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South Florida Weed Identification Guide

Instructions:

1. Select a major categon this page

2. Then proceetb the sections (A on following pages) indited by your major category choice

3. Upon arriving at the section you selected, read all the options under that section, seeking the best matches
4. Find the possible identifications in the guide, using the index

5. Some weeds appear under more th@re major categories

Major Categories:

Does the weed havgeltate leave® (A peltate leaf is one where the lesthlk (petiole) is attached at the center of

GKS tSFF o0fFRST tA1S (GKS adGSYy 2y | YdzzaKNR2YRD 6 4 19SS GKI &
Hydrocotyle especialljHydrocotyle umbellata

Is the weed a grass, sedge,gpasslik® Gali 2A¢ ¢ 6 St 2 &

Is the weed &limbingvinek D2 (2 a&a. ¢ 0St20

Does the weed have a stromglor6 KSy ONHzZAKSRK D2 (2 /¢ 0St2¢

Does the weed havespecially fuzzy S+ @dSa FyR aiSvyaK D2 G2 a5¢ o0Sft2¢

Does the weed havepposited LJF A NBRO &AYLI S o6y2iEODBIIR2dYy R0 f S 354K D
Does the weed have leaves witHeafletsK D2 (2 aCé¢ o0St2p

Does the weed haveompound leavesvith more than 3 leaflets? G2 &G D¢ 06Sft 2 4

Does the weed havalternate (not opposite)simple (not compound)eaves withtoothed edgeX D2 (G2 &l ¢ qSf
Does the weed havalternate simple leaves witmooth edge D2 {2 aLé¢ 0SSt 24

Does the weed live entirely or mosilywater, suchas OF y I f 2NJ LI2YRK D2 (2 aWé o0S{ 25

Does the weed havmilky sagK D2 (2 aYé o0Sfz260




A. Common Grass and Sedge Weeds

There are hundreds of grasses occurring locally. This guide helps with the most common and conspicuous weeds.
Some grasses are includiedthe key but are not in the Guide. See theseamtweb sitewww.floridagrasses.org

Grassesstems round and often hollow; leaves usually attached in 2 rows all along stem)
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&
Qx
w»
(@]]

BLYTt2N5aOSyOS N
Sy

w

v
v

&
ax
w

CLYFt2NBaO 0SS N f S& T dPhtagmitdsausStERIBENE 2NJ | O NR2 Y Xt K

(@]]

DNJ 3aQ ci&l f ¢

A. Flower spikedelicate pairedike bunny ears andxtremely featheryffuzzy in various arrangemenfbhese
INI daSap @ FlilStyt %.0f dzS a (i S Xndrbpddogindo§IvA. ghoindrSu@idd. dirgdidna see
www.floridagrasses.oig

B. Inflorescence &tf n MOH W A NBt A1 S 4| y-dRapedinfiokescence/oh iNN&as thih aind Y S
i 2 dz3 K X { Y Spirabbliis indics) 0

C. Inflorescence a panicle (the branches branched) and the spikelets sparse
PyAOfS oNI yOKSa A Yrochidaznbiiingi X DdzA y S DNJI aa o

Paniclethin and sparse, the branches not whorjddaves often in two clear rows; species often but not
necessarily in wateor wet mudX ¢ 2 N1JS R PanbuxirepengThere are many species Bénicumin
Florida)

D. Inflorescence with fingerlikednches, having the spikelets crowded on the branches:

DN} &8a&a f wmQ I €yhodonSaddyldzRlI DNJ a& o

LYFt2NBaOSYyOS aFAYISNREE AWK Aya f I2yLRIBEA NBNA yS3sS YRH ISy |R
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points, different lengths, different angletheA Y RA @A Rdzl £ &aLIA 1St SGa 6AGK || NRY

(Digitaria ciliari

LYTt2NBaOSyOS NBaSyotAy3d GKAO]l omkné RAIFYSGSNDL ¥
(Dactyloctenium aegyptiuin

LYFEt2NBAOSYyOS GKAY 0+ likospok&hy YESHMSINIIR CRiAGYEESS\NNEEND Na 3R A |-
(Eustachys petraga

Inflorescence with a cluster of fingers on top, amith one isolaed¥ A Yy A SNJ 6 St 2 BEleuBire2 4 S 3 NI
indica

Inflorescence comprised @bnspicuouslhgilky-hairy spikes on atallwand; K A & 3INJ & & dzadz  t &
01t f X+ 3PSspalud Nil@ia o
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Note: Feather Lovegrasg.(amabilis A a A
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F. Grass with painful burr fruit...Sandspu@echruspecies, usuallg. spinifex
DN} 34Sa& {LIN}ygfAYy3I 2NJ/ NBSSLAY3 dza dzI f f

' & { Yl tf -léaved rhidomédsgrass ith e infloresceaspikes radiating as an umbel of
FAY 3SNBE X .aSs¥nddar dackysd

. ® DN} &a 6AGK LI A\Cedtfrusgedes,Nsudi@llphitex { | y Ra LIdzNJ 6

/] ® LYFt2NBaOSYyOS oNIyOKSa &GA O] A yShnalbleaiéxdndeKGrase dzi G N

SignalgrasdJrochloa subquadripaja

DLYTE2NBaOSyO0S oNIyOKSa T2 NIdpiKeltsh thedinflarescerze/look likeSlat(i 2 LI 2 7
Ot FYAT 681 ¢8a 2FGSy o6NRIR FyR 2FGS8y NBRRRaspgalm a LINI 6 A

setaceum Note: Turf Bahia Grasshaspalum notatum

9 tflyita KdzZ33Ay3a (G§KS 3INER dzy RX DigitardXekoyind Note: vidiath Crabgrasd, dzNJF X|.

D. longiflora is similar but has longer second glumes (> 1 mm).

SedgeS(stems often triangular and solid; leaves usuattached all around the stem; leaves often restricted to
the top and bottom of the plant)
Note: There are hundreds of sedges in South Florida. Selected important weeds are listed here. For more depth
visitwww.floridagrasses.org

[ NBHS 3K29pD0AaSRIFSGEHB I YAY BIF2 NBRBYRS NS O NI AGKS& NBasSyYo

Cyperus odoratus

Spikes (flower clusters) flat

Spikes reddistplant may have tubedt dzNLJ SCydedRraudhdys
Spikes yellowishmature plantsusuallywith tubers styles X, St £ 2 § Cypéris asuem® o
{LA{1Sa INBSYAAK (2 &5f Tetas IedgCperisdmiyStathypst 6 4 Sy 6 T &G 8

Spikes greenish, with dark spotted scales (dark seed showing through); tubers§ abdes 3; often in
Y2AahG alLJ2 ia XQypéyidebnipregBSRIS 0o

{GSY NRdAK fA1S al y®psusdbmmdr{emplA v YS { SR3IAS 6

Spikes globshaped or cylinder shaped, not flat

More than one spike per plant; spikes more or less glseped with<50r2 dzy RSR aLJA 1 St S a X

FlatsedgeQyperus crocewakaC. globosus

More than one spike per plant; spikes more or less cylindricé@h2n  Ff I G aLIA 1 St Sdaxt Ay

FlatsedgeCyperus retrorsys
Onewhite flower cluster/plantXFragrant Kyllingakfylinga odoratg

hyS aANBSY Ff26SNJ Of dzZAGSNJ LISNJ LX I yidx GKS Of dzaid SNJ
Kyllinga Kyllinga brevifoliaLow KyllingaKyllinga pumilais similar but has no rhizome.
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B. Climbing Vine Weeds

LEAVES COMPOUND

w

Leaves pinately compound YR F £ G SNY I GST Ff26SNE LISt Mbr& précataritsS 0 T &[S

Note: Trumpet Creepedampsis radicandias opposite compound leaves, stems covered with roots, and large
orangetube-shaped flowers.

Leaves with 3ledétsT Ff 26 SNE LISI f A { Ggnalytddla.e St f 26 X/ 26 LIS O

Note: Poision IvyToxicodendron radicap$as three leaflets; its stems are covered with roots. Milkpeas
(Galactig often have three leaflets too, but the flowers in those are pinkish.

Leaves plmately compound with > 3 leaflet® aSya O20SNBR ¢ ABakheMBsBusa X+ A NHA[Y A |
virginiang

LEAVES SIMPLE (NOT COMPOUND)

Leaves Opposite (often heashaped orarrolk S R a K LISRaX vy dfi$S +dhgyStES 6St 26 FT2N O
Mikaniaspecies

Leaves Alternate:

Leaves not lobed (but may have teeth):

Leaves shaped like arrowheadl2 NJ G NR | y 3 dzf I ND T Ff 2 ¢ $M&niaFcdatlen | YR s KA
Note: Species of Morning Gloriepdmoea) also often have arrovheadshaped leaves; theflowers are
shaped like funnels. There are several species in South Florida.

Leaves with lobes:

Leaves dobed and with notched base; with tendrils; flowers yellow; fruit a smooth cucumber green on
0 KS Ay aAi REeumbed(elatig f@nduld

[atN

Leaves usually Sor 7lobedT A GK GSYRNARE AT FE26SNR &Stt26T FNHzA
gA0GK NBR &BedriManordicd charantii

Note: Noyau VineMeremmia dissectphas similar leaves but no tendrils, a dry capsular fruit, and white
funnelshaped flowers with a red eye.




C.WeedsWith Strong Odors When@shed

[ 26 6 SR (nkéfodr finy whielpé&tals fruit long like a mingreen beaXt Sy yaet @F yAl . AG34S
(Cardamine pensylvanita

N
(p))

SR G2 HQ I tt TorfoBed;fbbeis white withB Fefals; fruit fdehiblitg S tiny
oinX t S LILIS N@piilindvirgnioum

[w]

OEGNBYSt& Fddileé 6SSR SXMIKY BIE2 MiSothBeRduhyaRlSHs A 2y ¢ T 2 6 SNJ

¢ ft ¢ aRReginents th@adlikeesembled DillX 5 2 8nneC Eupatorium capillifolium

2 SSR -ai@ Wt gAGK adGNRBy3 aOKSYAOIf ¢ 2R20HEnofotidns SNA 3 NJ
ambrosioidep

Weedmat-forming with deeply pinnately lobed leaves F NHzA G NB aSYof S& daiOleSe a2 dz
(Lepdium didymium

+SNE (Gl ff $SHARD PRISFNBSA { 2LIINDAAGST RSYyGFGST It 26 SN
the-Bush Chromolaena odorata

D. Extremely Fuzzy Weeds

Stf26 GRIYRSEAZ2YVE Tt 26 SN0Thphofveet fdteBBecFsNiadiags y i 6KSy ON

+SNE (Gl ff $SHARD PRISFNBSA { 2LIIDAAGST RSYyGFGST It 26 SN
the-Bush Chromolaena odorata

2 SSR (i 2eae®hearshdpédiand velvetyflowers round and yeld X | S I NJi t Sda ordifolaR | 0
285Sa (2 cQ GFftT fSI@Sa tAYSINI 2N ySIENIe az2T LXFyda
61 A0 SNI O8I 80 X/ ICgnyzR tanaded3ish S 6 SSR 6

Leaves pinnate¢ Y LJt | v {iflovierd comaQpods Irebefmble fuz&y? (0 R2 3 & X | lddiydEeralhissi®M 32 0

Sprawling weeds witbppositeentire-marginedleaves and fringed stiputea S E AGDveyRichardia grandiflora
consider also other speciesBfchardiX &8 SS a2 LJLJ2 a A b&8owf S| @dSa¢ |4 a9¢é

Erect or floppy weed witlopposite toothed leaveE Ff 2 6 SNJ KSI Ra gAGK ONBIFYe aLISG}

i S S KX Tridx procémbeéns
Ct26SNJ KSFRa 6AGK p aLISGIfag oNre Ft2SNRE KIFIGAy3a (K
(Galinsoga quadriradiafa

Spravling weed with opposite, toothy, wrinkled leaves Tf 2 ¢ SNB @& Wedelia wildbat&kasSt A o
Sphagneticola trilobatp

OINBOG ¢SSR (2 HQ GFftf KFr@Ay3d az2¥fint 8228t aaKREBNRAI 2508
toward the tip andtapering gradually toward the base (obspatulate); flower heads tightly congested, greenish or
OK I T ¥ @& X/GHRaza&apurpurgaor possibly otheGamochaetar Pseudognaphaliurspecies)

NJIO

KSI

\Hdza |

KSI

KA




E. Weeds With Opposite Leaves
If the plant is avine, see Vines

tflyi 25mAi8F PRIAGIORY AN Odz2dzaf @ KI A NB IChiiNdladnd.bdgrata ¢ K Sy

Flower heads fuzzlueX ! 3 S NJAgedatim kdoustonianuin

Flower heads fuzzwhite, resembling tiny shaving brushes I YY 2 O { AgeratiSaN&idd corsider
also species dtupatorium

Plants withmilky sajx / K+ Yl S48 0S 0{SS {lyR al (i T2 Nohdnaas)cepstiosi A 2 y &

Planterectwith INB Sy ¢ S F& HLBBASYXREAET ki 2ANBSOMatGTKONA Y LI LI |y (i

pyramidatum)

Leaves lineamplants green to rustolored, standing 43¢ tall; flowers white, tin)X w dza i @&ypr_umam
procumben}

Plant sprawling; leavasarrowly elliptic with stipule between theprilowerswhite, on longwirelike stalks, with 4

petals;frlk G & GAGK G662 O2yalLi Odz2 dza OldedldhdiaxchorymRo3d 2 NI R S5A Y2y R

[ S 9Sa ¥ @GENE 29NPR ¢ R SRidamiiophyllh SNB t £ I yi o

Erect herb or subshrubleaves narrowly elliptic to nedimear, clustered at nodesith stipules; flowerstiny,

white, clustered in more or less glolshaped head$ . dzii (i 2 SpeBradoce derticillajaThe native
Spermacoce assurgeisssmaller, has the flower heads less glgb@ped, and the leaves are not clustered at the
nodes.)

LEAVES FUZZY:

Leaves fuzzyentire-margined, 6 A G K ¥ NR Yy 3SR & (i RidhlizfiaSee &1&xicasCIoBey for i@iftiSchNOXs
among the three locally commdRichardiaspecies)

Leaves entiranargined, with no stipule; flowers white, with the 5 petals split to resemble 10 petals at a

3t yOSX/ rstelarlamesi§ R 6

[ SI &Sa O2F NASte& &ASNNIGST FEt26SN) KSFRa 6A0GK ONBIYe N
(Tridax procumbens

Ct26SNJ KSFRa 6AGK p aLISGIf&ag oNre ¥t 2gdNshidierskl gAy 3 (K
(Galinsoga quadriradiafa

Leaves fuzzy; deeply wrinklezharselyserrdef 26 SRT Tt 26 SNE &Sttt 29 WedliaRa o! a0 8

trilobata)
LEAVES HAIRLESS OR NEARLY SO:

Plant sprawlingteaves serrate, flower heads white and purplismaested on a long stalk resembling a
matchX a | (i OK Lippfalnoddsp 0

Leaves serrate; flowetsbe-shapedyellowX . I 6 & -Uy/@iz&¢thddonia procumbens

Leaves serrate; flower heads (Asteraceae) yetldw2 NB& STaI$phBarpds vials

Leaves entirenargined sessile or nearly so, as broad as Ibng¥ NHzA & & G A O aDrgmarjaSordgtdp  ONER X

10
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Leavesntire-margined ovate,with deeply indented veindlower stalks long and spidery, with purplish flowers
FyR St2y3alF 4GS TNUz (& RedSRidelrig(BodrRavia giffugpNR (G KS G A LJa X

Leaves entiranargined plants sprawling; stipulesbsent (vs. Button WeepYlowers congested in more or less
globeshaped heads on long stakaV2 & ¢ At&manttiera flavescens

Leaves entiranargined, the blades ofteabout as broad as long; flowers tiny, green, at the nodesrida
Pellitory (leaves opposite or alternatParietaria floridana

11




F. Weeds WithPalmately Lobeabr Trifoliate Leaves (Having Three Leaflets)

Leaves palmately lobed or fringgdut notdvR SR Ay 42 o € S| TGediumcardidiaRupD S NI y A dzY]

Climbing vine withoots along the stemflowers whiteX t 2 A & Zlgkicddéhd@rondadicahs
(Similar Virgina CreepdParthenocissus quinquefolinas 5 or more leaflets per leaf.)

Highly aggressivéargeclimbing vined A G Kt S| T fn6tiioatbeBring adongfthe gtém; flowers
LJdzNLI S XPYedeRa mimtahp

Plants creepingr spawling; leaflets serratdut with no white chevron (vsrifolium) ; flowers tiny and congested
intoyellowhoplil S KSI Ra X . Médiddgo lep&irai 1D. polytorphaM. sativg Alfalfa, has purplish
flowers)

tfryda avlftt deafbtREith aneddS hitiche®@fipi FE 2 FSNBE NBdzy R DxaR &St 2
corniculatg

tflyda avlhtff S4SFSReal ar oMl KGO 150 & § NRI G O K 5 @amEfiamalwmilg / f 2 ¢

ONB SLIA y 3 ¢ Si&fkets with nombite imark, &ndl entinmargined sometimeswith reddish margins;
middl leaflet stalkedflowers pink, pealike...Threeflower ggarweed Desmodium triflorurm

Plants prostrate or erect; leafletsith a silvery white smudge in the centeentiremargined;central leaflet
stalked;F £ 2 6 SNE LJIzZNLIJ ST FNUzA § | Desrdoblid]idcangpk G X/ NBSLIAy 3 . S3 3|

Plants may be sprawling bdza dzi £ £ @ SNBOG | yR dzLJ (-gargingd, @ithNdo Wiitldarkii I € £ T
the central leaflet on a long stglkowers purpleand pealkd & G A O1 G A3IK{G LR Ra GoAaidSRX5
(Desmodium tortuosuin(and see the following species)

Plants2 o0 Q G f t 0 duifoliatededmted niag be instakert ftBeNEcedingspecies but the central
leaflet sessile or nearly sthe stipules inconspicuous and < 0.5 mm tdngjt a long cylindric podvs. segmented
sticktights); flowers purplish & G NP y 3t & 0 A FiigSd\Spitietfl@wergleowe Btidldsgeda t X

Plantserecti 2 nQ (I t f X sac&esFapdizhflated pSdihat yaflé whénXipe. Flowers pealike:
yellowor yellow marked with red. Central leaflet not stalked/ | (i (i f S 6 2 E § dLancdedflRaitlebbxrhash |
three narrow lanceolate leaflets. Smooth Rattlebloas three broad elliptic leaflets. Showy Rattlebox has simple
leaves.

tflyida aLINI gt Ay3a G2 oleafldsindrrowly elfit, dith dNdinate)SpedCheps@iges & St f 2 &
(Stylosanthes hamaja
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G. Weeds With Pinnately Compour{dr DeeplyPinnatelyLobed)Leaves

Plantavind Ff 2¢6SNRA @OA2f SOT asSaRdsprddBi&Risl YR ofF O] Xwz2al NB t S|

Plant creepingcompound leaves oppositéipwers bright yellow; fruit a spiny buxrt dzy O (i dZRdBulus A y S 6
cistoide$

t £y i 2 th&coripbund |gave& dppoblte, SaiyirBqular, the edges serthtetips of the lobes
sharply pointed flower heads (Asteraceae) white with yell@enters; T NdzA G a NS A3GA 01 GA3IKGAX
BeggarticksRidens alba

t £ Fyda SNEabiithec@mpaud leévies htvihg entiearginedrounded leaflets; flowers pinkiskrosy,
pealike; fruits resemble tiny bristly hotdagblairy Indigo(Indigofera hirsutg

Plants creepingpinnatelycompound leaves with-B obovate leaflets; flowers pealike, salmoaloredXCreeping
Indigo(Indigofera spicata

t £ yid S NBtheloppositeferntikedeeplydinhakely lobed (to essentially compoundihe leaflets lobed;
leaf partswith rounded tip§ Ff 2 6 SNB 3INBSYy A aK RafgReedAMbrdsibarteiigiifoRdSy &S Of d

ttlyida G2 oQ Gttt ¢ Alénkes ivedriaiiyphiatel? [Gb2d\Bunkt Sofnpodndlifowes R T
yellow with 4 petalsXL eaf MustardBrassica juncéa

Sprawling; strong odor when crushed; leaves pinnately compound (or very deeply lobed), the leaflets irregularly
f20SR YR (122 3KSRT T NHzA¢(iK@sses Swinkcredsg 2 a YA O1 S@ Y2dzaS SIN
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H. Weeds Having Simple, Atteate (or Rosette) Toothed Leaves
Flowerspinkg A G K £ 2y 3 Ay FSNR GedraZaggudiifhlip & X . SSof2aa2yYy o
Plant withmilky sax 3 $8 46 SSR&a sAGK YAf 1@ &abL¥ 0S5t20
Leavegainfully spin)X t dzNJ1.Jt I&S(Cirgiugnihardidulum

Serrate (teeth oriented toward ledip like a sawblade)

If some or all of théeaves are compouril  AB®@R)tick¢Bidens albh

IftheONHzE KSR f S| @#Sa S YA (X a S BAIONRYrspSdiuinkad® bfosididedorside? R 2 NJ
also Peppergrastepidium virginicum

Plant with tinywhite 4-LJS G I € £ SR Tt 26 SNE | VR NPlaneRsmélly whén T NHzA G &
ONHza K SR Xt LepiddV@rgidicayd o

Leaves all in a basal cluster, with widely spaced teflitvers green in a vertical green waXid € I y G | Ay
(Plantago virginica

MK |

Rosetteg A i K ANNB3Idzf F NI & (220KSR fSI@Sazx odzi GKS LI Fyd NRAaA

plant parts withconspicuougong stiff hairX / | y | Hofséveed (Conyza candengis

Flowers lilac; leaves with loftgpered baseXL ittle Ironweed(Cyanthillium cinereuin

Flowers yellow

Flowers sessile or nearly so; leaves hairless or neaXWaeweed(Sida ulmifoli

Flowers sessile or nearly so: leaves very fddzyS | NIi £ SidlaEordifdiR I 6

Flowers on wirdike stems IH ¢  Kl2diardHemSida rhombifolia

Dentate (teeth point straight out) @piny or ireqularly Lobed

tflyida aLINIgftAy3a Ay Y2rad LI OSAT S| gS4CentkllaK y 2 (i
asiaticg

tftlyida ¢f mQ GFHEET €SI mlﬁgentWhSnSctuEhed flowerR tink WS ehiet | NI &
SilftaT LRRa t2y3 tA1S YAYALl (i ChGBmidNdES/WanipaS y a Xt Sy

tflyida G2 nQ GFEET €SEFEF oF&asSa 6 NI L) I BnHlidfgsBergd G SYT
(red)andE. sonchifoliglilac))

t £ yia witmealwhitelpdwtieEon younggrowth Ff 2 4 SNA 3INB Sy Laybs 02y 3 S
Quarters(Chenopodium albuin

t £ Fyida Raversiydlow tefefiding dandelion flower but numerous; basal leaves largglobed
FYR YINNBGSR G261 NR G K¥oungidjapboch A GAO |1 F 61408k NR

Very common weed having leaves with large, irregular lobes and ttredlstemsNA a Ay 3 G2 nQ G
rosette; flower heads mostly white with a long cylindric vaselike irsrelof phyllaries (green base to the
Ff 206SN KSI R ErécKtitediNadiBIGR o
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tftlyda ¢ myé GFEET LISGFEEE @Sff2gArAaKX GKS &aSLJ f
F NHiusk Xomato There are several speciesRifysalisn Florila. Physalis walterand P. angustifiolia

have stellate trichomed. walterithroughout, andP. angustifoliaglabrous except on the sepals. The

other species have simple trichomeBhysalis angulathas sharp teeth on the leave®hysalis pubescens

and P. arenicoldave similar pubescent leaves with irregular lobes and blunt teeth; the former has dark
spots on the flower, and the latter has flowers with no dark spots. There are additional species but not
likely encountered as weeds, esp. in SouthiBar
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I. Weeds Having Alternate Simple Leaves With Smooth (Entire) Leaf Margins
tflyida G2 pQ 2NJY2NB GFrtfxX gAGK tSIF@Sa yé& 2N Y2NB 2
RIF NJ] LJzNLX S o $PNdskcBaamerieadaS 6 SSR 6

Planti 2 pQ Gl tf @AGK 0 NFam&simpk K& 2 & & & & CrbtaldiSspatBbd)fOtir
rattleboxes have trifoliate leaves)

aSiiSz GKSy NRaiAy3da (2 pted
y It f LI NIiCodyzalcahadBndis v | 2 NE&

Plantsi 2 o @K # NJ & X { LJA yAnarantfils Ndingligl s€ée Rurple Amaranthus)

—
—

ttLyd asSrazylrtte I N
plant with conspicuousstiff white K I A N&A 2

M

|.
$SS

[ =

tflyia [(8ro0%a (2TdHy y20O0KSR | Amaiarith@s blit)LIX t dzNLI S ! YI NI y
tfryda G2 wQ GFEET €SIF@Sa aLl Gdz I S ZGamndclastapulpydd @& 2 dzy 3

58t A0FGS $SSR (G2 wmyé GFrift gAGK GAyeé INBSY TFt26SNE Ay
(Parietaria floriina)

CdzNF 6SSR G2 cé¢ GFrf€tT €SIF@Sa ¢6A0K RMydionpusadingigh 2y (St @

Creeping turf weed with deeply notchdeiafo 8 Sax (GKS o0fl RSa 20KSNBAaS ySINIeg

(Dichondra caroliniensis

Creepng weed with rounded succulent leaves; flowers yellow; open fruits resembling a tiny nest with
S$333 Xt demEulada oBrac8aPortulaca amilisanintroduced species, has flat leaves and purple flowers.
Portulaca pilosas native and likewise hamirple flowers, but the leaves are round (vs. flafyianthema
portulacastrumis unusuat-it has broad leaves not very succulent and pale pinkish flowers.

Plants creeping with smallbluel3S G I t f SR Ff 2 6 SNRA XCpmdeBadifasgt I3 51 8 Ff 26SNJ o
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J. Aquatic Weeds

Floatngfreely unrooted:

Leaves extremely fuzzy, inacabbdgd { S NRASGGS 6A (K NPRsiastati®egy 3t Ay I X
Leafbased g2t f Sy A y (-BlyadinthEichfhainkacrassigeNd

Plant < %6 in diameter, made of one or mom2 dzy RA & K I NB Sy LeRnasp) &CxrsideOdsé S S R
Mosquitofern,Azolla ficuloidesor possiblyA. pinnata Azollas are tiny floating ferns with overlapping
scales resembling tiny shingles)

Weed floating freely; leaves cesized, fuzzy, paired, Wik Rl y 3t A y Spad@eadalimdz | G S NJ
minima, also possibleS. molesta

Rooted, either submerged or rising to the surface:

AAAAA

[ S oSa RAa&aSOGSR Ayl CeratophyllSmh déineis8@ YSy G a X/ 22y G Af 6

[ SF@Sa LAYYLF({iSTI NBaSYo tdhgrMyrophyliGm phiatufior atheSt S 2 y a4 Xt
Myriophyllumspecies)

[ SF@Sa LAYYFrGiST aAYATI NI G2 a&NR2LKeEf{ Posperpinded 6 A (i K
pectinata

Leaves opposite; stem holloand floating Tt 2 6 SNE Ay | Aligitai Wee®2 y3S &G SR
(Alternanthera philoxeroidgs

Leaves opposite; stem square; flowers A LJldSid&hXSwampweedHygrophilapolysperma
[ S @Sa ¢6K2NI SRXI y2G aASNNI(Sz (KS PghidRiélkyp oA (K2 dzi
Leaves whorled; serrate; midvein ®it LINJA O t $iydrila(Sydria vérticiXata

Sedgesometimes floatingmalt ¥f 26 SNR Ay 3If2062aS KSI RiydaybmOKSy Sa
cubensg

K. Weeds With Milky Sap
[ S 9Sa SadtdaisASeéhamaesycdzy RSNJ a2 IR AAGS t S @dSaé¢ 062380
ISF #Sa 2dzad dzy RSNJ 6 KS Tt 26 S NIoingettid dyatHophdd Jt | 8 K 2F NBRX?2 ]

tftlyida G2 oQ GFrttT tSIF@Sa (2 YdzZ HALHKE SR AYDKNES & RYAERR A
(Poinsettia heterophylla(Similar to Wild Poirttia but without the red markings)

f Q
5w S

—

QF 6 76 TR 2 BINKEE X% B NIEREOIDR GrFnin®edzLIK 2 NB A I 6
CARRE SNDa {LINHS odzi GKAYYSNIFYR gAlGK Ft2

<,
U S

02
t

Q¢ T

Yot S

o
(@]]

Ct 26SNJ KSI R Dardglos (TSaxacamftfidinals X

Planton Q GFftT €SI @Sa gA0GK YIFAY OSAYy LlzNLX Sz €SI ¥ ol as
& St tSawihitle(Sonchus oleraceusr S. asper
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Alligator
Weed

Alternanthera

philoxeroides
al-te-NAN-thur-ah fill-ox-
er-OlD-ees
Amaranthaceae

Native to: South America
Recognitiont Sprawlng
herb usually in water, or in
row crops and gardens; ste
often pinkish;leaves opposite, elliptic to oblanceoldtejts tiny, oneseeded.

Potentially confused species Gomphrenahastwo bracts beneath the flower head. -Yéged
(Alternanthera flavescehgrowsin dry habitats has the tepals pubescent (vs. glabrous), and
usually lanceolate (vs. elliptic or widest above the middle) leaves.

Other: Alligator Flea Beetles have been raled as biological control for this weed.
Contributed by: Sarah Lopinot.

Alyce Clover, Ond_eaf Clover

Alysicarpus vaginalis
al-lisseeKAR-pus vajin-AL-iss
Fabaceae

Native to: Old World Tropics
Florida abundance and distribution:
Naturalized in Férida, Southern United States
and the West Indies
Recognition: Stems erect or spreading, up to
1 cm. long, with leaves singular, simple and
alternate, ovate to lanceolate, up to 2.5 cm
long. Plants with disproportionately large _
conspicuous stipules. Flovgein racemes, with
6 to 12 flowers; corolla red, reddish purple,
purplish blue or yellow, pods compressed wi
4 to 7 segments

Other: Grown as a forage plant.
Contributed by Andrea Schechter
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Artillery-Plant

Pilea microphylla
PILE-eeah mikecrow-FILL-ah
Urticaceae

Native to: Florida native

Florida abundance and distribution:
Scattered throughout

Recognition Low to the ground. Leaves M
crowded, more or |
long, in a single plane on light green
stems. Flowers green and smatlant
resembles a fern.

Contributed by: Nathan Hendry

Asiatic Hawksbeard

Youngla japonica

YOUNG-eeah jawPON-ah-cah

Asteraceae

Native to: Asia, naturalized worldwide in warm climates, including the S.E.U.S.

Florida abundance and distribution: Througtout

Recognitiort Rosetteforming and taprooted. Leavpsnately sharply lobed with a large

terminal lobe, the lateral lobes becoming smaller toward the base. Flowering stalks rising above
the leaves, having up to 30 flower heads, these yellow and rizsgm&ndelion flowers.

Potentially confused speciesDandelion has only one flower head/stalk.

Means of dispersal Seedl i ke fruits on feathery fdpar a
Contributed by: Janel Schaffer
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Asiatic Pennywort

Centella asiatica

(Hydrocotyle asiatica
senTELL-ah ayse-AT-ah-cah
Apiaceae (or Araliaceae)

Native to: Warm Asia

Florida abundance and distribution:
Ditches and other low moist places
throughout Florida

Recognitiort Small, lowgrowing, herbaceous perennial having shabheped leaves
sometimesvith red edges. Flowers small, white to pink.

Means of dispersal Rhizomes and seeds

Other: In India and in Asia this species has served as a medicinal herb for thousands of years.
TodayCentella asiaticas used in a wide variety of pharmaceutical prcid for skin care,

kidney and liver problems, wounds, and the immune sys@entellaleaves are used fresh in
salads and dried in teas.

Contributed by: William Mullarkey

AustralianPine

Casuarina equisetifolia

cazyou-RINE-ah ekquaseatah-FOAL-eeah
Casuarinaceae

Native to: Old World

Florida abundance and distribution: Mosty along canals and shoréshiefly in the Peninsula
(and a little on the Gulf Coast in the Panhandtg) mostly coastal, especially northward.
Historically used to hold the $@nd to prevent erosion, and Ratentiallycultivated shade tree

on beaches and in challenging siteBluisanceexoticable to take over vast spaces crowding out
other vegetation

Recognitiort Evergreen tree resembling a conifes2@ 0 6 t aithelneedid 1 k e B p
branchlets. Trees monoecious, the male flowers tiny, in simple spites% 060 | ong; f emal
flowers tiny, in tight clusters on short peduncles, the female mflorescence matioiag i
woody fAconed resemblg
Potentially confused speciesAustralian
Pine is not a pine, it is a flowering plant.
AustralianP i n e f rareteirdbraechlets
bearing whorls of @ tiny scalelike leaves
forming sheaths around the node$here are
three species d@asuarinain Florida.
Contributed by: Ginelle Monico
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Baby JumpUp

Mecardonia procumbens
meeker-DOAN-eeah proCOME-bens
Scrophulariaceae

Native to: Florida, Louisiana, Texas,
Arizona, and tropical America

Florida abundance and distribution
Occasionaln Florida, mostly irsouthern
and central parts of the state, but reporte
also from the western end of the
panhandle.

Recognition: Usually a small sprawling
plant with opposite toothed leaveStm
long. The tiny bright lemon yellow
flowers are the best diagnostic characfEhe petals barely extend past the green sepals and the mouth of
the flower is not wide open, looking slightly squeezed together.

Potentially confusedspecies: Although easily overlooked, upon close examination this little plant is
distinctive, at leaswhen in bloom.

Other: Although baby jumpup occurs on edges of ponds, streams and cypress prairies, in South Florida
it seems to be more common as a weed in lawns, golf courses, and nurseries, where it benefits from
irrigation.

Contributed by; David Blgk, Ph.D. Photo: Firefly Forest

Bal dwi ndos FI| at sedge,

Cyperus croceus
sighPEAR-us CROWseeus
Cyperaceae

Native to: Florida native

Florida abundance and distribution:
Throughout, one of the most common
weedy sedges

Recognitiort Perennial 336  twathH |
nearly globose spikelet clusters usually
on long bare wands.

Easily confused speciesThis species
resemble<. retrorsusand has in some
classifications been treated as a synon
The latter has moreylindric spikelet
clusters, and 4220 {s. 1650) rounded
(vs. flat) spikelets.

Internet reference:
www.floridagrasses.org

Contributed by: Ginelle Monico
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Balsam Pear

Cerasee

Momordica charantia
muh-MORD-ahcah kar-ANT -eeah
Cucurbitaceae

Native to: Southern Asia

Florida abundance and distibution:
In disturbed sites from Putnam Co. to
thecentral and southern peninsula.
Recognition: A fast growing climber
that reaches a height ob&nd bears
deeply lobed and alternate leaves,
yellow flowers and oranggellow fruit red on the insidé~loweringmostly in summeand

fruiting mostlyduringthe autumn

Otherr Thereds growing evidence that Bal s-am Pea
diabetes.In the Caribbean the plant is called Cerasee (with different spelling variations) and is a
traditional medicindor numerous ailmentsContributed by: Geovany Esteban
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Beach
Sunflower

Helianthus debilis
he-lee-AN-thus DEB-ah-lus
Asteraceae

Native: Florida native

Florida Abundance and Distribution:
Salt tolerant, common near ocean shor¢
and any other fulsun areathroughout
Florida

Recognition: Grows low to the groundooting at the nodes. Leaves scratchy, vaguely deltoid,
alternate. Ray flowers yellow, disk black or dark brown

Potentially confused speciesSpecies oCoreopsishave opposite leaves.

Other: Blooms several times throughout the year. Propagates through seed.

Contributed (including photo) byCarolyn Hendry

Beeblossom,
Gaura

Gaura angustifolia
GOWr-rah
anngoostah-FOAL-eeah
Onagraceae

Native to: Florida native
Florida abundance and
distribution : Throughout
Recognitiont Narrowleaved
weed having pink flowers in
spring and summer, these with
long inferior ovaries
Contributed by: George Rogers
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Beggar Ticks,
Spanish Needles

Bidens alba

BYE-dens Al-bah

Asteraceae

Native to: Native to Florida

Florida abundance and distribution: Very
abundant, throughout

Recognitiont Herbaceous, with opposite
compound, serrate leaves. Flower heads with white ray flowers and yellow disk flowers.
Seedlike fruits cling by twshort sharp needles to clothing.

Potentially confused speciesTridax has simple leaves, conspicuousip@ched ray flowers,
extensive pubescence, and paraciiype fruits (vs. sticktights). There are additional species of
Bidensin Florida. Bidens ntis andB. laevishaveyellow flower headsBidens bipinnatdas
double compound (vs. one®mpound) leaves and fruits with 3 (vs. 2) horns.

Contributed by: June Wilkinsaend Carolyn Hendry. Floral photo by Carolyn Hendry
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Bermuda Grass

Cynodon datylon

SIN-oh-dawn DACTahlawn

Poaceae

Native to: Africa, Asia, and beyond
Florida abundance and distribution:
Throughout

Recognitiort Leaf blaas graygreen,
short with rouglredges. Erect stems to
120 tall . distheiwed he
fingerlike umbels of 26 spikes.

Other: Highly aggressive, crowding out
other grasses and invasive. It is fast
growing and tough, making this species popular for lawns, golf courses, sporting fields, and
coast areas. Prefers full siReproducsthrough seeds, ruers, and rhizomesReportedo

have antimicrobial and antiviral properties, as well as uses against urinary tract infections,
prostatitis, syphilis, dysentery, diabetaadtoothache.

Internet sources 2011 AmericarLawn.com. www.floridagrasses.org

Contributed by: Grace Walton

Black Medic

Medicago lupulina
med-ah-CAW-go loopyou-LINE-ah
Fabaceae (Leguminosae)

Native to: Eurasia

Florida abundance and
distribution : Throughout
Recognition Summer annual or
shortlived perennialn disturbed
areas. Postrate01 6 t al | |
nitrogenfixing root nodules. Stems
1-26 | ong, with s
trifoliate, the centraleaflet on a
separate petiolule, the leaflet margin
serulate. Flowers tiny, yellonpumerous in thimblike bunches. Fruit a tiny pod that remains
closed at maturity.

Potentially confused specieOther local weeds with trifoliate leaflets include Beggarweeds
(Desmodiunspecies), which differ by having entire leaflets and purplish fteaed norserrate
leaflets Oxalis, which has deeply notched leaflets; and Dutch White Cldviéol{lum albumin
this guide) with white flowers and a white chevron on each leaflet.

Other: Fodder. Birds eat the fruits/seeds, and honeybees visibtiner§l.

Contributed by: Andrea Schechter
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Black Nightshade

Solanum americanum

SO-LAY -num ahmerahCANE-um
Solanaceae

Native to: Florida native

Florida abundance and distribution:
Abundant throughout

Recognitiort Perennial or subshrub to abou
4 6 , hawirig irregularly shaped leaves,
which may have entire or coarsely serrate
margins Flowers white, stashaped, with 5
sepals, 5 petals, 5 yellow stamens, and a
solitary pistil. Fruit a black berry.
Potentially confused species There are
other speciesf Solanumin Florida (see also
Tropical Soda Apple in the present guide).
The present species stands apart by not be
a vine, by not being conspicuousyzzy, by
being thornless, and by having black berrie:
Other: Black nightshade is extremely
poisonous. It contains alkaloids (including
tropane, pyridine, solanine) and sterols.
Symptoms include digestive disturbance,
weakness, trembling, impaired breathing, a
paralysis.

Contributed by: Ryan Agnew
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Blackroot

Pterocaulon pycnostachyum

tearoh-CALL-on
pick-no-STAKE-eeum
Asteraceae

Native to: Florida native more a wildflower
than a weed

Florida abundance and distribution:
Throughout Florida, grows best in well
drained soil, often in sandy places and in
pine woods, cannot tolerate salt,ncaurvive
to 10° F.Flowers both in spring and fall.
Recognition: Perennial2 6 t al | , al
populations, with stiff erect stem(s) pale and covere
with soft hairs. Leaf blades with a white rrudin,
having a decurrent base giving the stemreged
aspect. Small, white flower heads, without ray
flowers, in a cylindric spike, may be tinted pink to purple at the tips.

Other: The root stores coumarin, which is poisonous to humansp&gihgates by seed.
Contributed by: Carolyn Hendry

Brazilian-Clover, Brazilian Pusley

Richardia brasiliensis

renCHARD-eeahbrahzil-eeEN-sis

Rubiaceae

Native to: Tropical America presumably not
including Florida

Florida abundance and distribution: Througlout
Recognition Sprawling weed with opposite fuzzy
leaves and a fringed stipule between the bases.
Flowers tiny, stashaped with{4)5(6) petals. See

i Me x iCd a rv Righardia(grandiflorg for
comparison of three similar species. Brazilian
Clove has the smallest flowers of the trio, and has
fruit segments with flat inner faces.

Contributed by: George Rogers
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BUShy % :':1— ‘I .
o n

Bluestem 1;_,4*
Andropogon E é.d ’ %
glomeratus I T
andro-POEgone o ﬁr ;
glow-merAY -tus -t
Poaceae < -

Native to: Central America,
West Indies, North America
Florida abundance and
distribution: Most of Florida
Recognition: Forms a narrow
clump of flattened blugreen
leaf blades. Flower stalks
topped with dense, fluffy, silvery pink to
to ealy fall. After frost, foliage and bushy panicles turn coppargnge. Panicles soften into billowy
plumes.

Potentially confused species There are multiple speciesAndropogorin Florida. Andropogon
glomeratusandA. virginicusare by far the mostommon. Andropogon virginicusliffers by having its
flowering mostly along the stems as opposed to concentrated toward the tops. See
www.floridagrasses.orfpr details.

Other: Good ornamental. Fall coloilypically found in moist soils.

Means of Dispersal: Can aggressively seffeed in optimum growing conditions.

Contributed by: Janel Schaffer Photos: PomlomeratusBottom:A. virginicus

whi t
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Buttonweed

Spermacoce verticillata

spermah-COSEee vettissahLAY -tah

Rubiaceae

Native to: South America

Florida abundance and distribution: Throughoumost
of the Peninsulaa dominant and pervasive weed of ma
habitats

Recognitiort Tough erect (or sprawling) weed having
narrow oppositéor apparently whoed) leaveswith a
fringed stipule between the bases, leaves often numert
in axillary tufts; flowers tiny,4-petalled,aggregated into
semiglobose white buttons.

Potentially confused speciesThe nativeSpermacoce
remota(S.assurgenglikewise occursin weedy
situations. It is less robust and often smaltée leaves
are not clustered in axillary tuftgs flowers are in tight
clusters but may be light pink (vs. white) or white, and
the clusters are not globose.

Contributed by: George Rogers

Caesr Weed

Urena lobata
you-REEN-ah lobeAY -tah
Malvaceae

Native to: Originally from
Asia, and now throughout
tropical and subtropical
regionsworldwide

Florida abundance and
distribution: Most abundant
in South Florida

Recognition: Bushy growth
pattern wih low branching
Leaves grayistyreen and
alternately arranged  wit
serrate marginswith a cluster
of glands on the undersidé
where the petiole joins the bladd.ight pink flowers about 1 cm wideisuallywith 5 petals.
Fruit shaped like a dimsized pe with bristly segments that cling to fabric.

Contributed by: Ginelle Monico
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Camphorweed

Heterotheca subaxillaris
heter-oh-THEE-cah subaxeahLAIR-us
Asteraceae

Native to: Florida native

Florida abundance and distribution: Common in
dry sandy placethroughout the state
Recognitiort Aromatic fuzzy herb of dry areas. Flower head
bright yell ow. Fruits tiny fAparachuteso i
Other: Pluchea odoratas sometimes likewise called Camphorweed; it has pink flowers
Contributedby: George Rogers
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Canadian Horseweed

Conyzacanadensis

conEYE-zah carah-DEN-sis

Asteraceae

Native to: Florida native

Florida abundance and distribution: Abundant
throughout

Recognition Potentially to several feet tall, with- =8
hispid-hirsute stera and leaves. Leaves
alternate, narrowly elliptic to lineasgessile on
mature stemspften twisted,long-pubescent.
Flowers in small white heads in uncrowded
racemefanicles, these in pyramghaped
clusters at the top of the plaritVvhen young, the
rosette withoblanceolatecoarsely serratbed
pubescent leaves reminiscent of many other
Asteraceagbut the long hairs help with
identification.

Other: May cause dermatitis when handled.
Contributed by: George Rogersower photo

taken in Februgrof transition from rosette to more mature foliage, showing characteristic long
hairs.
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Carolina
Geranium, Wild

Geranium

Geranium carolinianum

jer-AIN -eeum careoh-lin-ee AIN-um
Geraniaceae

Native to: North America, including
Florida

Florida abundance and distribution:
Throughout. A winter annual along
roadsides, in ditches, in gardens, in
turf, and in disturbed areas.
Recognitiont  Rosette, or rising to about a foot tall. Stems very hairy, arranged in a circular
pattern from the base of theapt, green to pink or reddish. Leaves palmately lobed. Flowers

| 0 diam., owhiptue pttd spni.ink Capsule resembling a
with 5 seedsspringing open to eject the seeds. Seeds eaten by birds and insects.

Contributel by: William Mullarkey

Cat Talls

Typha domingensis
TIE-fah domin-JENsis
Typhaceae

Native to: Florida native

Florida abundance and
distribution : Wetlands,
marshes, ditaks, shores.
Recognitiornt Large,
rhizomatous, grasslike

per ennlifad s$tloartol .
clusters resemble fuzzy
hotdogs. Seeds on parachutes
Other: Despite native stas, an
overgrowninvasive pest in the
Everglades anth other aquatic
systemsas a reglt of
phosphorus (and probably nitroggrollution.
Contributed by: Sarah Lapot
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Cheesy Toes

Stylosanthes hamata
styleoh-SAN-thees harAY -tah
Fabaceae

Native to: Caribbean Islands
Florida abundance and

distribution : Occasional weed in
SouthFlorida

Recognitiort Modest, creeping
weed, often in turf, with trilobite (or
pinnatelycompound) leaves and

small yellow pealike flowers. A :

Potentially confused species

Rabbitbells Crotalaria rotundifolia) has a similar habit and similar flowers but the leaves are
simple.

Contributed by: Ginelle Monico

ChineseViolet

AsystaS|a gangetlca
assah-STAZ-eeah garJET-ah-cah
Acanthaceae

Native to: Old World Tropics
Florida abundance and
distribution : Mostly South
Florida, often ordisturbed dyish
sites

Recognitiort Sprawling or erect
rhizomatous perennial having
elliptic opposite leaves wit
smooth margins, and with
terminal racemes bearifjue-
violet to whiteor pinkish
bilaterally symmetrical tubular
flowers. Exploding capsules fling
the seeds

Other: Butterfly larval hosin
Africa. Favored by bees.
Someti mes catl ed APhilippine

Violet , 06 but this nameBailesacismata e often applied t
Contributed by: June Wilkinson
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Coontall

Ceratophyllum demersum
sairatOFFahlum (sairat-oh-FILL-um)
deeMURS-um

Ceratophyllaceae

Native to: Florida native

Florida abundance and distribution:
Aquatic weed throughout

Recognitiort Plant resembles a fluffy
tail, with feathery leaves, these divided
into threadlike segments, each segment
with tiny teeth, giving the leaf a rough
feeling.

Potentially confused speciesMyriophyllum agaticum,anexotic speciedhas a similar overall
aspect but the leaves are divided into fine pinnate segments resembling a comb or a fish skeleton.
Species obtJtriculariahave tiny fAbl adderso on the | eaves]|
Contributed by: Sarah LopindPhoto from outdooralabancam

Creeping Beggarwee&paniskClover,
CreepingTick-Trefoll

Desmodium incanum

desMOH-deeum inKAN-num

Fabaceae

Native to: Central and South America

Florida abundance and distribution: Found
throughout Florida, and in Texas, Georgia, Puerto
Rico,Hawaii & Virgin Islands.

Recognition: Erect or prostrate perennial or low
shrub with trifoliate elliptical to oblong leaves.
Terminal leaflet longer than the lateral leaflets, da
green in colowith a silver stripe along the center
vein. Flowers in teminal or axillary raceme, pink to
purple (mauve) in color. The pod jointed, kidney shaped. When mature at the slightest touch the
pod segments attach themselves to anything that passes by, using tiny hooked hairs. The entire
plant has the hooked hairgry pubescent.

Potentially confused species:In D. tortuosum(Dixie Ticktrefoil/Beggarweed, Florida

Beggarweed) the leaflets are ovate to oblong with flowers birsén or pink, the leaves

lacking the central silverfish marking. Ih triflorum (Three-Flowered Beggarweed) the leaflets

are obovate to obcordatmdcan have a notch (emarginate@esmodiuntrifiorum is more of a
ground cover. It lackthe silveish markings on the leaflets.

Other: These three amooften confused that some of thenemon names are interchangeable.
Contributed by: Andrea Schechter. Phot o:
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Crabgrasses

Southern CrabgrasBigitaria ciliaris
Indian Crabgras®igitaria longiflora

Blanket CrabgrasBigitaria serotina

dij-ahTEARee ah silee AIR-us lonfah-FLOOR-ah sairOUGHT-ah-naw

Poaceae

Native to: Digitaria longiflora is not native. The other two species are native to Florida.

Florida abundance and distribution: All three species are widespread in the state

Recognitiort There are numerous speciePajitaria in Florida (seevww.floridagrasses.ojg

These three are especially common weeds. D#itaria species have long narrow fingerlike
flowering spikes (usually with paired spikelets); the spikes tetwe irregular and sloppy in

l ength and arrangement, as i f fAa kid made i
Digitariaciliarisi s a potenti al3dy ttaalll iwne eddi sotfutrebne d2 6mg
spikelets have conspicuous cilia around the edges.

Digitaria serotinais a commonurf weed. It forms low mats in lawns. The leaves are narrowly
lanceolate and conspicuously fuzzyDigitaria longiflora is somewhat similar but not hairy, and

the spikelets are very short (4125 mm vs. > 1.5 mm iD. seroting.

Potentially confused pecies Another common turf weed grass is Thin Paspalum; its spikelets
are usually about 2 mm long, and > 1 mm wide (vs. smaller in the lawn turf Digitarias)
Contributed by: George Rogers

Photo:Digitaria serotina
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CreepingCucumber

Melothria pendula

mel-OH-threeah PENDyou-luh

Cucurbitaceae

Native to: Much of the eastern and central U.S. and
beyond, including Florida, now scattered in many of
pats of the world

Florida abundance and distribution: Throughout “ - .
Recognitiort Clinging vine with coiled tedrils. Leaves alternate, with3lobes, usually dark
green, up to about 3 inches long and wide, largest at the base of the viapeam) to the top
of the vine which may be several feet long. Flowers small, yellow, with 5 petals. Fruits
resemblevery small watermelonsmellinglike cucumbers and turn black when ripe. Seeds
white.

Other: Fed to animals in Mexico, apparently safe for human consumption whénithe light
green, and eatein moderation. The ripe black fruit reportedly can fiorcas a laxative.
Contributed by: William Millarkey. Photos by Jeffrey Pippen and eattheweeds.com

36




Creeping Inchplant

Turtle Vine
Callisia repengJacq.) L.

cawLIZ-eeah REEpens
Commelinaceae
Native to: Tropical America

Florida abundance and distibution: Found
in several counties of Florida, Louisiana and
Texas, also Puerto Rica, V.I. and Hawaii.
Recognition: As the name suggests, it is a
creeping mat of small greenégrrosette
groundcover. Glossy, simple and alternate, sgroculent, cordat@tovatelanceolate leaves, sometimes

with purple margins, purple underneath, also on stems. There are small and inconspicuous white flowers
lasting only a couple of days the most.

Other: Best usage as a hanging basket plant.

Contributed by: Andrea Scheeint Photo: Forest & Kim Starr

Creeping Indigo

Indigofera spicata
in-dig-OFFer-ah spikeAY -tah
Fabaceae

Native to: Africa and the Arabian
Peninsula, but widely naturalized in warng
areas.

Florida abundance and distribution:
Frequent in Florida, excefor the
western panhandle.

Recognition: An herb with branches
spreading flat on the ground and
compound leaves with mostly 5 or 7
leaflets. The most conspicuous feature it
the salmon color of the tightly clustered
flowers.

Potentially confusedspecies: The only
indigos likely to be seen in south Florida that grow flat on the ground are creeping indigo and the less
common native coastal indigin¢ligofera miniatd. The technical differences that distinguish these

species are difficult to interpret. Spmens from south Florida, however, look quite diffefienbastal

indigo has small, narrow leaflets covered with pale hairs lying flat that give the leaves a grayish look and
flowers and fruits that are much less crowded.

Other: Creeping indigo &s beemsed for erosion control and soil improvement, but planting in pasture

is avoided because the plant contains a toxic amino acid that causes liver damage and abortion. This
species has been used to make indigo dye, but the Iadigofera tinctoriawasnormally used.

Contributed by: David Black, Ph.D.
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Cutleaf Evening
Primrose

Oenothera laciniata

eenrOTH-er-ah lasin-eeAY -tah
Onagraceae

Native to: Florida native

Florida abundance and distribution:
Throughout

Recognitiort Leaves more or less ellipti
Leaf margins with irregular entire to coarsely toothed or lobed margins. Flowers yellowish, with
long inferior ovaries. Pods long and besdraped.

Contributed by: George Rogers

Cutleaf Groundcherry gz

Physalis angulata
fy-SAL-is angyoo-LAY -tuh
Solaraceae

Native to: United States and tropical America
Florida abundance and distribution: Found
commonlyin dry disturbed areas throughout
Florida.

Recognition: Plant 6690 cm with dark green
oval toothy leaves. Fruit surrounded by
distinctive terribbed lartern-shaped calyx with
dark veins. Flower fivesided and yellow.
Potentially confused speciesCan be
distinguished from the several other FlorRiaysalisspeciedy the inflated, tersided lantern
like calyx with dark venation and the leaves are gelyemabresharplytoothy in appearance
than other potentially confused species in this farmihere are several speciesRifysalisin
Florida. Physalis walterandP. angustifioliahave stellate trichomeB, walterithroughout, and
P. angustifoliaglabraus except on the sepals. The other species have simple trichBhysslis
angulatahas sharp teeth on the leav&hysalis pubescer@dP. arenicolahave similar
pubescent leaves with irregular lobes and blunt teeth; the former has dark spotdawethe f
and the latter has flowers with no dark spots. There are additional species but not likely
encountered as weeds, esp. in South Florida.

Other: Also known as winter cherry or wild toma®hysalisis in the same family as tomatoes

and potatoes andqduces edible fruit.
Contributed by: Carrie Black. Photo: Missouriplants.com
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Dandelion

Taraxacum officinale
tur-AX-ahrcum offissa-NAIL -ee
Asteraceae

Native to: Europe and Asianow widespread
around the globe

Florida abundance and distribution:
Throughout

Recognition: An herbaceous perenniaiith
milky sap and witt8 €. 2 0 | withadeeply
toothed edgesn abasal rosette. Dandelions are easily recognigeteir yellow flower heads
that turn into round balls of silvewhite parachutethat blav away in the wind.

Contributed by: Ginelle Monico

Di chondr a, Ponyos Fo

Dichondra

caroliniana
die-KON-dra
careoh-linn-eeAY -nah
Convolvulaceae

Native to: Native to Florida
Florida abundance and
distribution : Common
throughout the state _
Recognifon: Creeping turf weed §
having alternate cordate leaves.
Flowers small, white, bowl
shaped

Potentially confused species
Drymary Orymaria cordata has
opposite (vs. alternate) leaves with no (or slight) basal notch.
Contributed by: George Rogers

39




Dollar-

weed

Hydrocotyle umbellata
hi-dro-CAH-til-ee umbuh-LAY -tah
Apiaceae

Native to: Florida native

Florida abundance and distribution:
Widespread in Florida as turf weed.
Recognition: Produces tangled, air
filled horizontal stems that root at the
nodes. Petioles are round and light gre
to cream in color. Blades are rounded

with heavily notched margins. Petioles attach to center of leaf blades. Flowers tiny, white, in a
single terminal umbel.

Similar species:

There are several simildfdydrotyle (andCentellg species in Florida

Centella asiaticahas cordate leaves not similar to the other turf species.

Hydrocotyle bonariensibas large (7 cm) leaves with variable margins, which may be variably
dentatenotched, and may be conspicuously tootlaed, has compound umbels.
Hydrocotyleranunculoidess an aquatic species with a notch all the way to the petiole.
Hydrocotyle umbellathas a round leaf often with the marginal notches of equal depth (but not
reliably distinguished fror. verticillata by this alone), and a simple umbel.

Hydrocotyle verticillatehas a round leaf often with one notch deeper than the others, and flowers
in multiple whorls (as opposed to the single umbel in the other species)

Other: Non-toxic

Contributed by: Mike Derer

Duckweed

Lemnaspecies

LEM-nah

Lemnaceae

Native to: Several species are native to
Florida

Florida abundance and distribution:
Throughouton surfacs of slow-moving
waters, occasionally on wet mud
Recognitiort Tiny floating plants with 43
leaves measurgnl/161/8 inch in length.
Roots dangling. Flowers essentially
invisible.

Other: Able to cover an acre in 45 days
Contributed by: Sarah Lopinot
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Drymary

Drymaria cordata

dry-marEE-ah cordAY -tah

Caryophyllaceae

Native to: Tropical America, now around tlggobe
Florida abundance and distribution: Common
turf weed throughout the stat®rominent in the
winter, shadetolerant, and fond of moisture
Recognitiort  Creeping turf weed with opposite
more or less orbicular sessile or nearly sessile
leaves; flovers small, white, with 5 petals, each o
these split to give the impression of 10 petals, on
stalks rising to abouw foot tall. Fruits burtike
due to persistent AVel
Potentially confused speciesChickweed $tellaria melia) is related and similar but has fuzzy

| eaves on wel | dev e lDilpoadda caainianadhasalernate (MB.ony 6 s
opposite) moreordate leaves with deep basal notches on well developed petioles.

Internet reference:
http://www.globinmed.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=79176:drymaria
cordatal-willd -ex-schultes&catid=368:d

Contributedby: George Rogers

{r Askd
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Dutch White Clover

Trifolium repens

try-FOH-leeum REEpenz

Fabaceae

Native to: Europe, West Asia and North
Africa

Florida abundance and distribution:
Naturalized in the United States.
Recognition: Dense matorming creeping
clover, b 1 foot longwith alternateri-
obcordate leaves. On long petioles the whilga
flowers sit, and as they age they have a pir
tinge. If you look at the leaves, they form
the symbol of a shamrock.

Potentially confused speciesThis species differs from otheveeds having trifoliate leaflets by
having a white chevron mark on each serrate leaflet.

Other: The Native Americans used this to treat fevers.

Contributed by: Andrea Schechtdérhoto: www.tryonfarm.org
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EarleafAcacia

Acacia auriculiformis
Fabaceae

ahCASE-eeah (or ahCASE-sha) are
ick-you-la-FORM-is

Native to: Australia and New Guinea
Florida abundance and distribution:
Common throughout south Florida
Recogniton:Ever green tr
Leaves alternateeduced to flattened
leafstalks48 0 | ong wi th
venation. Flowers in showy bright
yellow spikes. Fruit a distinctive flat,
twisted pod.

Other: The Earleaf Acacia is classified as a Category | Invasive Exotic.
Contributed by: Carrie Black

East Idian Hygrophila, Indian Swampweed
Hygrophila polysperma

high-GRAW-fill -ah polly SPERM
ah

Acanthaceae

Native to: Asia

Florida abundance and

distribution : Scattered throughout
the state

Recognitiort Aquatic weedLeaves
opposite, hiry, with pointed tips,
light green to brown and sometime
a little reddish. Flowers sessile, 3/¢
inch long, the petals whitealny,
two-lipped, the upper lip twdobed,
the lower lip 3lobed. Calyx hairy
with 5 equal lobes. Fits narrow
capsules with tiny flat round seeds.

Other: Invasive in Florida waterways since the @98A popular aquarium plant, possibly the
source of the escaped weed. FLEPPC Category | invasive species.

Contributed by: Sarah LopinatPhoto from Florida Aquatic Nurseries
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Eclipta, FalseDaisy,

YerbadeTajo

Eclipta prostrata

eeCLIPT-ah prosTRAY -tah

Asteraceae

Native to: Florida native

Florida abundance and distribution: Marshes,
moist disturbed sitesrrigated landscape areas
Recognition To26 t al |l , r oot
with opposite, hairy, laceolate to linear leaves
with serrate or entire margins. Flower heads
stalked with numerous white ray flowers and
tiny disk flowers.

Potentially confused speciesOakleaf Fleabane (in this guide) likewise has numerous white ray
flowers but the leaves aadternate and lobed (vs. opposite and mostly lanceolate).

Other: Ediptadb comes from Greek for dAdeficient, 0o I
Contributed by: June Wilkinson

FloridaBeggarweed

Dixie Beggarweed,Ticktrefoil

Desmodium tortuosum

dessMOH-deeum tortew-OH-sum

Fabaceae

Native to: West Indies, South and Central America,
Florida, Texas and several other Southern states.
Florida abundance and distribution: Throughout
Recognition:Er ect annual or | ow
green tribliate leaves having ovate to oblong leaflets.

of the terminal leaflet is longer. Terminal or axillary racenm/
bearing pealike flowers pink to bluigjreen in color, in
pairs. Pod twisted ahjointed,attachingtself to anything _
that passes by its tiny hooked hairs. The entire plant has Ji&

tiny hooked hairs, or long hairs; very pubescent.

Potentially confused species:D. incanum(Creeping Beggarweed, Spanish Clover, Tick
Trefoil) leafles are elliptical to oblong, dark green in color with a silver stripe along the center
vein. D. triflorum (ThreeFlowered Beggarweegdreeps on the ground surface, much smaller
than Florida Beggarweed.

Other: Cultivated in Florida for forage, a forb/hediso cultivated as a nitrogemricher.
Contributed by: Andrea Schechter. Photo: Forest & Kim Starr
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Florida Pellitory

Parietaria floridana
pahrye-ah TEAR-eeah

flore-an-DAIN -ah

Urticaceae

Native to: Florida to South America
Florida abundance and

distribution: Abundant in most of
Florida, except for northwest region.
Recognition: Shortlived delicate but
often abundant perennial or annual
herb having opposite (or infrequently
alternate) leaves the size of a dime. Flowers axillary, inconspicuousy amd spring.
Contributed by: Mike Derer

Florida
Pusley

Richardia scabra |
renrCHARD-eea
SCAY-brah

Rubiaceae

Native to: Tropical
America, presumably not
Florida

Florida abundance and
distribution : Throughout
Recognitiort Sprawling
weed with oppositéeaves
having a fringed stipule
between the bases.
Flowers white and star ¢ \ LT y
shaped. Resembles confusmgly the oRIehardlaspemes in Florlda See Mexm@hover
(Richardia grandiflorg for comparison.Richardia scabrahas whitestarshapedlowers

between the other twichardiaspeciesn sizebut with overlapping dimensionkeaf surfaces
with the hairiness diminished toward the center, and fruit segments warty and with a narrow
inner face.Very similar toRichardia brasiliensiswith the flat (vs narrow) inner face of the

fruit segment the best distinguishing character.

Other: Regarded as an indicator for nematodes in turf.

Contributed by: George Rogers
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Fringed

Spiderflower

Cleomerutidosperma

clay-OH-me rootah-doe SPERMah
Brassicaceae

Native to: Tropical Africa

Florida abundance and distribution: Mostlyin
southern and central parts of the state.
Recognition: Alternate leaves with 3 leaflets.
Sprawlingto erect herb; height to 1 rout usually much less. Smalpktaled white or palpurplish stalked flowers
and narrow green seed pods are scattered among leaves. Easily overlooked.

Potentially confused species: A similar species in south Florida is the spiderwiSigome gynandrawvhich bears
flowers toward the ends of stems witlatis that look like very small leaves. Frindggderflower bears flowers
more spread out along the stems at the bases of leaves that are close to the size of normal leaves. Cultivated
spiderflowers of two species are easily distinguished by conspidudgist pink flowers. Desmodiuns may have
similar leaves but hauwhe central leaflet on a short stafiealike flowersand sticktight fruits.

Other: In favorable sunny conditions, fringed spiderflower can form a dense mat that smothers otherplants
serious weed in Jamaica but apparently not in Florida. Recently introduced to Australia, where it is subject to
guarantine and an eradication program.

Contributed by: David Black, Ph.D.

Gallant Soldiers, Shagg

Soldiers

Galinsoga quadriradiata

gd-in-SOGEah quagraradeeeAY -tah

Asteraceae

Native to: Tropical Americg not Florida

Florida abundance and distribution: Scattered throughout,
probably most in South Florida, in cultivated and waste areas
sufficient water. This species commoiyades cultivated fields
and potted plants due to its high seed prodactiigh germination
rates, and affinity for fertilizer and water. v
Recogniton Ann-8alt 2Bl , with shal Mg | 4 SRR s Rl TR,
oppositeleaves hairy. Leaf blades vaguely triangwiath 3 main veins. Flower headsél / 2 0 with adya@low
center surrounded by 5 white ray flowers, each with three points at the tip (compaFeidé). Tridax has
rougher leaves with longer more conspicuous fuzziness, and proportionally navew Vethout the multiple large
main veins of Galinsoga.

Other: The plant is reportedly negmoisonous and is considered an herb by some. The lae&asten rawn

salads The sens, leaves, and flowers are served in stews and soups in South Amesigave, indicating
suspicious bioactivity, the juice is used as a blood coagulant and helps diminish swelling in open wounds.
Contributedby: William Mullarkey and June WilkinsarPhoto from floralimages.co.uk
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Gophertall

Lovegrass

Eragrostls ciliaris
air-ah-GRAWZ-tussil-eeAIR-us
Poaceae

Native to: Africa, Asia, and
Southern America

Florida abundance and
distribution: Very well spread
throughout the stat@olerant to
salty areas and dry sand
Recognition: Annual grass, leablades up to 10 cm lonfiat or loosely involute, long

acuminate and very finely pointed, strongly nerved, pilose on the upper surface or glabrous,
scaberulousigule. Inflorescence the size and shape of a fuzzy pencil, often pi@tishes:
Lower glume lanceolate, lateral veinsaht.

Contributed by: Geovany Estaban

Grassleaf Spurge

Euphorbia graminea

you-FORB-ee-ah gramIN-eeah
Euphorbiaceae
Native to: Mexico
Florida abundance
and distribution:
Central and southern
counties, locally
abundant
Recognition  Milky
sap. Leaes highly
variable, irregularly
shapedentire
margined tdluntly
and coarsely serrate
Flowers white, small,
inconspicuousstar
shaped with 5

il p e t thd apparent
oveary (female flower)
markedly 3lobed.
Contributed by:
George Rogers
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Hairy Indigo

Indigofera hirsuta

in-dig-OFFahrah heaSUIT-ah
Fabaceae
Native to: Africa, Asia, Australia Widely naturalized

Florida abundance and distribution: Throughot Floridain well
drainedflatwood sitesand in disturbed areasdApted to sandy soils
with good drainage, sometimes land too dry for other legumes

m; shoots with brown, spreadimgirs Leaveswith 5 or 7 leaflets.
Denseclusters of small, bright salmerd flowers. Pods cylindrical
with spreading brown hairs.

Patentially confused species: Other speciesf Indigoferahave
similar clusters of salmon flowers but only this one is a large plant with conspicuous spreading hairs.
Other: Hairy indigo is an effective nitrogen £x and resistarib root knot nematodes, making it
valuablef or i mpr ov i ngand¥dois.r iouhg giosvth pao leercut for feyd fresh regrowth
makes high protein forage. Older growth becomes woody and looses value.

Contributed by David BlacRh.D. and Geovany Esteban

a7




Hammock Snakeroot

Ageratinajucunda

ah-gerAT-eh na jaw-KUN-dah

Asteraceae

Native to: Florida native

Abundance and Distribution: Throughout (exqget
western Panhandlghn diverse habitats ranging from
scrub to stream banks

Recognition Per enni al to 406 t &
deltoid-ovate serratenearly hairless, petiolateaves.
Flower headsvhite, wispy, reminiscent okgeratum
(in this guidebook in corymbs.

Potentially confused speciesAgeratum has blue
flower heads. Jaek-the-Bush (in this guide) grows
126 or taller and has c¢
Roundleaf EupatoriunmEupatorium rotundifoliumhas
sessile or nearly sessile leaves.

Other: Poisonous tthumans and livestock, causes milk sickness.

Internet reference: http://www.efloras.org/florataxon.aspx?flora_id=1&taxon_id=250066016
Contributed by: Catgn Hendry. Photo: Floridanatives.wordpress.com

Heartleaf Sida,

Llima

Sidacordifolia
SIGH-dahcor-daw-FOAL-eeah
Malvaceae

Native to. Tropical America (not
Florida)

Florida abundance and distribution:
Abundant in the southern half of the
state

Recaynition: Tal |l (to
with heat-shapedserratemargined
leaves and round yellow flowerthese
often congested and with many
stamens

Potentially confused speciesVireweed Sida ulmifolig is usually smaller, is not fuzzy, has its
flowers neary sessile (vs. on long wirelike peduncles).

Other: Contains bioactive alkaloids, giving it limited interest as a medicinal plant

Internet source: http://www.botanicalonline.com/alcaloidessidacordifoliaangles.htm
Contributed by: George Rogers
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Hempvines

(see also Milea-Minute Vine)
Mikania cordifolia(Florida Keys Hempvine)

Mikania scandens(Climbing Hempvine)

my-CANE-eeah cordahhFOAL-eeah SCANdenz

Asteraceae

Native: Both species native

Florida Abundance and Distribution: Both throughoutNl. cordifolia of limited distributed in
Panhandle)

Recognition: Both species climbing vines with opposite cordate or attead shaped (to
del t oi d) | e av etspinkishiowdi lieadz in goiymbs. Mikania cordifoliahas
the phyllaries > 6 mm longniM. scandensthey are <5 mm long. See also Madlinute Vine
in this guidefor comparison with this invasive exotic species.

Potentially confused speciesAgeratum and Hammock Snakeroot (both in this guide) are not
climbing vines.

Contributed by: Gege Rogers

Photo: Mikania scandengfoliage appears in lower right corner)
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Horseherb

Calyptocarpus vialis
cakip-toe CARP-us vieAL -us
Asteraceae

Native to: Soutreastern U.S. to Central §!
America :
Florida abundance and distributiorn
Throughout Floridabut more common in
the southern part

Recognition: Thesmall opposite broad
leaves have toothed margiasd
conspicuous veins. Stems grow along the ground, rooting at nodes. Bright yellow flower heads are only
a quarter inch across.

Potentially confused species: More likely to be overlooked than misidentified. Flower heads are much
smaller and the plant more prostrate than in spotflodemeglla oppositifolipor coatflower Tridax
procumbenys

Other: Althoughthis speciesisually occurs as weedy pagshscattered in lawns and neglected beds, it

can be cultivated to make an attractive faoale groundcover.

Contributed by: David Black, Ph.D.

Horsetail, ScouringRush |, o
. = {o st !
Equisetum hyemale *‘V il Ay iy '
ek-kwa-SEEtum high-ahMAY -lee D L
Equisetaceae '
Native to: Florida native
Florida abundance and distribution: Scattered
throughout in sandy soils, wetlands, floodplains, and .
sloughs
Recognitiort Herbaceous rhizomatous perennial with 5
upright ribbed and joi nti_
Flowerless (reproding by spores and by segmentatio 0 \
of the stem) and leafless, some stems having a-sporeg
bearing ficoned (strobil '
Potentially confused speciedJmbrella Sedge
(Fuirena scirpoideaa isasuperficially similarsedge
but has flowers; its stemseanot hollow and not ribbed |
and it has no strobilus.
Other: Silicone granulesoughen the stemEarly
settlers usethe plant as a tool for cleguy, mainly
scrubbing, hence the common name Scouring Rush
Contributed by: Ryan Agnew
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IndiannHemp

Sida rhonbifolia

SIGH-dah rhombahFOAL-eeah
Malvaceae

Native to: Florida native

Florida abundance and distribution:
Throughout, a common weed of brushy
disturbed sites

Recogniton Subshrubby we
with rhombic, alternate leaves; flowers an@™
frutsonl on g3 o()1 6wi r el i k
Potentially confused speciesMultiple
species oSidainhabit South Florida. Wirewee®&ida ulmifolig is similar but the flowers and
fruits are sessile or nearly so (vs. being on a wirelike stalk). HeartleafSSidardfolia) has
heartshaped velvety leaves.

Contributed by: George Rogers

Jackin-the-Bush

Chromolaena odorata
kromeah-LANE-ah ohdoorAY -tah
Asteraceae

Native to: North America

Florida abundance and distribution:
Invasivein crop lands and neglected
pastures.Common in weedjorest
margins anapenings, roadsides, on
well-drained soil. .

Recognitiort Fairly large, woody and
shrublike, tending to lean on other
plants, having long sprawling branches,
t o 1 2éavesoppodite, velvety
pubesent, ovate witlioothed edges. k :
Flowersin fuzzy terminal brustike clusters,white to light blue Wlth threatike petals
Crushed foliage with a characteristic fragrance.

Potentially confused speciesSpecies ofEupatoriumare similar but generally
smaller in stature, not velvetpubescent, usually whit8owered, and less
aggressively weedy in ruderal areas.

Contributed by: Nathan Hendry

51




Jubaods

Iresine diffusa

eyeresEYE-nee dih-FEW-s&h
Asteraceae

Native to: Florida native
Florida abundanceand
distribution : A common
subshrub found in sun to partial
shade in disturbed sites and ~ §
hammocks, throughout most of s
Florida

Recognitiorn Subshr
tall with opposite leaves.
Flowers smalandvery
numerous in a diffuse ey@tching plumelike paale.

Other: Poll en may be allergenic. Larval food
butterfly. Juba was King of Mauretania (North Africa) around 25 BCE.

Contributed by: George Rogers

Kudzu

Pueraria montana

pwa-AlR-eeah mortANN-ah
Fabaceae
Native to: Eastern Asia

Florida abundance and distribution: in 1992, it was
found on the canal bardetween the Sawgrass
Expressway and an Everglades water conservation arec.
This speciess scattered in the state, more to the north of
our region bua little in South Florida too. In Georgia anc
the Carolinas, Kudzu can smother entire meadows or
hillsides

Recognition: High climbing, trailing, twining, deciduous woody vine. It scrambles over trees, has rope

like rootsanddark brown stems. Leaves altemataving 3 leaflets, dark green, with hairy margins.

Flowers: pedike, reddish purple, fragrant. Dark brown pod flat but bulging over seeds, denselgdcover

in long golden brown hairs.

Potentially confused speciedFive species in the gen®sierariaare closely related and the name kudzu
describes one or more of them. TheyRrenontanaP. lobata P. edulis P. phaseoloideandP.

thomsonii The differences between the five species are suib#g can breed with each other, and it

appears that intratted kudzu populations in the United States have ancestry from more than one species.
The naméPueraria thunbergianas a synonym foPueraria montanavar.lobata

Other: Kudzu is used for soil improvement and preservation, use by grazing animals,amgdssibly

be used for medicine. |1 tdés a possible way to tr
Contributed by: Geovany Esteban
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Kyllinga Sedge

Kyllinga brevifolia

kei-LIN -ga brevah-FOAL-eeah
Cyperaceae

Native to: to southern wet areas in the
Americas; found arouhworld in warm
regions.

Florida distribution and abundance:
Throughout. Grows best in sunny, wet
conditions. A common turf weed in
irrigated or otherwise moist settings.
Recognition: Perenniarhizomatous
herbrarely to2 fee® usually much
shorter. Flower clustegreen, domes haped, t1d 2a&b d wtn gl 0
Potentially confused speciesKyllinga brevifoliais rhizomatous; the simila. pumilais
merely clumping; also occurring localli, odoratahas a white (vs. green) flower cluster.
Internet source www.floridagrasses.org
Contributed by: Carolyn Hendand Ryan Agnew

Lambos Qua

Chenopodium album
keenoh-POAD-eeum AL-bum
Amaranthaceae

Native to: Europe and Asia. Now has one of the wideg
ranges of all plants around the world, fronropics to
arctic.

Florida abundance and distributiont Frequent in
disturbed areas throughout Florida.

Recognition: Upright with alternate toothed leaves and
tiny greenish flowers and fruit crowded toward the tops
of stems.

Potentially confused species: Nettleleaf Goosefoot
(Chenopodium mura)es similar, and both species are h
variable. The uppermost leaves next to the flowers anc:

P

fruit are typically narrow with f ieimnettieleaf e | y s p a
goosefoot these leaveand to be wider and jagged with several irregular teeth.

Other Lambdés quartwosl|l désower of &afeicultural weeds
Young | eaves and stems of | ambds quart ecasid are c

which may be a health hazard.
Contributed by: David Black, Ph.D.
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Lanceleaf Rattlebox

Crotalaria lanceolata

krohrtuh-LAR-eeah lanseeoh-LAY -tuh

Fabaceae (Leguminosae)

Native to: Africa and Madagascar

Florida abundance and distribution: Naturalized and
distributed throughout Florida, but less in the Panhandle,
Ga., Al,, N.C,, S.C., and Hi.

Recognition: Erect annual or perennial with alternate,
compound, trifoliate leaves, the leaflets linear to linear
lanceolate up to 11 cm long, the margemsire sharp
pointed. Upper leaflet glabrous, lower leaflet pilose. The
center leaflet longer than the lateral leaflets. Stems ribbec
with small hairs; petioles-8 cm long, stipules absent.
About 1640 small yellow flowers having reddigirown
streakqveins) sit atop terminal racemes to 20 cm long.
Wings 1 cm, oblong, marginally pilose basally, the keel as
long as wings and blunt. Pod approx6 ém long, oblong,
with a groove on one side, pubescent, and curved upward a

the tip, with between 280 seeds that are cordate. As fruit matures, the seeds break loose inside
t he pod & omdparéwith $mobtreRatliebox

Potentially confused speciesThere are many different speciesQybtalaria found in Florida

both native and nenative. Thisspecies has uniquely linenceolate (vs. broader) leaflets and
reddishbrown floral markings.See also Smooth Rattlebox and Showy Rattlebox.

Other: Good nitrogen fixation.Contributed by: Andrea Schechter

Lawn Orchid

Zeuxine strateumatica

z00-ZINE-ee stratah-MAT -eh-cah

Orchidaceae

Native to: Old World Tropics

Florida abundance and distribution: Throughout

Recognitiort Plant not much taller than surrounding turf, with
grasslike leaves. Flowering spike to 4 inches tall, the flowers 2 to
numerousyhite, horizontal with a yellow lip. Bracts papery,
reddishbrown. Flowering winter to early spring in Florida.

Other: Apparently apomictic or seffollinating. Seeds may be
colleciedby bagging the flower spikes.

Internet source:
http://efloras.org/floataxon.aspx?flora_id=1&taxon_id=242102093
Contributed by: Ryan Agnew. Photo from:
https://picasaweb.google.com/alandluciemenk
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Leaf Mustard

Brassica juncea

BRASS-ah-cah JUNK-eeah
BrassicaceafCruciferae)
Native to: Has been cultivated for food in

Asia and Europe for thousands of years.

all 50 United States.

Florida abundance and distributiorn
Throughout the state.

Recognition: Largeleafed plants, commonly '. ag
230 tal |l vpetalled flgwers dncd w gefas =
dender fruits. Lower leaves deeply lobed. i
Mustardy odor.

Potentially confusedspecies: The rape or turnip plant is similar but with upper leaves clasping the stem.
Other: Important worldwide in many cuisines. Tender young leaves are used raw in skladsnes

are boiled before eating. Large quantities are grown for seeds that are ground and used to prepare brown
mustard; yellow mustard is made from seed8ddissica nigrathe black mustard plant, which does not

grow wild in south Florida.

Contributed by: David Black, Ph.D.

Lesser

Swinecress

Lepidium didymum
len-PID-eeum DID-eemum
Brasicaceae (Cruciferae)

Native to: Worldwide weed of unclear
origins

Florida abundance and distribution:
Throughout

Recognitiort Creeping weetith

finely dissected pinnate leaves. Fruits
flat and twolobed. Crushed foliage
has strong odor.

Internet source: ;
http://efloras.org/florataxon.aspx?flora_id=1&taxon_id=242328875
Contributed by: George Rogers
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Lilac Tasselflower

Emilia sonchifolia

Asteraceae

Native to: Lower 48 states, Hawaii, and Puerto Rico.
Florida abundance and distribution: Most abundant
in lower half of state.

Recognition: Thin, stalky flower shoot with rounded,
pinnate leaves wrapped basally around the stem. Flo
headselfistbpasussual |y purpl e
Emilia fosbergiiis similar but with red tassels.
Contributed by: Mike Derer

Photos: TofE. sonchifolia bottomleft is E. fosbergij
bottom right isE. sonchifolia.
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Little Ironweed

Cyanthillium cinereum

(Conyza cinerea, Senecioides cinerea,
Vernonia cinerep

Asteraceae

Native to: Probably Old World Tropics, now
widespread globally

Florida abundance and distribution:
Southern halbf Peninsula

Recognitiorn To about 180
serrate leavesften with winged petioles.
Flower heads numerous in corymbs, small,
lilac.

Potentially confused speciesSimilar to Lilac
Tassel Flower (in this guide) but the flower
heads smaller and more numerous, and with narrow, serrate leaves (vs. leaves llobed wit
clasping leaf bases).

Internet source: http://efloras.org/florataxon.aspx?flora_id=1&taxon_id=242315954
Contributed by: June Wilkinson

Long-Stalked
Phyllanthus

Phyllanthustenellus

fil -LAN-thus terRELL-us
Euphorbiaceae

Native to: Mascarene Islands in
the Indian Ocean and parts of
tropical Africa

Florida abundance and
distribution : Common
throughout Florida
Recognition: Upright,
branching weed
often shorter vih reddish stems
and leaf margins. Inconspicuous
white star shaped flowers. Fruit S -
green and round on long stalks. Leaves oval and slightly pointed at ends, arranged alternately in
two rows on lateral shoots.

Potentially confused speciesChamber BitterRhyllanthus urinarig has warty (vs. smooth)

fruit without a stalk and more closely spaced leaves giving it a bushy appearance.

Contributed by: Carrie Black
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Match-Weed \

Phyla nodiflora

FY-luh

no-deeFLOR-uh

Verbenaceae :

Native to: Native to Southeastern == . W
United States, SoutBentral United -

States, Southwestern United States,
Mexico, Central AmericaSouth
America.

Florida abundance and distribution: . —
It grows on wet to poorly drained soils

without humus, prefers low moist areas. Low salt water tolerance. Matchweed spreads by both
seeds and stolons along prostrate stems; it creeps by rooted Godesh rate fast. Full to

partial sun.

Recognition: Small creeping herbaceous wildflower, spreading and forming large open or
dense patches. Abowut3linches in height; to 6 inches when in flower. The green opposite
leaves have small teeth at theesuip. Hairy branching stems. The purple to white flowers
emerge around the tip of the stalk forming a mditead appearance; therefore is known as

i mat c h atdleadns all year round.

Other:  Also known as Mat Lippia, Fog Fruit, @tooth Fogfrut, Turkey TangleCapweed

and Mat Grass. This species attracts bees and butterflies, among other insects. Use as an
ornamental plant. Believed to have numerous medicinal pugpéstea (chachahan) is made

from the leavedt is used as carminativeolds, fever ad diuretic and for lithiasidn India,

demulcent used in gonorrhea. Also, paste of leaves applied to swellings and wounds to swollen
cervical glands, erysipelas and to chronic indolent ulcers. Toasted tender stalks and leaves, in
infusion,used for indigestion. Juice of roots used for gastric problems. Used for treatment of
hookworms. Used after childbirth. Hindus used it for fever and as diuretic. Applied as paste to
promote suppuration.

Online References: www.refionalconservatioorg; www. learn2grow.com;
www.stuartxchange.com

Contributed by: Grace Walton

58



http://plants.usda.gov/java/ClassificationServlet?source=display&classid=Verbenaceae
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poaceae
http://www.stuartxchange.com/

MexicanClover

Richardia grandiflora
renhCHARD-eeah grandaf-FLOOR-ah
Rubiaceae

Native to: South America

Florida abundance and distribution: Very
abundant (sometimes forming carpet) in low,
mowed disturbed sites such as road median
strips

Recognition: Sprawling maforming fuzzy
plants with opposite leaves, having a fringed
stipule between the leaf bases. Flowers pink t8
nearwhite.

Potentially confused species:There are two other speciesRithardiain South Florida. The

other two have smaller (to 10 mm as opposed to > 12 mm long), white to pale lilac flowers.
Richardia brasiliensidas fruit segments with shortifeon the surface and the inner corner

broad. Its leaves are covered uniformly on the top surface with lRiokardia scabrahas fruit
segments with bumps on the surface a narrow inner corner. It leaves are hairy toward the upper
surfacesarebarebress hairy toward the middl es. The
applied to these species, especiRllyscabrabut the species are tough to distinguish and the

name is applied inconsistently.

Other: Mexican Clover is one of the most abundanivedarea weeds in Florida, forming
carpetsofpink i | ac fl owers. These are not true #dAcl
Contributed by: George Rogers

MexicanTea -
Chenopodium ambrosioideg: i

keeroh-PODEeeum ambrozeeeOlID-ees
Chenopodiagae

Native to: Tropical America, now
widespread around the world

Florida abundance and distribution:
Common, throughout

Recogniton Weed to 360
irregularly lobedserrate leaves and
inconspicuous small green flowers.
Distinguished by outstandingbktrong
Afchemical 0 odor
Other: With many historical medi ci nal uses, i
Contributed by: George Rogers
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Mile-a-Minute
Vine,
Bittervine

Mikania micrantha
my-CANE-ee-ah
mi-CRAN-tha

Asteraceae

Native to: Tropical America
Florida Abundance and
Distribution : in southernmost
Florida near Homestead (2011) bu ;
capable of rapid spreading.
Recognition: Thisvine can grow an inch per day. Thin leaves are heart shaped, in opposite
pair® from %2 to ®long. Greenis-white flowerheadsareterminalin dense buncheSee also
AHempvinesodo in this guide.

Potentially confused speciesMikania micranthadiffers from the nativeM.
cordifolia by having flower heads < 6 mm lon§likania micranthadiffers from
the nativeM. scandensby having palg(vs. darker)leaf colorationand no

reddish foliar tints, white (vs. pinkish) flower heads, and phyllaries and
inflorescence axes nearly hairless.

Other: The U.S.Army introducedhis specieito the Pacific islands during WWII for
camouflage. It has spread to become one of the moagtusplants inparts of Tropical Asia,
threatening to ovetake acres where tea, rubber, and coconuts are in produlitican be used as
a source of animal fodder, ahds localized medicinal usasantrinfective balmfor insect bites
and poison ivy.This speciess currently under study in the United States petantialantibiotic.
Internet sources: http://www.freshfromflorida.com/pi/enpp/botany/mikamaicrantha.htmi
http://www.freshfromflorida.com/pi/pest_alerts/mikammacranthapestalert.html

Contributed by: Carolyn Hendry
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Natal Grass

Melinis repens

(Rhynchelytrum repens

mahLINE-us REEpens

Poaeae

Native to: Africa

Florida abundance and distribution: Throughout
Recogniton Showy grass to 36.,; \
fluffy pink panicles. Natal grass possesses branching), o
culms that root at the nodes. The flowers are borne i
panicles; their color vieties from purple to pink with
reddish hairs that turn gray with age.

Other: The pollen is a mild allergen. Uses are erosion &
control, ornamentahndforage. It grows from erect 4
clumps in open and disturbed argaften growing along . 5 i
roadsides. Rfers dry conditions and invades scrub =« 88 :

areasamong other habitats. Germinates under a wide range of temperature conditions W|th rates
controlled by temperature when adequate moisture is available.

Online References:
http://keys.lucidcentral.org/keys/v3/ugcentenary/key/UQ_C
tenary/Media/Html/melinisrepens.htm
http://florabase.caltwa.gov.au/browse/profile/14985
www.floridagrasses.org

Contributed by: Grace Walton

Nettle

Urtica chamaedryoides

UR-ti-ka kamah-dry-OlD-ees

Urticaceae

Native to: Florida native

Florida abundance and dstribution: Mostly northern
and central Florida, occasionally as far south as Palm
Beach County

Recognition: Herb 12-60 cm tallwith square stems
branchingout of the baseWith stinging hairs on the stems, leaf stalks, and lower surface of the
leaves. Leaveopposite ovate, withrounded to sharp serratiofrlowers greenish white clusters

in leaf axils

Potentially Confused Species:False Nettle(Boehmeria cylindricahas alternate leaves and
doesnotsting.

Other: It is used in many homeopathic redres.

Contributed by: Nathan Hendr?hoto: cas.vanderbilt.edu
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OakleafFleabane

Erigeronquercifolius

err-1J-er-on kewrcah FOAL-eeus
Asteraceae

Native to: Florida native

Florida abundance and distribution:
Throughout most of Florida. There arg
additional Erigeronspecies in Frida
Recognition: Can be up to 3 feet tall
fuzzy, with variously lobed leavehe
flower headhas numerous delicate
white rays around a yellow disk.
Contributed by: Mike Derer

Old World Diamond Flower

Oldenlandia corymbosg@Hedyotis corymboga

old-enLAND -eeah coreum-BOSEah

Rubiaceae

Native to: Old World Tropics

Abundance and distribution in Florida: Throughout and occasional, usyaii turf
Recognitiort Small sprawling weed with narrow opposite leaves having a stigilveen the
bases. Flower tiny, white (or pale pink. Fruit a tiny woody capsule. DiffersRichardia
species by being

mostly smaller, by \
being less \ f \
congested, by - ; :

having smaller
mostly single
flowerswith 4
petals,and a
capsule not
splitting into
separate
segments.
Contributed by:
George Rogers
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Oxalis, Sourgrass

Oxalis corniculata
OX-ahtlus cornick-you-LAY -tah
Oxalidaceae

Native to: Eastern and central United States. g&
Widespead worldwide

Florida abundance and distribution:
Throughout Florida.

Habitats: Yards, gardens, turf, landscaped
areas, urban places, orchards, vineyards, fiel
and agricultural crops, nurseries, and
greenhouse grounds and containers.
Reproduction: It reproduces by seeds and
creeping aboveground horizontal stems that
root at stem joints (nodes). When seeds
mature, capsules open explosively, often -
spreading seeds 10 feet (300 cm) or more. = -

The plants can form asexual bulbils at the base.

Recognition: This aggressively spreading legvowing perennial broadleaf plant has shamrock

like leaves (resembledovershape). Delicatappearing. It has a narrow, creeping stem that
readily rootsat thenodes The trifoliateleavesare subdivided into three rounded leaflets with
notched tips. The leaves are greed alternate, and have inconspicustipulesat the base of

each petiole. Flowers are present almost-yeand. Two to five yellow flowers form a cluster

that develops where leaf stalkdestem meet (leaf axil). The small flowers have five yellow

petals. Fruits consist of narrow green cylindrical capsules that either have five weak lobes or are
angled and attach to stalks that stand erect or curve downward. Seeds are egg shaped, flat,
brown, and have transverse ridge®xalis debilishas pinkish flowers.

The leaves differ from Clover @esmodiumeaves by being deeply notched at the tips of the
leaflets, which hang limp and flaccid at night, and can be recognized by their sharp\amid fl

Other:  Also known asCreeping WoodsorreProcumbent Yellovorrel, Sleeping Beauty

The leaves are edible, with a tangy tasteeofons Contributed by: Grace Walton
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Painted Sedge
Star Rush,
White Top

Sedge
Rhynchospora

colorata
ring-KOSSspahrah cotoreAY -
tah

Cyperaceae

Native to: Florida native
Florida abundance and
distribution: Abundanin moist habitatsslightly less in northwest portion of state.

Recognition: Sedge with wiite bracts that resemble white petals that extend into green points.
The inflorescence is a dense group of small spikes, which each contain small flowers. They are
in bloom all summer into fallRhynchospora latifoliqnas overall larger dimensions.

Inter net source www.floridagrasses.org
Contributed by: Michael Deremd Ryan Agnew

Para Grass

Urochloa mutica

your-OCK-low-ah (oryour-oh-CLOE-ah)

MUTE-ah-cah

Poaceae

Native to: South America

Florida abundance and distribution: Central and southern
Peninsula. In ditches and moist habitats, often forming
massive stands.

w-E:zw- AR T R
r:_ g i .
= 'i"}."* (Sl s

- Recognition Large coarse spadiling grass
of wet areas, notably pubescent, especially on
4 the leaf sheaths

¢ Contributed by George Rogers
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Pennsylvania

Bittercress

Cardamine

pensylvanica
carDAM-ahknee
pensill-VAN-ah-cah
Brassicaceae (Cruciferae)
Native to: Widespread and
presumably native weed
Florida abundance and
distribution : Through the
state in moist places
Recognitiort Erect weed with
alternate irregularly pinraly
lobed or pinnately compound leaves, the terminal leaflet as long as or longer than the others,
with 3 lobes. Flowers white with 4 petals. Fruits long slender pods called silicles.

Other: The plant contains glucosinolates. When crushed the plangpartse o f f a A ho
odor.

Contributed by: June Wilkinson

Peppergrass, Virginig

Pepperweed

Lepidium virginicum
lep-ID-eeum vir-GIN-ih-kum

Brassicaceae

Native to: North America and Mesoamerica
Florida abundance and distribution:
Throughout Floridan disturbed areas, along "
roadsides, and as a crop weed. Sun or partial =
shade. wT . y
Recognition Rosettef or mi ng pl ant to 1.50 talll

Leaves with strong odor when crushed, alternate, irregularly serrate, tapered basgliwhite
flowers with 4 petals an@ stamens in racemes. Fruits small éiblaped pods (silicles) a
fraction of an inch in diameter.

Potentially confused species Burnweed Erechtites hieradifolius) in the Asteraceae has
similar rosetteand stem leaves when young, but Burnweed hapshtgeth on the leaf margins
and lacks the distinctive odor of Peppergrass.

Contributed by: June Wilkinson
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Plantain

Plantago major(Broadleaf
Plantain)

Plantago virginica(Virginia <.
Plantain) =%

planTAY-go MAY-jer and veiGIN-ah-cah 4
Plantaginaceae ;
Native ta: Virginia Plantain is native. |

Broadleaf Plantain is Eurasian.

i *I!I

Florida abundance and distribution: Both Pé’r

occur throughout most of Florida in waste, -ﬁfﬁn—- S AT S
disturbed, and compacted soils. "__, A = e 2
Recognition Both species form rosettes, % 51 & o A Y 2 =
with a narrow green flowergiwand i) FW . = 0 Lr ‘Z_
resemblingaof July spar Kisd -5 k 7 A el t v | A
a foot. Broadl e@&dfo Rloanmgt aainmd hoavse rl ehaabdEasilpso wi

visible parallel veins. Virginia Plantain differs by having the leaves tapered somewhat to the
base bunot forming a petiole, and by having serrate (vs. entire) leaf marghese are
additionalPlantagospecies in Florida.

Other: Broadled Plantain hatender young leaves useful in saladBlantago majothas been
used to heal wads and is a bloodoagulant.
Leaves were applied to battlefield wounds,
accaant i ng f or the namé
species has served foetr historically to give
relief from snake and insect bites.
Contributed by: William Mullarkey

Pokeweed

Phytolacca americana
fight-oh-LAK -ah ahmerah-CANE-ah
Phytolaccaceae

Native to: Lower 48 states and Canada.
Florida abundance and distribution: Common throughout

Recogniton:Per enni al herb that can reach up to 1C¢(

small round white flowrs are in erect (to dangling) racemes; and the berries are a deep purple to
black.

Other. Despite historical wusesitikdehdlypoiscnous.k ed as
Children have diéfrom ingesting the berriedMistaken for root crops, the risohave killed

persons who have eaten thé&k roots that resemble parsnipglerely touching the plant can

cause an extreme immusey st em response due to highly bi
Contributed by: George Rogers
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Possum Grape Vine

Princess Vie

Cissus verticillata

SISus virtissahLAY -tah

Vitaceae

Native to: Florida native

Florida abundance and distribution:
Central and South Florida

Recognitiort Vine with dark green rough
surfaced cordate angE"
6 0. Grapewge. bl ack h
Potentially confused speciesMuscadine
Grape Vitis rotundifolig) is another L
abundant grape vine. The latter differs by having leaves as broad as long (vs. longer than broad)
and by having obtuse (vs. acute or sharper) teeth.

Other: The Aztecs prodwed a blue fabric dye from Possum Grape. In South America boiled

leaf concentrates are taken widely to help control diabetes, and are called vegetal insulin. This
medicinal plant has served historically also to treat high blood pressure and arthifiss thé

host plant for the metallic wee\Burhinus magnificusvhich completes its entire life cycle on

and inside the vine.

Contributed by: William Mullarkey

Pouzolzia Bush

Pouzolzia zeylanica
poohZOLZ-eeah zayLAN -ahcah
Urticaceae

Native to: Asia

Florida abundance and
distribution : Roadsides, old
fields, wasteplaces and
disturbed areas in the
Peninsula.

tall with alternate (or .
opposte) leaves. Leaf blades ovate. White flowerm,y and knobllke in leaf
axils.

Other: Highly invasive.Spreads by seed and has an extensive root system.
When attempting to rid area d¢f. zeylanicatuberlike root systems will
continue to spread and send up new stems.

Contributed by: Nathan Hendry
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Purple Pigweed

Amaranthus btum

amahRAN-thus BLIGHT-um

Amaranthaceae

Native to: Mediterranean

Florida abundance and distribution: A weed
along roads, in clearings, and plantations. The pla
prefers light (sandy), mediuffoamy), and heavy
(clay) acid to basic wellirained soil.

Recognition: Annual herb with trailing stems2 6
long, and more or less oval leaves having distincti
notched tips, on long petioles. The numerous gree
flowers clustered in the angles beem leaf and stem
and are unisexual, without petals, both male and
female flowers occurring on the same plant. The
female flower develops into a juicy, crimson fruit
containing a single seed.

Potentially confused speciesSpiny Amaranth
(Amaranthus spinas) has thorns, and the leaf tips
are not indentedts leaf blades have ligitblored
markings.

Other: Commonly called Strawberry Blite, Purple Amaranth, or Slender Amaranth.
Although weedy, it is eaten in many parts of the wartibked in steam or ded and then
served witholive oil, lemon andsalt In modern herbal medicinike juiceis used externbl as
an application in ulcerated conditions of the throat and mouth and as a wash for ulcers, sores, etc.
For its astringencthe plantis muchvalued in traditional medicinir diarrhea, dysentery and
hemorrhages from the bowel¥ellow and green dyesan be obtained from the whole plant.
Online resources: http://www.botanical.comhttp://www.pfaf.org

Contributed by: Grace WaltoRhotos: Top i#\., blightum bottom isA. spinosus
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Purple Thistle

Cirsium horricdulum

SIR-seeum hokrlD-you-lum
Asteraceae

Native to: Maine and Pennsylvania, south into —
Florida and west to Texas. Also found in the West . Sl
Indies, Mexico and Centr&lmerica. ;
Florida abundance and distribution: This is a
frequent native weed of pinelands and prairies. It
often found along the edges of salt marshes and i
typical in overgrazed pastures, and as a roadside
weed. Grown in full sun exposure, drougpierant
when establiséd, with low salivater tolerance.
Propagation method is seeds. Soils from moist,
well-drained to moderately wetlrained sandy or
limestone soils, without humus.

Recognition: Biennialwih a br anc-hi
50 \ith dlterrateleaf arrangement.eaves 6
100 long, lanceolate, pinnately lobed, stalkless and clasping the stem, with spiny margins and
tips. The basal rosette broader than tall. Flowers in large variably colored h@adba@eter)
including pale pink, roseale yellow, purple, cream/tan. It blooms all year long; peak spring

fall. The flower heads are surrounded by erect, narrow, spinylikadeaves. Unlike other

local thistles, these bracts nestling the flower head are pinnately lobed antipgede

Other: Also known asyellow Thistle, Bull Thistle, Spiny Thistl€.h e  nhemdilund

refers to the very prickly leaves; it must be handle with caution. This is a major attractor of insect
pollinators (butterflies bees, wasps and/or birds). plast is a larval host plant and a nectar

plant. The flowering heads are often torn apart by beetles. Birds help spread the seeds. Humans
can consume the leaves and roots cooked or raw.
Contributed by: Grace Walton and William Mullarkey
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Purslane

Portulaca oleracea

port-you-LACK -ah
ole-erACE-eeah
Portulacaceae ch
Native to: Old World? Widespread for®
centuries, and of unclear origins. '

Florida abundance and
distribution: Throughout Florida as
a weed in lawns and along roadside
Recognition: Sucalent annual with P2
thick obovate leave® an inch long [T, - A
FIl owers small, yellow. Fruit opeICreapingweedwitha t i n
rounded succulent | eaves; flowers yellow; o
(Portulaca oleracep Also, Portulaca amilisan introduced species, has flat leaves and purple
(vs. yellow) flowers. Portulaca pilosas native and likewise has purple flowers, but the leaves

are distinctively round (vs. flat), and the plant is codeséth long woolly hairsTrianthema
portulacastrums unusuak-it has broad leaves not very succulent and pale pinkish flowers.

Also known as:VerdolagaLittle Hogweed.andPusley

Other: Allegedly edible according to some sources, but also known #olikestock toxin. Do

not eat it.

Contributed by: Ginell&onico

I

Ragweed

Ambrosia artemisiifolia
amBROZE-eeah
artehrmiz-enFOAL-eeah

Asteraceae

Native to: Florida native

Florida abundance and distribution:
Common throughout

Recognition Plantst o 46 t al
opposite, deeplpinnately lobed (to
essentially compoungd)he leaflets
lobed flower heads green and
inconspicuous in dense clusters :
Other: Famous (and debatable) culprif®
in hay fever

Contributed by: George Rogers
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Science in Pictures

Exit, R“{,kfed:
the ery of Miss
(Rae Stmtton} as, %arta le
sprayer on her bare
makes a sample attack with Z
4-D on Chicago's poison iw
Miss LM is contemptuous of
poison ivy, we see; male work-
ers on this job wear pants.

Ricefield Flatedge

Cyperus iria
sighPEAR-us (sometimes pronounced SIPE"
ahrus) EAReeah

Cyperaceae

Native to: Eurasia. Widely naturalized
Florida abundance and distributior
Occasionathroughout Florida in moist or wet
disturbed sites.

Recognition: The tiny sckes that cover the
seeds are cupped and give the spilalet
beadedook.

Potentially confusedspecies: It takes a magnifier to get a good look, but the spikelets are unique among
South Florida sedges.

Other: An important weed of rice in south and soatieAsia. Recent systems for increasing rice
production and decreasing costs involve reduced water levels that have the side effect of more problems
with weeds. This species is now combated in Asia by hand weeding, rotary weedemmepgent
herbicidesand post emergent herbicides.

Contributed by: David Black, Ph.D.
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Rosary Pea, Precato

Bean

Abrus precatorius

AY -bus prekuh-TOR-eeus

Fabaceae

Native to: India and Tropical Asia

Florida abundance and distribution: Introduced to
Florida andcommon in dsturbed areas

Recognition: Climbing vine to 10 feet high.
Pinnately compound leaves with narrow and oblon
|l eafl et s. FIl owers from rose to violet and s ma
long and oblong.

Other: Seeds are vergxic and potentially fatal if ingested! The seeds are used to make Rosary Beads
and other types of necklaces. Each seed has a uniform weight BbLAgram.

Contributed by: Andrea Schechter and Mike Derer

Rust
Weed

Polypremum

procumbens
polly-PREEuUm

pro-COME-benz

Loganaceae

Native to: Florida

native

Florida abundance

and distribution :

Throughout on dry

sunny sand

Recognitiort Small

clumping weed with

opposite bristly

needleshaped leaves, these often becomingcakired. Flowers tiny and inospicuous,
white.

Contributed by: George Rogers
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