 

arctic. 

Florida abundance and distribution:  Frequent in 

disturbed areas throughout Florida. 

Recognition:  Upright with alternate toothed leaves and 

tiny greenish flowers and fruit crowded toward the tops 

of stems. 

Potentially confused species:  Nettleleaf Goosefoot 

(Chenopodium murale) is similar, and both species are 

variable.  The uppermost leaves next to the flowers and 

fruit are typically narrow with  few widely spaced teeth (or none) in lambôs quarters ï in nettleleaf 

goosefoot these leaves tend to be wider and jagged with several irregular teeth. 

Other:   Lambôs quarters is one of the worldôs worst agricultural weeds, especially in temperate areas. 

Young leaves and stems of lambôs quarters are cooked and eaten.  They have high levels of oxalic acid, 

which may be a health hazard. 

Contributed by: David Black, Ph.D. 
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Lanceleaf Rattlebox 
Crotalaria lanceolata 
kroh-tuh-LAR-ee-ah  lan-see-oh-LAY -tuh 

Fabaceae (Leguminosae) 

Native to:  Africa and Madagascar 

Florida abundance and distribution:  Naturalized and 

distributed throughout Florida, but less in the Panhandle, 

Ga., Al., N.C., S.C., and Hi.  

Recognition: Erect annual or perennial with alternate, 

compound, trifoliate leaves, the leaflets linear to linear-

lanceolate up to 11 cm long, the margins entire, sharp 

pointed. Upper leaflet glabrous, lower leaflet pilose. The 

center leaflet longer than the lateral leaflets.  Stems ribbed 

with small hairs; petioles 3-6 cm long,  stipules absent.  

About 10-40 small yellow flowers having reddish-brown 

streaks (veins) sit atop terminal racemes to 20 cm long. 

Wings 1 cm, oblong, marginally pilose basally, the keel as 

long as wings and blunt.  Pod approx.  4-6 cm long, oblong, 

with a groove on one side, pubescent, and curved upward at 

the tip, with between 20-50 seeds that are cordate.  As fruit matures, the seeds break loose inside 

the pod and ñrattle.ò Compare with Smooth Rattlebox.  

Potentially confused species:  There are many different species of Crotalaria found in Florida 

both native and non-native.  This species has uniquely linear-lanceolate (vs. broader) leaflets and 

reddish-brown floral markings.  See also Smooth Rattlebox and Showy Rattlebox. 

Other:  Good nitrogen fixation.   Contributed by: Andrea Schechter 

 

Lawn Orchid 
Zeuxine  strateumatica 
zoo-ZINE-ee  strat-ah-MAT-eh-cah 

Orchidaceae 

Native to: Old World Tropics 

Florida abundance and distribution: Throughout 

Recognition: Plant not much taller than surrounding turf, with 

grasslike leaves.  Flowering spike to 4 inches tall, the flowers 2 to 

numerous, white, horizontal with a yellow lip.  Bracts papery, 

reddish-brown.  Flowering winter to early spring in Florida. 

Other: Apparently apomictic or self-pollinating.  Seeds may be 

collected by bagging the flower spikes. 

Internet source: 

http://efloras.org/florataxon.aspx?flora_id=1&taxon_id=242102093 

Contributed by:  Ryan Agnew. Photo from:  

https://picasaweb.google.com/alandluciemenk 
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Leaf Mustard 
Brassica juncea 
BRASS-ah-cah  JUNK-ee-ah 

Brassicaceae (Cruciferae) 

Native to:  Has been cultivated for food in 

Asia and Europe for thousands of years.  

Introduced in America and Africa.  Occurs in 

all 50 United States. 

Florida abundance and distribution:  

Throughout the state. 

Recognition:  Large-leafed plants, commonly 

2-3ô tall with yellow 4-petalled flowers and 

slender fruits.  Lower leaves deeply lobed.  

Mustardy odor. 

Potentially confused species:  The rape or turnip plant is similar but with upper leaves clasping the stem. 

Other:  Important worldwide in many cuisines.  Tender young leaves are used raw in salads; older ones 

are boiled before eating.  Large quantities are grown for seeds that are ground and used to prepare brown 

mustard; yellow mustard is made from seeds of  Brassica nigra, the black mustard plant, which does not 

grow wild in south Florida. 

Contributed by: David Black, Ph.D. 
                    

Lesser 

Swinecress   
Lepidium didymum 
leh-PID-ee-um  DID-ee-mum 

Brasicaceae (Cruciferae) 

Native to: Worldwide weed of unclear 

origins 

Florida abundance and distribution: 

Throughout 

Recognition: Creeping weed with 

finely dissected pinnate leaves.  Fruits 

flat and two-lobed.  Crushed foliage 

has strong odor. 

Internet source: 

http://efloras.org/florataxon.aspx?flora_id=1&taxon_id=242328875 

Contributed by: George Rogers 
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Lilac Tasselflower 
Emilia sonchifolia 
Asteraceae 

Native to: Lower 48 states, Hawaii, and Puerto Rico. 

Florida abundance and distribution: Most abundant 

in lower half of state. 

Recognition: Thin, stalky flower shoot with rounded, 

pinnate leaves wrapped basally around the stem. Flower 

heads ñtasselsò usually purple or lilac in color. 

Emilia fosbergii is similar but with red tassels. 

Contributed by: Mike Derer 

Photos: Top E. sonchifolia; bottom left is E. fosbergii; 

bottom right is E. sonchifolia. 
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Little Ironweed 
Cyanthillium cinereum 
(Conyza cinerea, Senecioides cinerea, 

Vernonia cinerea) 

Asteraceae 

Native to: Probably Old World Tropics, now 

widespread globally 

Florida abundance and distribution:  

Southern half of Peninsula 

Recognition:  To about 18ò tall with alternate 

serrate leaves, often with winged petioles.  

Flower heads numerous in corymbs, small, 

lilac. 

Potentially confused species: Similar to Lilac 

Tassel Flower (in this guide) but the flower 

heads smaller and more numerous, and with narrow, serrate leaves (vs. leaves lobed with 

clasping leaf bases). 

Internet source: http://efloras.org/florataxon.aspx?flora_id=1&taxon_id=242315954 

Contributed by: June Wilkinson 

 

Long-Stalked 

Phyllanthus   
Phyllanthus tenellus 
fil -LAN-thus ten-ELL-us 

Euphorbiaceae 

Native to: Mascarene Islands in 

the Indian Ocean and parts of 

tropical Africa 

Florida abundance and 

distribution : Common 

throughout Florida 

Recognition: Upright, 

branching weed to 2ô tall but 

often shorter with reddish stems 

and leaf margins. Inconspicuous 

white star shaped flowers. Fruit 

green and round on long stalks. Leaves oval and slightly pointed at ends, arranged alternately in 

two rows on lateral shoots. 

Potentially confused species: Chamber Bitter (Phyllanthus urinaria) has warty (vs. smooth) 

fruit without a stalk and more closely spaced leaves giving it a bushy appearance. 

Contributed by: Carrie Black 

http://efloras.org/florataxon.aspx?flora_id=1&taxon_id=242315954
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Match-Weed 
Phyla nodiflora 
 FY-luh  

no-dee-FLOR-uh  

Verbenaceae 

Native to: Native to Southeastern 

United States, South-Central United 

States, Southwestern United States, 

Mexico, Central America, South 

America. 

Florida abundance and distribution: 
It grows on wet to poorly drained soils 

without humus, prefers low moist areas.  Low salt water tolerance.  Matchweed spreads by both 

seeds and stolons along prostrate stems; it creeps by rooted nodes.  Growth rate fast.  Full to 

partial sun.  

Recognition:    Small creeping herbaceous wildflower, spreading and forming large open or 

dense patches.  About 1-3 inches in height; to 6 inches when in flower.  The green opposite 

leaves have small teeth at the outer tip.  Hairy branching stems.  The purple to white flowers 

emerge around the tip of the stalk forming a match-head appearance; therefore is known as 

ñmatchweed.ò   It blooms all year round. 

Other:     Also known as Mat Lippia, Fog Fruit, Sawtooth Fogfruit, Turkey Tangle, Capweed 

and Mat Grass.  This species attracts bees and butterflies, among other insects.  Use as an 

ornamental plant.  Believed to have numerous medicinal purposes.  A tea (chachahan) is made 

from the leaves; it is used as carminative, colds, fever and diuretic and for lithiasis. In India, 

demulcent used in gonorrhea. Also, paste of leaves applied to swellings and wounds to swollen 

cervical glands, erysipelas and to chronic indolent ulcers.  Toasted tender stalks and leaves, in 

infusion, used for indigestion.  Juice of roots used for gastric problems.  Used for treatment of 

hookworms.  Used after childbirth.  Hindus used it for fever and as diuretic. Applied as paste to 

promote suppuration.   

Online References:    www.refionalconservation.org; www. learn2grow.com; 

www.stuartxchange.com. 

Contributed by: Grace Walton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://plants.usda.gov/java/ClassificationServlet?source=display&classid=Verbenaceae
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poaceae
http://www.stuartxchange.com/
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Mexican-Clover  
Richardia grandiflora  
reh-CHARD-ee-ah grand-af-FLOOR-ah  

Rubiaceae  

Native to:  South America  

Florida abundance and distribution: Very 

abundant (sometimes forming carpet) in low, 

mowed disturbed sites such as road median 

strips  

Recognition: Sprawling mat-forming fuzzy 

plants with opposite leaves, having a fringed 

stipule between the leaf bases.  Flowers pink to 

near-white.  

Potentially confused species:   There are two other species of Richardia in South Florida.   The 

other two have smaller (to 10 mm as opposed to > 12 mm long), white to pale lilac flowers.  

Richardia brasiliensis has fruit segments with short hairs on the surface and the inner corner 

broad.  Its leaves are covered uniformly on the top surface with hairs.  Richardia scabra has fruit 

segments with bumps on the surface a narrow inner corner.  It leaves are hairy toward the upper 

surfaces are bare or less hairy toward the middles.  The name ñFlorida Pusleyò is sometimes 

applied to these species,  especially R. scabra, but the species are tough to distinguish and the 

name is applied inconsistently. 

Other:   Mexican Clover is one of the most abundant mowed-area weeds in Florida, forming 

carpets of pink-lilac flowers. These are not true ñclovers,ò but are members of the Coffee Family. 

Contributed by: George Rogers 

 

Mexican-Tea   
Chenopodium ambrosioides  
keen-oh-PODE-ee-um am-broze-ee-OID-ees 

Chenopodiaceae 

Native to: Tropical America, now 

widespread around the world 

Florida abundance and distribution: 

Common, throughout 

Recognition: Weed to 3ô tall with 

irregularly lobed-serrate leaves and 

inconspicuous small green flowers.  

Distinguished by outstandingly strong 

ñchemicalò odor 

Other: With many historical medicinal uses, including ñspring tonic,ò analgesic, and vermifuge. 

Contributed by: George Rogers 
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Mile-a-Minute 
Vine, 

Bittervine 
Mikania micrantha  
my-CANE-ee-ah   

mi-CRAN-tha 

Asteraceae 

Native to: Tropical America 

Florida Abundance and 

Distribution :  in southernmost 

Florida near Homestead (2011) but  

capable of rapid spreading.   

Recognition: This vine can grow an inch per day.  Thin leaves are heart shaped, in opposite 

pairsðfrom ½ to 5ò long. Greenish-white flower heads are terminal in dense bunches. See also 

ñHempvinesò in this guide. 

Potential ly confused species: Mikania micrantha di ffers from the native M. 

cordifolia by having flower heads < 6 mm long. Mikania micrantha di ffers from 

the native M. scandens by having pale (vs. darker) leaf coloration and no 

reddish foliar t ints, white (vs. pinkish) flower heads, and phyl laries and 

inflorescence axes nearly hairless.  

Other: The U.S. Army introduced this species into the Pacific islands during WWII for 

camouflage.  It has spread to become one of the most noxious plants in parts of Tropical Asia, 

threatening to over-take acres where tea, rubber, and coconuts are in production.  It can be used as 

a source of animal fodder, and has localized medicinal uses as anti-infective balm for insect bites 

and poison ivy.  This species is currently under study in the United States as a potential antibiotic.  

Internet sources: http://www.freshfromflorida.com/pi/enpp/botany/mikania-micrantha.html 

http://www.freshfromflorida.com/pi/pest_alerts/mikania-micrantha-pest-alert.html 

Contributed by: Carolyn Hendry 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.freshfromflorida.com/pi/enpp/botany/mikania-micrantha.html
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Natal Grass    
Melinis repens 
(Rhynchelytrum repens) 

mah-LINE-us REE-pens 

Poaceae 

Native to: Africa 

Florida abundance and distribution: Throughout 

Recognition: Showy grass to 3ô tall with masses of 

fluffy pink panicles.  Natal grass possesses branching 

culms that root at the nodes.  The flowers are borne in 

panicles; their color varieties from purple to pink with 

reddish hairs that turn gray with age.   

Other:   The pollen is a mild allergen. Uses are erosion 

control, ornamental, and forage.    It grows from erect 

clumps in open and disturbed areas, often growing along 

roadsides.  Prefers dry conditions and invades scrub 

areas, among other habitats.  Germinates under a wide range of temperature conditions with rates 

controlled by temperature when adequate moisture is available. 

Online References:  

http://keys.lucidcentral.org/keys/v3/uqcentenary/key/UQ_Cen

tenary/Media/Html/melinisrepens.htm 

http://florabase.calm.wa.gov.au/browse/profile/14985  

www.floridagrasses.org.     

Contributed by: Grace Walton 

 

Nettle 
Urtica chamaedryoides 
UR-ti-ka  kam-ah-dry-OID-ees 

Urticaceae 

Native to:  Florida native 

Florida abundance and distribution: Mostly northern 

and central Florida, occasionally as far south as Palm 

Beach County 

Recognition: Herb 12-60 cm tall with square stems 

branching out of the base.  With stinging hairs on the stems, leaf stalks, and lower surface of the 

leaves.  Leaves opposite, ovate, with rounded to sharp serration.  Flowers greenish white clusters 

in leaf axils. 

Potentially Confused Species:   False Nettle  (Boehmeria cylindrica) has alternate leaves and 

does not sting. 

Other: It is used in many homeopathic remedies. 

Contributed by: Nathan Hendry. Photo: cas.vanderbilt.edu 

http://keys.lucidcentral.org/keys/v3/uqcentenary/key/UQ_Centenary/Media/Html/melinisrepens.htm
http://keys.lucidcentral.org/keys/v3/uqcentenary/key/UQ_Centenary/Media/Html/melinisrepens.htm
http://florabase.calm.wa.gov.au/browse/profile/14985
http://www.floridagrasses.org/
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Oakleaf Fleabane 
Erigeron quercifolius 
err-IJ-er-on kewr-cah-FOAL-ee-us 

Asteraceae 

Native to:  Florida native 

Florida abundance and distribution:  

Throughout most of Florida.  There are 

additional Erigeron species in Florida 

Recognition: Can be up to 3 feet tall, 

fuzzy, with variously lobed leaves. The 

flower head has numerous delicate 

white rays around a yellow disk. 

Contributed by: Mike Derer 

 

 

Old World Diamond Flower  
Oldenlandia corymbosa (Hedyotis corymbosa) 
old-en-LAND-ee-ah core-um-BOSE-ah 

Rubiaceae 

Native to: Old World Tropics 

Abundance and distribution in Florida:   Throughout and occasional, usually in turf 

Recognition: Small sprawling weed with narrow opposite leaves having a stipule between the 

bases. Flower tiny, white (or pale pink.  Fruit a tiny woody capsule.  Differs from Richardia 

species by being 

mostly smaller, by 

being less 

congested, by 

having smaller 

mostly single 

flowers with 4 

petals, and a 

capsule not 

splitting into 

separate 

segments. 

Contributed by: 

George Rogers 
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Oxalis, Sourgrass 
Oxalis corniculata 
OX-ah-lus corn-ick-you-LAY -tah 

Oxalidaceae 

Native to: Eastern and central United States.  

Widespread worldwide 

Florida abundance and distribution: 
Throughout Florida. 

 Habitats:  Yards, gardens, turf, landscaped 

areas, urban places, orchards, vineyards, fields, 

and agricultural crops, nurseries, and 

greenhouse grounds and containers.   

Reproduction:  It reproduces by seeds and 

creeping aboveground horizontal stems that 

root at stem joints (nodes).  When seeds 

mature, capsules open explosively, often 

spreading seeds 10 feet (300 cm) or more.   

The plants can form asexual bulbils at the base. 

Recognition:  This aggressively spreading low-growing perennial broadleaf plant has shamrock-

like leaves (resemble a clover shape).  Delicate-appearing.  It has a narrow, creeping stem that 

readily roots at the nodes. The trifoliate leaves are subdivided into three rounded leaflets with 

notched tips.   The leaves are green and alternate, and have inconspicuous stipules at the base of 

each petiole.   Flowers are present almost year-round. Two to five yellow flowers form a cluster 

that develops where leaf stalks and stem meet (leaf axil). The small flowers have five yellow 

petals.  Fruits consist of narrow green cylindrical capsules that either have five weak lobes or are 

angled and attach to stalks that stand erect or curve downward.  Seeds are egg shaped, flat, 

brown, and have transverse ridges.   Oxalis debilis has pinkish flowers. 

The leaves differ from Clover or Desmodium leaves by being deeply notched at the tips of the 

leaflets, which hang limp and flaccid at night, and can be recognized by their sharp acid flavor. 

Other:     Also known as Creeping Woodsorrel, Procumbent Yellow-Sorrel, Sleeping Beauty.  

The leaves are edible, with a tangy taste of lemons.  Contributed by: Grace Walton 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxalidaceae
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clover
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Node_(botany)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leaf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stipule
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lemons


64 
 

Painted Sedge, 

Star Rush, 

White Top 

Sedge 
Rhynchospora 

colorata 
ring-KOSS-spah-rah col-ore-AY-

tah 

Cyperaceae 

Native to: Florida native 

Florida abundance and 

distribution: Abundant in moist habitats, slightly less in northwest portion of state. 

Recognition: Sedge with white bracts that resemble white petals that extend into green points. 

The inflorescence is a dense group of small spikes, which each contain small flowers. They are 

in bloom all summer into fall.  Rhynchospora latifolia has overall larger dimensions. 

Inter net source: www.floridagrasses.org 

Contributed by:  Michael Derer and Ryan Agnew 

 

Para Grass  
Urochloa mutica 
your-OCK-low-ah  (or your-oh-CLOE-ah)  

MUTE-ah-cah 

Poaceae 

Native to: South America 

Florida abundance and distribution:  Central  and southern 

Peninsula.  In ditches and moist habitats, often forming 

massive stands. 

 

 

 

 

 

Recognition: Large coarse space-filling grass 

of wet areas, notably pubescent, especially on 

the leaf sheaths 

Contributed by:  George Rogers 
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Pennsylvania 

Bittercress 
Cardamine 

pensylvanica 
car-DAM-ah-knee  

pen-sill-VAN-ah-cah 

Brassicaceae (Cruciferae) 

Native to: Widespread and 

presumably native weed  

Florida abundance and 

distribution :  Through the 

state in moist places   

Recognition:  Erect weed with 

alternate irregularly pinnately 

lobed or pinnately compound leaves, the terminal leaflet as long as or longer than the others, 

with 3 lobes. Flowers white with 4 petals. Fruits long slender pods called silicles. 

Other: The plant contains glucosinolates.  When crushed the plant parts give off a ñhorseradishò 

odor. 

Contributed by: June Wilkinson 

 

Peppergrass, Virginia 

Pepperweed 
Lepidium virginicum 
lep-ID-ee-um vir-GIN-ih-kum 

Brassicaceae 

Native to: North America and Mesoamerica 

Florida abundance and distribution: 

Throughout Florida in disturbed areas, along 

roadsides, and as a crop weed.  Sun or partial 

shade. 

Recognition:  Rosette-forming plant to 1.5ô tall.  

Leaves with strong odor when crushed, alternate, irregularly serrate, tapered basally.   Tiny white 

flowers with 4 petals and 6 stamens in racemes.  Fruits small disk-shaped pods (silicles) a 

fraction of an inch in diameter. 

Potentially confused species:   Burnweed (Erechtites hieraciifolius) in the Asteraceae has 

similar rosette- and stem leaves when young, but Burnweed has sharper teeth on the leaf margins 

and lacks the distinctive odor of Peppergrass. 

Contributed by: June Wilkinson 
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Plantain 
Plantago major (Broadleaf 

Plantain) 

Plantago virginica (Virginia 

Plantain) 
plan-TAY-go  MAY-jer  and ver-GIN-ah-cah 

Plantaginaceae 

Native to:   Virginia Plantain is native.  

Broadleaf Plantain is Eurasian. 

Florida abundance and distribution: Both 

occur throughout most of Florida in waste, 

disturbed, and compacted soils. 

Recognition:  Both species form rosettes, 

with a narrow green flowering wand 

resembling a 4
th
 of July sparkler rising 4ò to 

a foot.  Broadleaf Plantain has leaves 2ò-9ò long and over half as wide.  Each leaf has 5-9 easily 

visible parallel veins.  Virginia Plantain differs by having the leaves tapered somewhat to the 

base but not forming a petiole, and by having serrate (vs. entire) leaf margins.  There are 

additional Plantago species in Florida. 

Other: Broadleaf Plantain has tender young leaves useful in salads.    Plantago major has been 

used to heal wounds and is a blood coagulant.  

Leaves were applied to battlefield wounds, 

accounting for the name ñSoldiers Herb.ò  The 

species has served further historically to give 

relief from snake and insect bites. 

Contributed by: William Mullarkey 

 

Pokeweed  
Phytolacca americana 
fight-oh-LAK -ah ah-mer-ah-CANE-ah 

Phytolaccaceae 

Native to: Lower 48 states and Canada. 

Florida abundance and distribution: Common throughout 

Recognition: Perennial herb that can reach up to 10ô in height and often  has a purple stem. The 

small round white flowers are in erect (to dangling) racemes; and the berries are a deep purple to 

black. 

Other:  Despite historical uses fully cooked as an ñedibleò green, it is deadly poisonous.  

Children have died from ingesting the berries.  Mistaken for root crops, the roots have killed 

persons who have eaten the thick roots that resemble parsnips.  Merely touching the plant can 

cause an extreme immune-system response due to highly bioactive ñpokeweed mitogens.ò 

Contributed by: George Rogers 
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Possum Grape Vine, 

Princess Vine 
Cissus verticillata 
SIS-us vir-tiss-ah-LAY -tah 

Vitaceae 

Native to: Florida native 

Florida abundance and distribution: 

Central and South Florida 

Recognition: Vine with dark green rough-

surfaced cordate and serrate leaves to 5ò X 

6ò.  Grapes black when ripe. 

Potentially confused species: Muscadine 

Grape (Vitis rotundifolia) is another 

abundant grape vine.  The latter differs by having leaves as broad as long (vs. longer than broad) 

and by having obtuse (vs. acute or sharper) teeth. 

Other: The Aztecs produced a blue fabric dye from Possum Grape.  In South America boiled 

leaf concentrates are taken widely to help control diabetes, and are called vegetal insulin.  This 

medicinal plant has served historically also to treat high blood pressure and arthritis.  This is the 

host plant for the metallic weevil Eurhinus magnificus, which completes its entire life cycle on 

and inside the vine. 

Contributed by:  William Mullarkey 
 

Pouzolzia Bush  
Pouzolzia zeylanica 
pooh-ZOLZ-ee-ah zay-LAN-ah-cah 

Urticaceae 

Native to:  Asia  

Florida abundance and 

distribution : Roadsides, old 

fields, waste places and 

disturbed areas in the 

Peninsula. 

Recognit ion: Fuzzy weed 3-5ô 

tall with alternate (or 

opposite) leaves. Leaf blades ovate. White flowers, t iny and knob-l ike in leaf 

axils. 

Other:  Highly invasive. Spreads by seed and has an extensive root system.  

When attempting to r id area of P. zeylanica, tuber-l ike root systems wil l  

continue to spread and send up new stems.    

Contributed by: Nathan Hendry 
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Purple Pigweed    
Amaranthus blitum 
am-ah-RAN-thus BLIGHT-um 

Amaranthaceae 

Native to:  Mediterranean  

Florida abundance and distribution:   A weed 

along roads, in clearings, and plantations.  The plant 

prefers light (sandy), medium (loamy), and heavy 

(clay) acid to basic well-drained soil.   

Recognition:   Annual herb with trailing stems 1-2ô 

long, and more or less oval leaves having distinctive 

notched tips, on long petioles.  The numerous green 

flowers clustered in the angles between leaf and stem 

and are unisexual, without petals, both male and 

female flowers occurring on the same plant.  The 

female flower develops into a juicy, crimson fruit 

containing a single seed. 

Potentially confused species: Spiny Amaranth 

(Amaranthus spinosus) has thorns, and the leaf tips 

are not indented; its leaf blades have light-colored 

markings. 

Other:  Commonly called Strawberry Blite, Purple Amaranth, or Slender Amaranth.  

Although weedy, it is eaten in many parts of the world, cooked in steam or boiled and then 

served with olive oil, lemon, and salt.  In modern herbal medicine the juice is used externally as 

an application in ulcerated conditions of the throat and mouth and as a wash for ulcers, sores, etc. 

For its astringency the plant is much valued in traditional medicine for diarrhea, dysentery and 

hemorrhages from the bowels.  Yellow and green dyes can be obtained from the whole plant. 

Online resources:     http://www.botanical.com, http://www.pfaf.org 

Contributed by:  Grace Walton  Photos: Top is A., blightum; bottom is A. spinosus. 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amaranthaceae
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olive_oil
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lemon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salt
http://www.pfaf.org/
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Purple Thistle  
Cirsium horridulum  
SIR-see-um hor-ID-you-lum            

Asteraceae       

Native to: Maine and Pennsylvania, south into 

Florida and west to Texas. Also found in the West 

Indies, Mexico and Central America. 

Florida abundance and distribution: This is a 

frequent native weed of pinelands and prairies.  It is 

often found along the edges of salt marshes and is 

typical in overgrazed pastures, and as a roadside 

weed.  Grown in full sun exposure, drought-tolerant 

when established, with low saltwater tolerance.   

Propagation method is seeds.  Soils from moist, 

well-drained to moderately well-drained sandy or 

limestone soils, without humus. 

Recognition:    Biennial with a branching stem 1ô-

5ô tall, with alternate leaf arrangement. Leaves 6-

10ò  long, lanceolate,  pinnately lobed, stalkless and clasping the stem, with spiny margins and 

tips.  The basal rosette broader than tall.  Flowers in large variably colored heads (2-3ò diameter) 

including pale pink, rose, pale yellow, purple, cream/tan.  It blooms all year long; peak spring-

fall.  The flower heads are surrounded by erect, narrow, spiny bract-like leaves.  Unlike other 

local thistles, these bracts nestling the flower head are pinnately lobed and spine-tipped.   

Other:   Also known as Yellow Thistle, Bull Thistle, Spiny Thistle.  The name ñhorridulum" 

refers to the very prickly leaves; it must be handle with caution. This is a major attractor of insect 

pollinators (butterflies bees, wasps and/or birds).  This plant is a larval host plant and a nectar 

plant. The flowering heads are often torn apart by beetles.   Birds help spread the seeds. Humans 

can consume the leaves and roots cooked or raw. 

Contributed by: Grace Walton and William Mullarkey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.floridanature.org/family.asp?family=Asteraceae
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Purslane 
Portulaca  oleracea 
port-you-LACK-ah  

ole-er-ACE-ee-ah 

Portulacaceae 
Native to: Old World?   Widespread for 

centuries, and of unclear origins. 

Florida abundance and 

distribution: Throughout Florida as 

a weed in lawns and along roadsides.  
Recognition:  Succulent annual with 

thick obovate leaves to an inch long.   

Flowers small, yellow. Fruit opening into a tiny ñbowlò containing black seeds.  Creeping weed with 

rounded succulent leaves; flowers yellow; open fruits resembling a tiny nest with eggséPurslane 

(Portulaca  oleracea).  Also,   Portulaca amilis, an introduced species, has flat leaves and purple 

(vs. yellow) flowers.   Portulaca pilosa is native and likewise has purple flowers, but the leaves 

are distinctively round (vs. flat), and the plant is covered with long woolly hairs. Trianthema 

portulacastrum is unusual---it has broad leaves not very succulent and pale pinkish flowers. 

Also known as: Verdolaga, Little Hogweed, and Pusley 

Other:  Allegedly edible according to some sources, but also known to be a livestock toxin. Do 

not eat it. 

Contributed by:  Ginelle Monico 

 

Ragweed 
Ambrosia artemisiifolia 
am-BROZE-ee-ah  

art-eh-miz-eh-FOAL-ee-ah 

Asteraceae 

Native to:  Florida native 

Florida abundance and distribution:   

Common throughout 

Recognition: Plants to 4ô tall; leaves 

opposite, deeply pinnately lobed (to 

essentially compound), the leaflets 

lobed; flower heads green and 

inconspicuous in dense clusters 

Other:  Famous (and debatable) culprit 

in hay fever 

Contributed by: George Rogers 
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Ricefield Flatsedge  
Cyperus iria 
sigh-PEAR-us  (sometimes pronounced SIPE-

ah-rus) EAR-ee-ah 

Cyperaceae 

Native to:  Eurasia.  Widely naturalized 

Florida abundance and distribution:  

Occasional throughout Florida in moist or wet 

disturbed sites. 

Recognition:  The tiny scales that cover the 

seeds are cupped and give the spikelet a 

beaded look. 

Potentially confused species:  It takes a magnifier to get a good look, but the spikelets are unique among 

South Florida sedges. 

Other:    An important weed of rice in south and southeast Asia.  Recent systems for increasing rice 

production and decreasing costs involve reduced water levels that have the side effect of more problems 

with weeds.  This species is now combated in Asia by hand weeding, rotary weeding, pre-emergent 

herbicides and post emergent herbicides. 

Contributed by: David Black, Ph.D. 

 

http://blog.modernmechanix.com/mags/MechanixIllustrated/1-1948/exit_ragweed.jpg
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Rosary Pea, Precatory 

Bean 
Abrus precatorius  
AY-bus prek-uh-TOR-ee-us 

Fabaceae 

Native to:  India and Tropical Asia 

Florida abundance and distribution: Introduced to 

Florida and common in disturbed areas 

Recognition: Climbing vine to 10 feet high. 

Pinnately compound leaves with narrow and oblong 

leaflets.   Flowers from rose to violet and small; seeds glossy red/scarlet, black at the base; pods 1 İò 

long and oblong.  

Other:  Seeds are very toxic and potentially fatal  if ingested!  The seeds are used to make Rosary Beads 

and other types of necklaces.  Each seed has a uniform weight of 1/10
th
 of a gram. 

Contributed by: Andrea Schechter and Mike Derer 

Rust 

Weed 
Polypremum 

procumbens 
polly-PREE-um  

pro-COME-benz 

Loganiaceae 

Native to: Florida 

native 

Florida abundance 

and distribution : 

Throughout on dry 

sunny sand 

Recognition: Small 

clumping weed with 

opposite bristly 

needle-shaped leaves, these often becoming rust-colored.  Flowers tiny and inconspicuous, 

white. 

Contributed by: George Rogers 

 

 

 


